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Cyberabad police

Impose prohibitory

orders ahead of NEET exam on Sunday

Hyderabad: The Cyberabad police imposed prohibitory orders banning assembly of five or more persons in view of
the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) in 200 meters at all examination centers on Sunday. Further, iphotocopy
(Xerox) and internet centers located within the radius of 100 meters from the examination centers were asked to shut
down.The order will remain in force on Sunday from 06 am to 6 pm at all the examination centers of National Eligibility
Cum Entrance Test (NEET) UG-2025.Any person contravening this order shall be punishable under relevant section of

law, the police stated.

UoH partners with Krismo, aims at developing

next-generation therapies for inf

ammatory diseases

Hyderabad: The University of Hyderabad (UoH) and Krismo Biosciences Private Limited, a biotechnology start-up
incubated at ASPIRE-BioNEST in UoH, on Saturday announced a partnership aimed at developing next-generation
therapies for inflammatory diseases and serious infectious conditions.As per the partnership, the two institutions will
leverage their respective expertise to research and develop innovative therapeutic products targeting a range of inflam-
matory disorders.The key focus will also be on the design of antibody-based therapies to effectively combat viral infec-
tions, including Dengue, COVID-19, and Influenza, as well as potent toxins produced by harmful bacteria responsible for

debilitating conditions like gas gangrene.

7 killed, over 30 injured In
stampede at Goa temple

GNS News Agency, May 3

Panaji: At least seven people were killed and more
than 30 injured after a stampede took place during the Lairai
Devi temple in Shirgao village of Goa. The incident occurred
in the early hours of Saturday.Preliminary reports suggest
the overcrowding and lack of proper arrangements as pos-
sible causes behind the incident.Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant on Saturday visited the hospital to check on the
injured persons.

According to the eyewitnesses, the situation escalated
after a part of the crowd lost control. Locals and the volun-
teers at the temple rushed to pull people to safety. The stam-
pede took place as thousands of devotees thronged the
temple to witness and participate in the centuries-old ritual

at the temple, where barefoot ‘dhonds’ walk across a bed
of burning embers.The Shri Lairai Yatra is held in North Goa
every year, attracting more than 50,000 devotees. The
stampede occurred when, at one point along the route, due
to a downward slope, the crowd began moving rapidly all at
once. According to reports, the injured were shifted to nearby
hospitals.North Goa Superintendent of Police Akshat
Kaushal said, “Six dead and more than 15 injured in a stam-
pede that occurred at the Lairai Devi temple in Shrigao.”The
stampede took place amid Shree Devi Lairai jatra, which
commenced on Friday, with thousands of devotees flock-
ing there. Around 1,000 police personnel were deployed for
the jatra as the administration is on its toes. Drones were
also placed for aerial surveillance of crowd
movements.Earlier on Friday, Chief Minister Sawant, his
wife Sulakshana, Rajya Sabha MP Sadanand Shet
Tanawade, and MLAs Premendra Shet and Carlos Ferreira,
visited the jatra.

The temple is known for its blend of northern and south-
ern architectural styles, hosts the Shirgao Jatra every May.
The festival, which features a traditional fire-walking ritual,
attracts thousands of devotees.Villagers from nearby ar-
eas, including Maulingem, participate in the religious rituals
and offerings dedicated to Goddess Lairai throughout the
day, as mentioned on the Goa Tourism website. As mid-
night nears during the Lairai Jatra, devotees perform a spir-
ited circular dance inside the temple, clashing sticks in
rhythm with drum beats.

Caste census announcement by Centre
is a victory for Telangana govt Bhatti

Hyderabad, May 3 : The Union government’s an-
nouncement to conduct a caste census is the result of pres-
sure exerted by the Telangana government and the All In-
dia Congress, Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka said.
The Telangana people’s government has scientifically con-
ducted a caste census, making the State a role model for
the entire country. After India gained independence, it was
only in Telangana that such a comprehensive caste cen-
sus was carried out successfully without any objections.
The government has committed to incorporating the find-
ings of this caste survey into its policy-making decisions,
he said.

Bhatti further stated that the outcomes of the caste
census should be taken to the people and the Backward
Classes (BCs) should stand in support of the
government.The BC Employees’ Association and leaders
of various BC caste organisations felicitated Bhatti
Vikramarka with grand shawls and extended their congratu-
lations at the Praja Bhavan Camp Office in Khammam on
Saturday.On the occasion, the Deputy Chief Minister stated
that the Central government’s declaration to conduct a caste
census across the country is a victory for Telangana’s
people and their government. He expressed gratitude to
the Telangana government for leading the way in pushing
the Centre to take this decision. Acting under the directives
of AICC President Mallikarjun Kharge, Lok Sabha Opposi-
tion Leader Rahul Gandhi, and Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi, the Telangana government carried out the caste
census meticulously, without any errors. A resolution was
passed in the State Assembly granting 42 percent reserva-
tions to BCs and was submitted to the Centre with signifi-
cant pressure, Bhatti Vikramarka said.He also mentioned
that a resolution was passed during the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meeting in Gujarat, demanding a na-
tionwide caste census, similar to the one conducted in
Telangana. This was followed by raising the issue in Parlia-
ment, which ultimately compelled the Centre to agree to a

national caste census.

Bhatti Vikramarka highlighted that no caste census
had been conducted in India since 1930, and Telangana’s
initiative is the first successful effort post-independence. He
acknowledged that conducting such a survey was a com-
plex task, but Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, himself (as
Deputy CM), and the entire cabinet undertook this challenge
and completed the process within 50-55 days. He clarified
that the caste census did not merely collect information
about castes but also gathered data on people’s economic,
political, and employment conditions, the distribution of natu-
ral resources among communities, and their standard of
living. This data will inform the government’s future welfare
and development policies.The Deputy Chief Minister ap-
pealed that the results of the caste census should be made
accessible to the public and emphasized that BCs must
stand firmly with the people’s government. He noted that
the implementation of 42 percent BC reservations was only
possible under a people’s government, and Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy along with the entire cabinet is sincerely
working towards this goal.

28 Government Degree
Colleges roll out new courses

GNS News Agency, May 3

Hyderabad: In a move to boost the employability
quotient of students, 28 Government Degree Colleges
(GDCs) are set to roll out new apprenticeship embedded
degree programmes for the academic year 2025-26.The
programmes are — BCom Banking, Financial Services &
Insurance (BFSI), BCom E-Commerce Operations, BCom
Retail Operations, BSc Tourism & Hospitality Operations,
BSc Digital/Industrial Electronics, BSc Marketing & Sales,
BSc in Pharmaceutical Manufacturing & Quality, and BBA
in Content and Creative Writing.These new offerings aimed
at boosting employability, fostering skill oriented education,
and bridging the gap between academia and industry—
ushering in a transformative era for GDCs.

The move by the Commissionerate of Collegiate Edu-
cation comes as the degree colleges have seen a remark-
able increase in their enroliment in the last eight years.
Thanks to the past BRS government’s initiatives, including
the introduction of the bucket system in 2021 that allows
students to choose their undergraduate subjects from a pool,
the GDCs admissions have gone up by 80 per cent.As per
the information shared by the Commissionerate, the GDCs
admissions went up from 28,035 in 2018 to 50,477 to the
present academic year 2024-25, which translates to 80 per
cent hike.

The Choice Based Credit System (CBCS), a pivotal
reform introduced in 2019, led to a surge of 14,250 addi-

tional admissions in just one year in 2019. Since then,
the colleges have maintained a steady growth trajectory.

Further, some GDCs like the Government City Col-
lege introduced sector skill council courses that aided stu-
dents acquire industry skills besides paid internships dur-
ing the course work.The courses include retailing, e-com-
merce, operations and logistics, content and creative writ-
ing, media and entertainment, animation, entertainment, and
pharmacy and allied courses. The courses are domain spe-
cific.

Students taking up these courses are mapped to the
industry concerned, which offers paid internships to the tune
of Rs 6,000 to Rs 10,000 per month and guaranteed jobs
upon completion of an under-graduation.

PM Modi announces $200 million for
modemisation of Angolan armed forces

GNS News Agency, May 3

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday (May 3,
2025) announced a $200 million Defence credit line for
Angola and expressed commitment to act firmly and deci-
sively against terrorists and their backers, an assertion that
came days after the Pahalgam terror strike.PM Modi made
the remarks after holding wide-ranging talks with Angolan
President Joao Manuel Goncalves Laurenco that focused

on ramping up overall bilateral ties, including in areas of
digital public infrastructureln his media statement, the Prime
Minister said Mr. Laurenco's visit to India not only gives a
new direction to the bilateral relations but also strengthens
the India-Africa partnership."l am pleased to announce
India's $200 million defence credit line to support
modernisation of Angola's defence forces," he said.The
Prime Minister also said that there was a discussion on
repair, overhaul and supply of defence platforms as well.PM
Modi calls terrorism the biggest threat during joint presser
with Angola President | Video Credit: The Hindu

India will also share its capabilities with Angola in the
areas of digital public infrastructure, space technology and
capacity building, Modi said. "We have also decided to fur-
ther strengthen our relations in areas of healthcare, diamond
processing, fertiliser and critical minerals."The Prime Min-
ister also said, "We are committed to taking firm and deci-
sive action against terrorists and those who support
them."Highlighting the importance of ties between India and
the African Union, he said, "We are partners in progress,
we are pillars of the Global South."

You have failed to uphold 'Rajdharma':
Kharge to PM on Manipur 'no-show'

GNS News Agency, May 3

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge on Satur-
day (May 3, 2025) accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of failing to uphold 'Rajdharma’ by not visiting Manipur
even once in the last two years.In a post on X, he said
Manipur continues to be troubled for two years without
the Prime Minister setting foot on its soil.Mr. Kharge said
the violence in Manipur began on May 3, 2023 and still
continues. Just two days ago, 25 people were injured in
a violent clash in Tamenglong district, he noted.He said
more than 260 people have died and 68,000 people dis-
placed and thousands are still living in relief
camps."Narendra Modi ji, Even as Manipur awaits your
presence and return of peace and normalcy, we want to
ask 3 pointed questions to you."Since January 2022, your
last election rally in Manipur, you have made 44 Foreign
visits around the globe and 250 domestic visits across
the nation, yet you have not spent a single second in
Manipur. Why this apathy and disdain for the people of
Manipur? Where is the political accountability,” the Con-
gress chief asked.He said the President's rule in the state
was not imposed despite its people demanding it.He said
that it was imposed only after 20 months of the request
when the BJP was faced by a no-confidence motion
brought in by the Congress party and BJP's own MLAs
couldn't decide a chief minister."Why did the DOUBLE
ENGINE Government fail in its Constitutional duty to pro-

vide security and safety for its citizens? Why did you not
sack the Chief Minister earlier?"Your DOUBLE ASSAULT
Government is still failing Manipur. Despite the Home
Ministry's rule in place now, incidents of violence haven't
stopped," Mr. Kharge claimed.He alleged that the Centre
passed a resolution for the President's rule "in a hurried

manner, at 2 AM midnight" to hide its "rank
incompetence."The Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha
said Manipur's economy has lost thousands of crores in
damages in the past two years' of ethnic strife.He said
that the demand for grants for the state, which the Centre
brought in the Parliament, made several social spending
cuts."What happened to the Peace Committee announced
by the Home Minister? Why didn't you meet the affected
people of all communities even in Delhi? Why didn't you
announce a special package for the state?

Australia’s Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese wins a second three-year term

GNS News Agency, May 3

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has become the
first Australian Prime Minister to win a second consecu-
tive three-year term in 21 years.Opposition leader Peter
Dutton conceded defeat in Saturday’s election, saying,
“We didn’t do well enough during this campaign, that
much is obvious tonight, and | accept full responsibility
for that.”“Earlier on, | called the prime minister to con-
gratulate him on his success tonight. It’s an historic occa-
sion for the Labor Party and we recognise that,” he

added.The Australian Electoral Commission’s projections
gave Mr. Albanese’s ruling center-left Labor Party 70 seats
and the conservative opposition coalition 24 seats in the
150-seat House of Representatives, the lower chamber
where parties need a majority to form governments. Un-
aligned minor parties and independent candidates ap-
peared likely to win 13 seats.Australian Broadcasting
Corp. election analyst Antony Green predicted Labor
would win 76 seats, the coalition 36 and unaligned law-
makers 13. Green said Labor would form a majority or
minority government and that the coalition had no hope
of forming even a minority government.Energy policy and
inflation have been major issues in the campaign, with
both sides agreeing the country faces a cost of living
crisis.Mr. Dutton’s conservative Liberal Party blames gov-
ernment waste for fueling inflation and increasing inter-
est rates, and has pledged to axe more than one in five
public service jobs to reduce government spending.While
both say the country should reach net-zero greenhouse
gas emissions by 2050, Mr. Dutton argues that relying on
more nuclear power instead of renewable energy sources
such as solar and wind turbines would deliver less ex-
pensive electricity.

India bans direct, indirect
imports from Pakistan

GNS News Agency, May 3

India has banned direct or indirect import of all
goods from Pakistan with immediate effect in the interest
of national security and public policy, following the
Pahalgam terror attack last month in which 26 people,
mostly tourists, were killed, according to a Government
Order issued on Friday (May 2, 2025).The decision will
completely halt all inbound shipments of goods from Pa-
kistan to India. India’s exports to Pakistan in April-Janu-
ary 2024-25 stood at $447.65 million, while imports were
meagre $0.42 million.A provision in this regard has been
added in Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) 2023 “to prohibit
direct or indirect import or transit of all goods originating
in or exported from Pakistan with immediate effect until
further orders,” the Directorate General of Foreign Trade

(DGFT) said in a notification dated May 2.It added that
this restriction is imposed in the interest of national secu-
rity and public policy. “Any exception to this prohibition
will require approval of Government of India,” the Order
said.Inserting the provision under the heading “Prohibi-
tion on Import from Pakistan” in the FTP, it said: “Direct or
indirect import or transit of all goods originating in or ex-
ported from Pakistan, whether or not freely importable or
otherwise permitted, shall be prohibited with immediate
effect, until further orders.”"Main imports from the
neighbouring country during April-danuary 2024-25 in-
cluded fruits and nuts ($0.08 million), certain oil seeds
and medicinal plants ($0.26 million) and organic chemi-
cals. The decision follows a terror attack in Pahalgam on
April 22, in which 26 people were killed.
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Voice of sanity

IT’s heartening to hear a voice of sanity when anger
nd hatred are sweeping the country after the Pahalgam
assacre. Himanshi Narwal, whose husband, naval of-
icer Lt Vinay Narwal, was gunned down by terrorists in
he Baisaran meadow, wants nobody except the perpe-
rators punished. “We don’t want people going after Mus-
ms and Kashmiris,” she said at a blood donation camp
brganised on May 1 to commemorate Vinay’s birth anni-
ersary. She chose the occasion to make a fervent ap-
peal for peace and communal harmony, in stark contrast
0 the rabble-rousers who are baying for the blood of
Muslims, particularly Kashmiris.

Himanshi has sent out a clear message to the big-
bts who are exploiting a national tragedy to target a mi-
[ority community. A disturbing case has been reported

rom Agra, where a self-proclaimed cow vigilante alleg-
dly shot dead a Muslim biryani vendor and later declared
bn social media that the murder was ‘retribution’ for the
Pahalgam attack. The reluctance of political and religious
eaders to condemn such vengeful crimes and hate
speech is inexcusable — it threatens our secular fabric,
vhich is already fraying at the edges.

The communal killings in Pahalgam were aimed at

scalating Hindu-Muslim tensions and disturbing peace
Eot only in J&K but across the country. Such nefarious

esigns can only be scuttled with a collective resolve.
Surmehar Kaur, whose father died fighting terrorists in
&Kin 1999, has wisely said that the true defeat of terror-
sm comes when we refuse to let violence divide us. In
he best interests of the nation, citizens should firmly shun
hose who are adding fuel to the fire. Central and state
overnments must crack down on the elements who are
ent on making innocents pay for the heinous acts of ter-
orists. Only a united India can deal terrorism a crushing
low.

India's Market
Diversification and
Bilateral Trade Strategy

Hyderabad;As the USA is India's second-largest trad-
ing partner, next to China, a decline in exports from India to
the US market due to high tariffs will have far-reaching re-
percussions. India is likely to experience a hike in the cur-
rent account deficit and volatility in currency value. In other
words, India may be significantly affected by America’s tariff
policy due to its strong trade exposure to the United States,
especially in sectors like electronics, textiles, gems and
jewellery, seafood, pharmaceuticals, and automobile parts.
India may face reduced export competitiveness, a suppres-
sion in demand in US markets, and an overall increased
vulnerability in its export-driven sectors.

Given the higher tariffs imposed by the USA, India
must identify alternative countries to establish trade rela-
tions while considering the implications of the USA-China
trade war. If a strategy comprising market diversification
and bilateral agreements is not laid out, the likely upcoming
volatility in the Indian rupee may result in capital outflows,
inflationary pressures through imported inflation, and a wid-
ening trade deficit. India's total trade in value terms with the
United States of America has averaged approximately USD
120 billion annually over the last 5 years (2018—2023) (De-
partment of Commerce, Gol). The value of essential com-
modities exported to the USA in 2022-23 includes Gems
and Jewellery (USD 11.4 billion), Pharmaceuticals (USD
8.5 billion), Electronics (USD 8.3 billion), Textiles and gar-
ments (USD 7.2 billion), and Machinery, nuclear reactors
(USD 6.8 billion) and seafood (US 2.55 billion). Imports from
the USA to India included Petroleum products (USD 13.2
billion), Machinery (USD 5.5 billion), Aircraft and spacecraft
(USD 4.1 billion), Electrical machinery (USD 3.8 billion), and
Medical and surgical equipment (USD 2.5 billion). Imports
from the US may also become costlier, though the import
impact is relatively lower due to fewer reciprocal tariffs.
According to GTRI and Emkay Global estimates, India may
lose up to USD 8-10 billion annually in export revenue due
to reduced US demand across affected sectors. The sec-
tors that will be hit the hardest are textiles, which will expe-
rience a 33% decline in competitiveness; seafood, which
will have a 20.2% projected fall; and electronics, which will
experience a 12% reduction.

During the American crisis, Indian exports fell by 3.5%
from USD 189 billion in 2008—09 to USD 182.5 billion in
2009-10. Imports fell sharply by 5.5% from USD 303.7 bil-
lion to USD 287.7 billion. This slowdown prompted the
launch of market diversification as a core policy response
in FTP 2009—14. Market diversification was adopted — 27
countries were identified under the Market Access Initia-
tive Scheme in the 2009-14 Foreign Trade Policy. The as-
sistance intensity ranged from 25% to 75% of eligible costs,
depending on the type of activity and market targeted. These
initiatives contributed to India’s revival in international trade
in the subsequent years.Bilateral Trade Agreements

In light of elevated tariffs imposed by the United States,
India must actively diversify its export destinations. Viable
alternative markets for key export sectors include Germany,
the Netherlands, and Australia for electronics; UAE, Hong
Kong, and Singapore for gems and jewellery; Germany,
France, and Spain for textiles; the UK, Germany, and Aus-
tralia for pharmaceuticals; and Germany, ASEAN countries,
and Mexico for auto parts and machinery.

Signify and SELCO Foundation Collaborate to
Solarize 10 24x7 Primary Health Centres in Karnataka
under the ‘Swasthya Kiran’ CSR Initiative
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Hyderabad:Signify (Euronext: LIGHT), the world leader
in lighting, has successfully solarized 10 Primary Health
Centres (PHCs) in Karnataka under its flagship CSR initia-
tive, ‘Swasthya Kiran’, in collaboration with SELCO Foun-
dation. This transformative initiative aims to ensure unin-
terrupted access to lighting and reliable electricity in rural
healthcare facilities, significantly enhancing the quality of
healthcare services in underserved communities.

Each PHC has been equipped with a 5 kWp solar
panel, a 19.2 kWh battery, and a 6 kVA solar PCU, ensur-
ing continuous power supply for critical healthcare opera-
tions, lighting, and essential medical equipment. The initia-
tive is expected to save approximately 7,000 electricity units
per PHC annually, resulting in a total savings of around
70,000 units across all 10 centres. This translates to an
estimated financial saving of ?74.5 lakhs per year, while si-
multaneously reducing carbon emissions by approximately
50 metric tons annually—promoting a greener, more sus-
tainable environment alongside improved healthcare deliv-
ery.

The inauguration ceremony was graced by Dr.
Mohandas, T.B. Officer, District Health Office, Tumakur,
and Dr. Sidheshwara, Taluk Health Officer, Sira Block, along

, |

with Gram Panchayat dignitaries. They applauded the
project's vital contribution to strengthening rural healthcare
infrastructure.

Nikhil Gupta, Head of Marketing, Strategy, Govt. Af-
fairs & CSR - Signify, Greater India, shared his thoughts on
this project, “At Signify, we are committed to using our light-
ing expertise to create a positive impact on communities
through our CSR initiatives. Our Swasthya Kiran CSR
project exemplifies this commitment by providing reliable
and sustainable energy to power critical healthcare services
in rural Karnataka. We are proud to partner with SELCO
Foundation in improving the lives of hundreds of thousands
of people."The Swasthya Kiran project covers PHCs across
four districts: 4 in Tumkur, 3 in Bangalore Urban, 1 in Kolar,
and 2 in Mysore. Selection criteria prioritized PHCs that
serve as high-delivery points and those with high outpatient
(OPD) footfall to maximize community impact.Speaking at
the event, SELCO Foundation remarked, "At SELCO Foun-
dation, we are committed to enabling sustainable energy
solutions for underserved communities. Our partnership with
Signify ensures that rural healthcare facilities receive reli-
able, round-the-clock power to deliver critical health ser-
vices effectively."

Sikara Clinics Hosts GLAM SOIREE to Celebrate
Beauty, Wellness, and Women’s Empowerment

Hyderabad: :SIKARA
Clinics, Hyderabad’s pre-
mier destination for ad-
vanced dermatology and
aesthetic treatments, hosted
its highly anticipated GLAM
SOIREE an exclusive Hi-
Tea event at its Banjara Hills
flagship clinic. The elegant
gathering brought together
leading voices from the me-
dia, social influencers, in-
dustry thought leaders, and
wellness enthusiasts for an
afternoon dedicated to cel-
ebrating transformation, in-
novation, and
empowerment.llluminating
the event with her charisma,
renowned actress Poonam
Kaur graced the GLAM

SOIREE as a special guest.
Speaking at the occasion,
Ms. Poonam Kaur shared,
“SIKARA Clinics stands at
the intersection of science
and beauty, and today’s
eventis a testament to their
commitment towards em-
powering individuals. | am in-
spired by the vision and the

dedication behind this initia-
tive, and | believe wellness
truly begins with self-
confidence.”Ms. Sreeleela,
Assistant Commissioner,
GST, honored the occasion
as Guest of Honour, com-
mending SIKARA Clinics’
exceptional contributions to

ship and the rapidly evolving
wellness industry.Ms.
Sirisha Alapati, Founder &
COO of SIKARA Clinics,
was the driving force behind
the event’s thoughtful
curation. Reflecting on the
clinic’s journey and the sig-
nificance of the soirée, Ms.
Sirisha Alapati commented,

“At SIKARA Clinics, our mis-
sion is not just to enhance
outer beauty, but to nurture
confidence and well-being
from within. The Glam
Soirée is a celebration of the
community we’re building
one rooted in trust, clinical
excellence, and genuine
compassion.”

women-led entrepreneur-

PROMOTE MANTHANI’S SPIRITUAL
LEGACY THROUGH MEANINGFUL
JOURNALISM: MINISTER SRIDHAR BABU*

“PS ASHOKAN“INDIAN CHRONICLE“MANTHANI,
MAY 4““Veteran Journalist Mahavadi Satish Kumar
Honoured for Exceptional Reporting on Spiritual
Heritage““Manthani, renowned for its profound spiritual and
cultural significance, must find a prominent place in the
media through well-researched and evocative reporting,
stated Telangana IT and Industries Minister Sri Duddilla
Sridhar Babu. He was speaking at the inaugural ceremony
of the Manthani Division Press Club on Thursday.“The Min-
ister emphasized that the region, steeped in historical and
spiritual richness, deserves focused media attention to bring
its ancient temples and sacred sites into public conscious-
ness. “Manthani stands as a beacon of spiritual tradition. It
is the responsibility of the journalistic community to chronicle
its forgotten glory and showcase its cultural wealth to the
world,” he urged.““He commended senior journalist
Mahavadi Satish Kumar for his commendable work in high-
lighting spiritual narratives and temple histories through his
articles. As a token of appreciation, Minister Sridhar Babu
felicitated Satish Kumar with a memento during a ceremo-

nial mass recital of the Bhagavad Gita. Ramadugu Srinivas,
Vice President of the Press Club’s Spiritual and Cultural
Committee, was also honoured.“The Minister also ap-
plauded the efforts of Medagoni Rajamouli Goud, a spiritual
missionary and honorary advisor to the Telangana Hindu
Religious Council, for his unwavering dedication to orga-
nizing spiritual programmes in the region.“The event was
attended by Press Club President Motukuri Srinivas, Vice
President Jabbar Khan, General Secretary Mallesh Yadav,
Assistant Secretary Kishan, Treasurer Gadipalli Ajay
Kumar, PS Ashokan, Siliveru Mahender, Sadavali, Vasu,
and other esteemed journalists.

CS meets Minister
Sridhar Babu

Hyderabad, May 3 K. Ramakrishna Rao, who has
newly assumed charge as the Chief Secretary, paid a cour-
tesy call on Minister for IT
and Industries Duddilla
Sridhar Babu at his cham-
ber in the Secretariat on
Saturday. On the occa-
sion, the Minister extended
his congratulations to the
Chief Secretary and
emphasised the need to
steer the State administration in alignment with the
government's priorities. Sridhar Babu urged the Chief Sec-
retary to ensure effective implementation of government
promises and welfare schemes, so that the intended ben-
efits reach all eligible citizens at the grassroots level

PhysicsWallah
(PW) Organises a
Meet-Up with Alakh Sir in
Hyderabad; Announces
5 New Centres in the city

Hyderabad: Education Company, PhysicsWallah
(PW), recently organised a Meet-Up with Alakh Sir, in
Hyderabad, which was attended by more than 2500 stu-
dents and parents. Alakh Sir addressed the students and
parents, focusing on the importance of hard work, consis-
tency, and family support in education. His session was to
try and encourage students to stay committed to their aca-
demics. Speaking at the event, Alakh Sir said, "Success is
not about being the smartest, it's about staying committed
to your journey even when it gets tough. Hard work and
belief in yourself are key to achieving your goals."

At the event, the expansion of PW Vidyapeeth in the
city was highlighted, with the number of centres growing to
eight for the academic year 2025. The newly added cen-
tres in Shaikpet, Suchitra, Chanda Nagar, AS Rao Nagar,

VIDFAPEETH
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and Kothapet extend its presence to more areas of
Hyderabad. These join the existing centres located at
Madhapur, Habsiguda, and KukatpallyFurthermore, PW
Vidyapeeth'’s offerings were also highlighted, which include
an academic roadmap featuring preparation for JEE, NEET,
and foundation courses.

PhysicsWallah (PW) continues to try to make quality
education accessible to students across India. The
Hyderabad Meet-Up marked another step toward reaching
more students and trying to help them in their academic
journey.

Volkswagen India to
open pre-bookings for
the iconic Golf GTI

Hyderabad:Volkswagen India is proud to announce
that pre-bookings for the legendary Volkswagen Golf GTI
will commence from the 5th of May 2025. With the latest
generation Golf GTI Mk 8.5, Indian enthusiasts will have
access to the globally celebrated carline for the very first
time through a limited allocation. With its rich motorsport
heritage, timeless design language, and exhilarating per-
formance, the Golf GTl is more than just a car —it's a sym-
bol of dynamic driving, and iconic appeal. The Golf GTl is
available as a Fully built unit (FBU) offering customers an
opportunity to experience the true GTI DNA in its purest
form.Commenting on the announcement, Mr. Ashish Gupta,
Brand Director, Volkswagen India, said, “The Golf GTl is
revered as one of the most iconic cars globally, and we are
truly proud to offer customers in India the opportunity to
own a piece of Volkswagen’s performance legacy. It's a
car that blends everyday usability with turbocharged driv-
ing experience - perfect for discerning enthusiasts who ap-

preciate precision engineering designed to deliver thrilling
performance. It's an embodiment of German Engineering
atits finest.Key highlights of the Golf GTI Mk 8.5:265 PS of
power and 370 Nm of torque0-100 Km/h in 5.9 secondsPre-
bookings for the Volkswagen Golf GTI will open on 5th of
May 2025 exclusively on Volkswagen India’s official website
(www.volkswagen.co.in) for a limited duration.Due to lim-
ited availability, early pre-bookings are highly recommended.
Deliveries are expected to begin in June 2025 from selected
Volkswagen dealerships across India.To pre-book or know
more visit www.volkswagen.co.in

Medical tourism in
Telangana experiencing
rapid growth

Hyderabad, May 3 The Telangana State is currently
drawing international patients by offering top-notch medical
facilities, advanced technology, and high-quality treatments.
With the upcoming Miss World Pageant in 2025, the state
is set to establish itself as a key player on the global medi-
cal tourism stage.Following the directives of Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy, officials are implementing special mea-
sures to effectively highlight medical tourism during the Miss
World event, which will see participants from 120 countries
and will be streamed live in over 150 nations.As part of the
Miss World Pageant-2025 activities, a dedicated medical
tourism event will be held at AIG Hospital in Hyderabad on
May 16. This will feature Miss World contestants and aims
to showcase the advanced medical services available at
affordable rates in Telangana, as well as the state's advance-
ments in medical tourism.Authorities noted that healthcare
costs in Telangana are 60-80 percent lower than those in
the United States and Europe. Renowned hospitals such
as Osmania Hospital, NIMS, and MNJ Cancer Hospital,
along with private institutions like Apollo and Yashoda, have
been delivering medical services for many years. These
facilities are equipped with cutting-edge technology, includ-
ing robotic surgery and telemedicine, as well as
multispecialty centers that offer expert treatment for com-
plex medical procedures like cardiology, orthopedics, can-
cer care, organ transplants, cosmetic plastic surgery, and

fnriilih]l treatments like I\VE
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Book Launch of "Vivaham Divyatva Saadhanam"
“by NSU VC & TTD DELEGATES

““May 3,Indian Chronicle Rayalaseema co-
ordinator““The book "Vivaham Divyatva Saadhanam" was
launched at the prominent Chelikani Annarao Auditorium of
the National Sanskrit University, under the joint auspices of
Ramakrishna Seva Samaj, Pudipatla, and the National San-
skrit University, Tirupati.““The chief guests for this event
were Sri Ram Raghunath, Special Officer of the Hindu
Dharma Prachara Parishad Project, and the Vice Chancel-
lor of the University, Prof. GSR Krishnamurthy, who together
unveiled the book.“On this occasion, Mr. Raghunath re-
marked that this book serves as a guide for married life in
the modern era and elaborated on the importance of the
family system in Indian society.““Later, distinguished guest
Medasani Mohan spoke about the book, discussing topics
such as Indian family traditions, the duties of a householder,

the values and responsibilities of a householder, and how
society depends on householders. He emphasized that the
entire world looks to the Indian family system as a model
for a value-based way of life.“Presiding over the event, Prof.
GSR Krishnamurthy cited Sita Devi as an excellent example,
referencing how the poet Bhavabhuti described her in "Uttara
Rama Charita" as a reflection of the Indian family system.
He explained that everyone should follow the duties of a
householder.”

“The event was attended by Amudala Murali, Profes-
sor Dakshinamurthy Sharma, Dr. C.V. Reddy, editor
Gangavaram Sridevi, Sudhakar Reddy from Ramakrishna
Seva Samaj, Pudipatla, and members of the public, all of
whom contributed to the success of the program including
Dr Mohan Muni Sidda Reddy garu.

\WOMAN BLUDGEONED TO DEATH IN
KALVACHARLA AFTER DRUNKEN ALTERCATION®

“PS ASHOKAN“INDIAN CHRONICLE“MANTHANI
MAY 4““A horrific act of violence unfolded in Kalvacharla
village, Ramagiri mandal, within the Manthani Assembly
constituency, where a woman was brutally killed after be-
ing struck on the head with a cement brick. The incident,
fueled by alcohol and rage, has sent shockwaves through
the local community.““According to police, the accused,
Pattik Kanakayya from IB Tandur in Mancherial district, is
alleged to have fatally attacked Motam Toorpati Sammakka
during a visit to their relatives' home in Kalvacharla.““The
two were reportedly consuming alcohol on Friday night when
a verbal argument escalated. In a moment of uncontrolled
anger, Kanakayya allegedly picked up a cement brick and
struck Sammakka on the head, causing her instant
death.““Ramagiri Sub-Inspector Chandrakumar stated that
both were involved in enrolling members for local chit fund
schemes. Following the incident, the accused fled the scene.
Police have registered a case and launched an intensive
search to apprehend him.““The victim’s body was shifted
to Peddapalli Government Hospital for a post-mortem
examination.““Preliminary investigations revealed that

Sammakka had been living with Kanakayya, as she was
unmarried. She is survived by three children. Kanakayya,
however, is married and has a family.

"Operation Kagar should be stopped and
Adivasi rights must be protected"

Demand by Adivasi Rights Struggle Committee (Tudum Debba)

Hyderabad:Leaders of the Adivasi Rights Struggle
Committee have demanded that the Central Government
immediately stop Operation Kagar, initiate discussions with
the Naxalites, and take steps to safeguard the rights of
Adivasis. Speaking at a press conference organized on
Saturday at Somajiguda Press Club, the State Founding
President Burb Pochayya, State President Kotnak Vijay,
and General Secretary Siddaboyin Lakshminarayana em-
phasized their concerns.

They read out the declaration of the Adivasi Rights
Struggle Committee held from April 12 to 14 in Jodeghat,
Asifabad district. They alleged that across the country and
in various states, Operation Kagar is being used as a tool

F

-

to create chaos in Adivasi habitats and to forcibly evict
Adivasis from their forest lands.

They pointed out that in places like Chhattisgarh and
Bastar, Adivasis are living in fear and distress. Therefore,
they urged both the Central and State governments to re-
spond to the peace talks proposed by Maoists and work
towards creating a peaceful atmosphere in the forests. They
also demanded that the Lambadi, Banjara, Nuwari, and Goru
communities, who are currently receiving Scheduled Tribe
(ST) reservations and benefits but do not belong to indig-
enous Adivasi groups, should be removed from the ST list
to ensure justice for genuine Adivasi communities.The event
was attended by Adivasi Students’ Association members
including Saguboyin Paparao, RM Arun Kumar, Kalti
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DATA Science is
the future - SVU
Vice Chancellor

““May 3, Indian Chronicle Rayalaseema co-
ordinator““SVU Vice Chancellor Acharya Apparao and Reg-
istrar Acharya Bhupathi Naidu congratulated the students
who studied data science at Sri Venkateswara University
and were selected for job internships. This morning, at the
V. C. office, they congratulated the students who got place-
ments in organizations like NARL, SHAR, ISRO.“1. M.
Prabhas Raj - SHAR“2. V. Bharat Kumar - VSCC"3. K.
Vinay - NARL“4. M. Deepa - NARL"5. N. Navya Nikhitha -
NARL“6. G. V. Sumanth - NARL"7. T. Kirti - NARL They
praised the students. They said that the university has
started such courses to achieve skills. They were congratu-
lated by Principal Acharya PV Narasai, Head & Coordina-
tor Anjan Babu, Assistants of Exafluence Inc., T N
Srinivasulu and the students. ““Some new courses were
launched on this occasion. Sri Venkateswara University, in
collaboration with Exafluence Inc., (USA), announced new
courses in Data Science for the benefit of students. 1. PG
Diploma in Data Science - (1 year duration), 2. Certificate
in Python for Al, ML & GenAl - (6 months duration) 3. Cer-
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tificate in Data Visualization - (6 months duration) 4. Certifi-
cate in Cloud Technologies - (6 months duration) The Vice
Chancellor and Registrar released the brochure of the
courses.

GOVERNMENT NEGLIGENCE CAUSES HUGE LOSS
TO FARMERS: FORMER MLA PUTTA MADHUKAR*

“PS ASHOKAN“INDIAN CHRONICLE*"MANTHANI
MAY 4““The Congress government, which boasts of
"people’s governance," is directly responsible for the irrepa-
rable damage caused to farmers due to its negligence, said
former Manthani MLA Putta Madhukar. He demanded that
the government take full responsibility for the crop losses
caused by unseasonal rains.““During his visit to the paddy
procurement centers in Mahadevpur Mandal, Jayashankar
Bhupalpally district, Madhukar examined the rain-drenched
paddy and consoled the affected farmers. He said that de-
spite knowing that unseasonal rains occur every year dur-
ing this season, the government failed to take timely pre-
cautions. This lack of foresight has led to severe damage
to the harvested crops.“He criticized the delay in starting
procurement operations, citing moisture content as an ex-
cuse. Farmers who brought their produce 15 to 20 days
ago were denied procurement, which resulted in extensive
losses. He also condemned the inaction of the local admin-
istration, stating that although the Additional Collector vis-
ited the centers, no concrete measures were taken. He found

it appalling that even the local MLA did not respond to the
crisis.““Madhukar questioned how the same MLA, who at-
tended caste meetings and claimed to care about the people
during elections, could now ignore the plight of the farmers.
He pointed out that the rice mills are refusing to accept
soaked paddy, despite earlier assurances. If procurement
doesn’t resume, he warned that farmers will protest by lay-
ing siege to the rice mills.““He strongly criticized the ruling
party for exploiting the poor for votes and later neglecting
them. He alleged that public funds are being looted through
multiple offices in Hyderabad, and demanded that at least a
portion of these funds be diverted to help the farmers. He
also demanded that the Sripada Trust offer 710,000 to each
affected farmer.““Madhukar challenged the MLA to define
the ideals he claims to follow in his father's name. If those
ideals truly focus on helping the poor, then the government
must offer 750,000 compensation per acre to farmers af-
fected by the unseasonal rains.““He blamed both the gov-
ernment and local officials for the disaster, questioning why
even the PACS Chairman, a farmer's son, is not standing
with the farming community. He criticized the poor plan-
ning and lack of facilities at procurement centers, saying
the commissions earned should be used for farmers' wel-
fare, not for personal gain.““He concluded that the govern-
ment should stop boasting about its legacy and instead
support the people during times of crisis. He expressed dis-
appointment that a minister who sits beside the Chief Min-
ister every day hasn’t shown any concern for the local
people. He asserted that if the government and local MLA
continue to remain silent, a strong protest movement will
be launched to secure justice and compensation for the
farmers.

Scientists to meet farmers in fields from
Monday: PJTAU Vice Chancellor

Hyderabad, May 3 Professor Jayashankar Telangana
Agricultural University (PJTAU) has taken an initiative to
create awareness among the Telangana farmers on im-
portant farming related issues. As part of this, an innova-
tive program called "Scientists in the Farmer's Field" will be
launched across the State from May 5. The Vice Chancel-
lor of the University Prof. Aldas Janaiah said as part of
this, 200 teams of scientists would visit about 1200 rev-
enue villages in the State till June 13. He said about 100
teams of the scientists would visit the South Agricultural
Zone and about 50 teams of scientists each would visit the
North and Central Telangana Zones.

“Every working day from 8 am to 12 noon, a team of
scientists will meet the farmers at the Rythu Vedika or any
other place selected in the village. Each team will consist of
two scientists, officials of the Department of Agriculture, ag-
ricultural students, staff of other local government depart-
ments, and progressive farmers. Similarly, local public rep-
resentatives, school teachers, and students will also be in-
volved in this program.Reducing the use of urea, using
chemicals only necessary and conserving soil fertility, the
team of scientists will educate the farmers on important is-
sues such as efficient use of irrigation water, crop rotation,
tree plantation, environmental protection and so on. All ag-
ricultural colleges, polytechnics, agricultural research insti-
tutes, Krishi Vigyan Kendras, and Eruvaka Kendras under
the Agricultural University will be full participants in the

management of this program. University officials, joint re-
search directors and college deans will continuously moni-

tor this program,” he said. In a statement, he also said
through this prestigious program, scientists and students
would get an opportunity to directly know the various prob-
lems faced by the food producers at the field level. He said
the farmers would be able to increase their awareness about
cultivation techniques and advanced technologies through
the scientists on many major cultivation issues. “Let us all
work in coordination and make this program a success,”
he said.

Massive scam in cotton
procurement: Peddi Sudarshan Reddy

Hyderabad, May 3 BRS party leader and former MLA
Peddi Sudarshan Reddy today alleged that there was a
scam of Rs 3,000 crore in cotton procurement in Telangana.
He alleged that there was an involvement of Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy and State Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy in
the cotton procurement scam. He said the cotton farmers
lost Rs 2,000 per quintal.Addressing media persons at

. Telangana Bhavan on Saturday, Sudarshan Reddy alleged

that brokers had bought a quintal of cotton from farmers for
Rs 5,000 and charged more than Rs 7,000 from other buy-
ers. He demanded a sitting judge to investigate the cotton
procurement case. He alleged that the CCl and marketing
officials had cheated the cotton farmers. He said the farm-

. ers had suffered losses due to the delay in the procure-

ment of cotton by the CCI. He said only 20% of the farmers
had sold their crop to the CCI. He alleged that the remain-
ing crop was sold to the CCl by the Congress leaders, who
formed a syndicate. Peddi Sudarshan Reddy alleged that
the seeds of the scam were sown in a secret meeting be-

tween the CCl officials and traders at a hotel in Hyderabad
on the occasion of Diwali.

AIFF Annual Awards Day he

Hyderabad, May 3 : The All India Football Federation
(AIFF) Annual Awards day was held on Friday at
Bhubaneshwar.

Sports Authority of Telangana was honoured by the
All India Football Federation (AIFF) for its outstanding con-
tribution, support in encouraging and promoting football in
Hyderabad, Telangana for 2024-25 on the AIFF Annual
Awards day function. The Award was received by Sonibala
Devi, IFS, VC & MD, Sports Authority of Telangana.Among
the dignitaries present in the AIFF Annual Awards function
along with AIFF president Kalyan Chaubey, were Kanak
Vardhan Singh Deo, Deputy Chief Minister, Odisha,
Suryabanshi Suraj, Minister for Higher Education,.
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Shabbir Ali vows to complete
Pranahita-Chevella project

Kamareddy, May 3 Telangana Government Advisor
Mohammed Ali Shabbir on Saturday reiterated his lifelong
commitment to the completion of the Pranahita-Chevella
project, declaring that he would not rest until irrigation water
permanently reaches farmers in Kamareddy
district.Chairing a review meeting with Pranahita-Chevella
RWS officials at the R&B Guest House in Kamareddy,
Shabbir Ali said, “It is my dream of a lifetime, and even if it
takes my last breath, | will fight to see this project com-
pleted. | want to see joy in the eyes of Kamareddy farmers
before | die.” Shabbir Ali thanked Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy, Irrigation Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy, and Finance
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka for sanctioning Rs 23 crore
for the revival of the project.He criticised the previous BRS
government, accusing it of conspiring to cancel the original
Pranahita-Chevella project by merging it into the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme. “This move deprived
poor farmers of 3.5 TMC of irrigation water, affecting hun-
dreds of acres,” he said.Shabbir Ali directed officials to ex-
pedite land acquisition and other pending issues to resume
works immediately. So far, 80% of compensation has been
distributed, and the remaining will be completed using the

sanctioned Rs 23.15 crore. “We will begin construction within
15 days,” he assured. The project is expected to irrigate
80,000 acres in Kamareddy, 10,000 acres in Banswada,
30,000 acres in Yellareddy, and 12,000 acres in
Ramayampet of Medak district.He also pledged to ensure
uninterrupted drinking water supply for the next 20 years
by repairing old pipelines and laying a new pipeline to fully
utilise Godavari waters. “As summer peaks, every effort
must be made to avoid water shortage,” he instructed In a
separate meeting with Mission Bhagiratha officials, Shabbir
Ali reviewed works taken up under the Amrut Kaal scheme.
Of the 104-km-long second pipeline being laid to supply
Godavari water, 24 km has been completed so far. The
remaining works will be completed in the next two months.
Under Mission Bhagiratha, 7,200 new free tap connections
will be provided within the Kamareddy municipal limits, es-
pecially in slum areas, starting this week. Currently,
Kamareddy municipality and surrounding villages need 11
MLD of water. Supply is being managed with 6 MLD from
Sriram Sagar Project, 1 MLD from Burra Mathadi, and 2.5
MLD from Pedda Cheruvu. Once the second pipeline is
completed, all shortages will be resolved, he assured.

Governor flags off machinery vehicles
for making eco-friendly leaf plates

Hyderabad, May 3 Governor Jishnu Dev Varma
flagged off vehicles carrying machinery for making eco-
friendly leaf plates and cups to tribal villages funded from
the Governor's Discretionary Grants. The event took place
at Raj Bhavan here on Saturday, aimed at supporting the
livelihood of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PvTGs).
After the flag-off, the Governor interacted with young mem-
bers of PvTG communities, including those undergoing
training as nature guides and in leaf plate production.

A group of 32 local youth, mainly from the Chenchu
community with a strong bond to the forest, were trained as
nature guides at The Naturalist School in Bengaluru. With

Rs.15 lakh support from the Governor for Nagarkurnool dis-
trict, the programme was taken up to help these youth find
jobs while giving tourists a real taste of the Nallamala forest’s
culture and biodiversity.In his address, the Governor high-
lighted the cultural importance of tribal communities, calling
them the original guardians of nature. He reiterated the com-
mitment to improving their lives through focused develop-
ment programs. Jishnu Dev Varma further asserted that
the Adivasis live beyond the boundaries of caste, creed, or
religion. Their way of life is deeply connected to nature and
grounded in age-old traditions. Living with simplicity and
minimal needs, they find contentment not in material wealth
but in their close relationship with the natural world, he said.
Praising the energy of the tribal youth, the Governor said,
“These are not favours, these are your rights. This is your
time.”The event was attended by key officials, including M.
Dana Kishore, Principal Secretary to the Governor; Dr. G.
Narendra Kumar, DG, NIRDPR; Dr. A. Sharat, Secretary,
Tribal Welfare; Badavath Santhosh, Collector of
Nagarkurnool district ; Rohit Gopidi, Project Officer of ITDA
(Chenchus); Dr. A. Sri Ramulu, CEO, Indian Red Cross
Society (Telangana); and representatives from Leaf Plate
Technologies Pvt. Ltd., Raj Bhavan, and Red Cross district
units from Nagarkurnool, Bhadradri Kothagudem and
Adilabad districts.

This initiative is a strong step toward sustainable de-
velopment, livelihood enhancement and empowerment of
tribal communities in Telangana, the Governor added.

Young India Sports University
coming soon: Sridhar Babu

Hyderabad, May 3 : Minister for IT and Industries
Duddilla Sridhar Babu announced that a Young India Sports
University will soon be established in the Telangana State
to foster the development of all sports. As part of this initia-
tive, dedicated sports academies will be set up district-wise
to support and nurture talent across various disciplines, he
said.

The Minister emphasised his commitment to ensur-
ing that rural youth receive proper training and opportuni-
ties in sports. He urged youngsters to develop their skills in
athletics alongside academics, highlighting the importance
of a well-rounded education.On Saturday, at the Ministers’
Quarters, Minister Sridhar Babu congratulated Kosaraju
Lakshman, who was recently appointed as the Advisor to
the Telangana Badminton Association and Venkata Ramana
Reddy, appointed as the Media Coordinator. He personally
handed over their appointment letters.

As the President of the Telangana Badminton Asso-

ciation, the Minister guided them on their roles and encour-
aged efforts to further expand the reach and impact of bad-
minton across the State. UVN Babu, the Events & Protocol
coordinator of the Badminton Association and other digni-
taries were also present

KT Rama Rao extends support to family of
sisters killed in Nizamabad road accident

GNS News Agency, May 3

Hyderabad: BRS working president KT Rama Rao
assured full support to the bereaved family of Banavath

Manijula (17) and her sibling Ashwini (19), who died in a
road accident in Nizamabad on Friday.Upon learning that
their father Banavath Reddy was in Malaysia for work and
struggling to reach home, Rama Rao directed his office to
make necessary arrangements for his return to
Telangana.He also coordinated with Indian diplomats in
Malaysia to expedite travel permissions and ticket arrange-
ments.

Following his instructions, BRS in-charge for Khanapur
Assembly constituency Bhukya Johnson Naik rushed to
the Armoor Government Hospital late night on Friday to
provide assistance to the grieving family.Ensuring proper
coordination between doctors, police and officials, he facili-
tated the swift completion of post-mortem procedures.The
bodies were then transported by ambulance to their native
village, Lothair thanda, where funeral arrangements were
made.

Harish Rao demands Centre to
increase wage days under MGNREGS

Hyderabad, May 3 : Former minister and Siddipet MLA
T. Harish Rao today criticized Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
for visiting Delhi 42 times, but achieving nothing for
Telangana State from Delhi.

In a statement, he said it was wicked not to keep quiet
about the loss to Telangana. Harish Rao also said the State
government was playing with the lives of the employment
guarantee workers by not paying their wages for four
months. He accused the State government and the Central
government of jointly weakening the employment guaran-
tee scheme. He said it was regrettable that the Central gov-
ernment was reducing the MGNREGS (NREGA) workdays
by half even though it is sanctioned to the State.“In 2024-
25, Rs 12.22 crore workdays were sanctioned, but this year
it was only Rs 6.5 crore workdays,” he alleged. He said

even if the Congress and BJP have eight MPs each in
Telangana, it would be of no use.

TELANGANATO ESTABLISH
ELECTRONIC CITY IN FUTURE CITY
WITH 300 CRORE INVESTMENT*

“PS ASHOKAN“INDIAN CHRONICLE"MANTHANI
MAY 4““In a statement issued from his Manthani office, the
Minister revealed that SIRA Networks (Taiwan) and LCGC
Resolute Group (Telangana) will jointly invest 2300 crore in
setting up a telecom manufacturing facility. The announce-
ment followed a high-level meeting held on Saturday at the
State Secretariat with representatives from both
companies.“Minister Sridhar Babu emphasized the state

government’'s commitment to fostering high-tech industries
through strategic infrastructure and policy support. He an-
nounced the formation of a dedicated task force to ensure
seamless coordination with relevant departments and to
fast-track project implementation.““Highlighting the
government's focus on decentralised industrial develop-
ment, he stated that special incentives will be provided to
entrepreneurs establishing units in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities.
Infrastructure in such areas will be developed in line with
the specific requirements of incoming industries.“The up-
coming facility, planned over 10 acres, is expected to cre-
ate employment opportunities for approximately 2,500 youth.
It will manufacture advanced telecom products including
5G networks, multi-layer networking solutions, and
servers.““The Minister expressed confidence that this in-
vestment will further strengthen the bilateral relationship
between India and Taiwan. He also thanked SIRA Networks
and LCGC Resolute Group for their decision to partner in
Telangana’s growth story, assuring them full government
support throughout the process.“The meeting was attended
by TGIC CEO Madhusudhan, T-Fiber MD Venu Prasad,
SIRA Networks representatives Chuyan, Joy Bhattacharya,
Douglas, and LCGC Resolute Group executives Ranvinder
Singh and Geetanjali Sabharwal.

CONGRESS LEADERS ACCUSE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
OF UNDERMINING CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS*—

Senior Congress leaders Odnal Srinivas, Pentali Raju, Polu Shiva.”

“PS ASHOKAN“INDIAN CHRONICLE*MANTHANI
APRIL 4““Congress party leaders have expressed serious
concerns over the central government’s actions that they
claim are undermining the constitutional rights granted to
citizens. The criticism was made during a large-scale rally
organized in Manthani, led by Manthani Campaign Com-
mittee Chairman Odnal Srinivas, Town Congress President
Polu Shiva, and Town Youth Congress President Pentali
Raju. The rally, which bore the slogans "Jai Bapu, Jai Bhim,
Jai Constitution," aimed to educate the public about the
government's alleged infringement on constitutional
values.“Addressing the media, the Congress leaders stated

that the "Jai Bapu, Jai Bhim, Jai Constitution" initiative was
part of a broader "Constitution Protection March," which was
organized with the support of IT and Industries Minister
Duddilla Sridhar Babu and youth leader Srinubabu. The lead-
ers highlighted the historical significance of the Congress
party’s role in India’s freedom struggle, as well as its contri-
butions to the nation’s development and the welfare
schemes it has introduced since independence.“The Con-
gress leaders condemned the BJP-led central government
for allegedly disregarding the Constitution, dismantling es-
sential democratic institutions, and pursuing policies they
claim are detrimental to the public welfare. They expressed
their concern over the government's actions, which they
argue weaken the democratic fabric of the nation.“The rally
also paid tribute to the legacy of iconic leaders such as
Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Jyotirao Phule, and
Savitribai Phule, whose revolutionary ideas, ideals, and
achievements have shaped the path to social justice and
equality in India.““The event was attended by prominent Con-
gress figures, including Kotha Srinivas, Konda Shankar,
Peraleni Lingayya Yadav, Azeem Khan, Ravikanti Satish,
Kodukula Venkanna, Odnal Pravalika, Srirambhatla
Santoshi, Marupaka Niharika, and other dedicated activ-
ists.

Kolkata Port launches night navigation on River
Hooghly, significant increase in trade expected

GNS News Agency, May 3

kolkata port, night patrolling, The absence of night navi-
gation between Diamond Harbour and Kolkata was a
longstanding impediment to optimal maritime operations,
port authorities said.The Kolkata Port Saturday success-
fully commenced night navigation in the upper reaches of
the River Hooghly to the Bay of Bengal. This development
will reduce turnaround time and pre-berthing detention of
vessels.

According to Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata
(SMPK), the inaugural run, conducted in the early hours of
Saturday, saw the successful transit of container vessel M
V SinarPenida carrying a cargo quantity of 8,000 MT from
Budge Budge to the sea during complete darkness.Speaking
of the achievement, Rathendra Raman, Chairman, SMPK,
said, “This is a historic day for SMP Kolkata. The success-
ful introduction of night navigation in the upper stretches of
the River Hooghly is a testament to the scientific and tech-
nological approach adopted by the port. It will significantly
improve operational efficiency and turnaround time, paving
the way for enhanced trade throughput.”

Historically, the long and meandering 232-km river
channel from the sea to Kolkata Dock System (KDS),
marked by restrictions in navigable depth and strong cross-
tidal currents, posed a significant challenge for continuous
vessel movement.The absence of night navigation between
Diamond Harbour and Kolkata was a longstanding impedi-
ment to optimal maritime operations, port authorities
said.According to SMPK authorities, nighttime vessel tran-
sit through the river channel will now be done by using mod-
ern electronic aids like electronic charts and navigational
simulators, and backed by significant improvements in navi-
gation infrastructure, including track lights, transit lights, and
illuminated channel buoys.

The National Technology Centre for Ports, Waterways
and Coasts (NTCPWC), IIT Madras, prepared a compre-
hensive study and roadmap for night navigation in collabo-
ration with the Port of Antwerp.A navigational simulator,
jointly installed by [IT Madras and Applied Research Inter-
national, is now operational to support pilot training and real-
time scenario analysis, authorities stated.They also said
that with the introduction of night navigation, the port is ex-
pected to witness a notable increase in the number of ves-
sels that can be handled daily.“The ability to operate round
the clock will decongest the channel, facilitate quicker ves-
sel turnaround, and directly impact critical Key Performance
Indicators (KPIs) such as Pre-Berthing Delay, Berth Occu-
pancy Rate, and Ship-Day Productivity. This strategic en-
hancement is poised to make SMPK a more attractive and
competitive hub for global shipping lines,” said Samrat Rahi,
Deputy Chairperson, SMPK.Raman also said, “With fur-
ther acclimatisation of pilots and continuous technological
upgradation, we look forward to enabling night navigation
for larger vessels with deeper drafts, ultimately transform-
ing SMPK into a more agile and future-ready port.”

Trade disruptions at Attari-Wagah border
leave Afghan dry fruit trucks stranded

GNS News Agency, May 3

The suspension of cross-border trade through the
Attari-Wagah land route in the aftermath of the Pahalgam
terror attack has left over 150 trucks carrying perishable
goods from Afghanistan stranded between Lahore and
Wagah. The stranded trucks are reported to be mostly car-
rying dry fruits. The Attari Integrated Check Post (ICP), once
a symbol of regional connectivity and economic opportu-
nity, now lies underutilised. Opened in 2012 to facilitate fast
and cost-effective trade, it had seen peak trade volumes of
over Rs 4,370 crore in 2018-19. However, trade has faced
persistent setbacks since the 2019 Pulwama terror attack,
when India halted trade with Pakistan. Only trade with Af-
ghanistan, routed through Pakistan, was continued — until
now.

Mukesh Sidhwani, a leading dry fruit trader, said, “Our
trucks with perishable and semi-perishable commodities
have been stranded on the way between Lahore and Wagah.
Afghan and Indian traders will have to bear the losses for
the perishable items that are in these trucks.”Sidhwani
emphasised the strategic importance of the Attari route for
India-Afghanistan trade nating that “India’s 90 per cent trade

with Afghanistan was via Attari. This was the most viable
link.” He added that while it took six to seven days for a
truck to reach India from Afghanistan, transport from
Amritsar to Mumbai took only four days, ensuring efficiency
for time-sensitive goods.“Pakistan government has allowed
these trucks to enter India. We have also requested the
Indian government. Afghan authorities have also been talk-
ing to both governments,” said Sidhwani, who acknowledged
that Indian authorities are being cautious. “We are hopeful
that these trucks will be allowed soon. We also understand
the national interests,” he added.Traders are also concerned
about the long-term economic and infrastructural impact.
“Thousands of people were employed directly or indirectly
through this trade route. There is great infrastructure con-
structed at ICP. It will deteriorate if not used. It will be a big
loss to Punjab, especially Amritsar,” Sidhwani remarked.He
further cautioned that if the route remains closed, traders
may have to explore alternative routes like the Chabahar
portin Iran. “But that will not only increase the cost by 15 to
20 per cent but consignments will also take much more
time. Time is a crucial element in the trade of perishable
and semi-perishable items,” Sidhwani added
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Delhi High Court directs
‘regarding audit propo

GNS News Agency, May 3

The petitioners highlighted before the court that a com-
mittee has been formed for the audit, and is making the
pending petition infructuous, despite receiving no presiden-
tial assent before issuance of notice.The petitioners high-
lighted before the court that a committee has been formed
for the audit, and is making the pending petition infructuous,
despite receiving no presidential assent before issuance of
notice. The Delhi High Court Monday asked the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General to “take instructions” while orally
expressing that the court is “inclined to stay the audit” initi-
ated by CAG of a registered society representative of the
khadims or hereditary priests at Ajmer Dargah.

Justice Sachin Datta was dealing with a request for
an early hearing of a petition moved by Anjuman Moinia
Fakhria Chishtiya Khuddam Khwaja Sahib Syedzadgan and
Shakhzadgan, two registered societies and representative
bodies of hereditary priests who carry out traditional and
religious activities at the Ajmer dargah.The petitioners said
they are not the administrators of the properties, assets or
funds of the dargah estate. The dargah already has a com-
mittee under the Dargah Khwaja Saheb Act, constituted by
the Centre, for the management of the estate. The petition-
ers said they only receive charitable contributions and do
not receive any grant or fund from the government, and
thus there is no ground for CAG to audit their accounts,

CAG to take instructions
sals for Ajmer Dargah

which is otherwise a private registered society.

The petition was moved for an early hearing where
the petitioners sought that CAG be restrained from con-
ducting an audit of the society, highlighting that it would be
in utter contravention of the provisions of the Comptroller
and Auditor General’s (Duties, Powers and Conditions of
Service) Act, 1971.

As per the petitioners, the mandatory statutory proce-
dure for such audits, as set out in Section 20 of the CAG
Act, stipulates that the ministry concerned should send a
communication to CAG. The communication should seek
to have the petitioner society audited by CAG, the terms
and conditions based on which the audit should be con-
ducted, be agreed upon between CAG and the ministry con-
cerned, and subsequently the said terms and conditions be
served on the petitioner, following which the petitioner is
entitled to make a representation to ministry concerned. It
also requires, first, the President’s or Governor’'s assent
before the terms of audit are agreed to.While considering
the early hearing application, and addressing CAG’s coun-
sel, Justice Datta orally remarked, “I'm inclined to stay the
audit. You'd better clarify your stand and take instructions
on what you’re doing. His point is very clear. He has a right
to representation. First, you have to agree to the terms oth-
erwise [Section] 20C (of the CAG Act) is very difficult. The
occasion has not arisen. He hasn’t been served even with
the order.”The petitioners highlighted before the court that a
committee has been formed for the audit, and is making
the pending petition infructuous, despite receiving no presi-
dential assent before issuance of notice.A notice was is-
sued on March 15, 2024, by the Ministry of Minority Affairs,
upon instructions from the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA),
notifying the khadims of the audit, “to improve the adminis-
tration and management of Dargah affairs at Ajmer”. The
notice was challenged before the Delhi High Court, and
during its pendency, CAG moved on with the audit, with the
Ministry of Finance notifying that it had received presiden-
tial assent for the audit, and a committee had been formed
for the same.

Horse trading during Rajya Sabha polls |
Himachal HC junks plea: ‘collected material
show bribe was accepted for voting’

GNS News Agency, May 3

Observing that material collected by the prosecution
“show that bribe was accepted for voting in the Rajya Sabha
elections”, the Himachal Pradesh High Court has dismissed
a petition seeking quashing of FIR registered against re-
tired IAS officer Rakesh Sharma, and Independent MLA
Ashish Sharma, who are facing allegations of alleged horse-
trading during the polls to the lone Upper House seat from
state last year.A bench of Justice Rakesh Kainthala ob-
served that the FIR was registered based on the commis-
sion of a cognizable offence and could not be quashed at
this stage.

Rakesh Sharma, a former chief secretary of
Uttarakhand, is also the father of former Gagret MLA
Chaitanya Sharma who was disqualified along with five other
MLAs by the Congress soon after the Rajya Sabha elec-
tion for defying a party whip.Rakesh Sharma and Ashish
were booked were booked on march 10 last year under the
Prevention of Corruption Act with the accusations against
the two revolving around alleged horse-trading during the
Rajya Sabha elections and a purported conspiracy to
destabilise the state government.The FIR, registered on the
complaint of Congress MLA Bhuvneshwar Gaur at
Boileauganj police station shortly after the polls, alleged that
votes were cast not according to conscience but in return
for extraneous considerations such as money and other
favours.“In the present case, the information disclosed the
misuse of money and other resources to purchase the vote
under illegal influence and casting of votes in favour of the
rival candidates. It was laid down by the Hon’ble Supreme
Court in Sita Soren v. Union of India, (2024) that taking a
bribe for casting a vote in a particular manner is not pro-
tected under the privileges of Parliament,” the bench said.

“The allegations in the FIR and the material collected
by the prosecution show that the bribe was accepted for
voting in the Rajya Sabha elections. Therefore, the FIR can-
not be quashed,” the bench added.Ashish and Chaitanya
were among the nine MLAs — six Congress rebels and
three independents — who had voted in favour of BJP nomi-
nee Harsh Mahajan in the Rajya Sabha election.Congress
candidate Abhishek Manu Singhvi lost the election through
draw of lots despite the Congress at that time having 40
MLAs in the 68-member House.Chaitanya unsuccessfully
contested the bypolls to Gagret Assembly seat in in May
last year while Ashish won the byelection from Hamirpur
seat in July 2024.The high court also dismissed arguments
that the FIR’s swift registration suggested political
vendetta.Citing Supreme Court rulings, the bench held that
political motives alone do not warrant quashing criminal
proceedings.lt also rejected the plea that Section 17A of
the Prevention of Corruption Act, which requires prior sanc-
tion for investigating public servants, was applicable in the
present case.

“In the present case, the allegations against the appel-
lant pertain to the abuse of official position and corrupt prac-
tices while holding public office. Such allegations fall squarely
within the category of cognizable offences, and there ex-
ists no legal requirement for a preliminary inquiry before the
registration of an FIR in such cases. The appellant’s con-
tention that successive FIRs have been registered against
him with an ulterior motive is a matter that can be exam-
ined during the investigation and trial. The appellant has
adequate remedies under the law, including the right to seek
quashing of frivolous FIRs under Section 482 CrPC, the
right to apply for bail, and the right to challenge any illegal
actions of the investigating authorities before the appropri-
ate forum,” the bench observed.Rakesh Sharma and Ashish
in their plea had also contended that there was no direct
evidence of bribery and that the FIR only mentioned
rumours.However, the court pointed out that the rest of the
FIR contained specific allegations regarding the exchange
of money and resources to influence votes. It is impermis-
sible to quash the FIR on the ground of political vendetta. The
FIR was registered for taking bribes under the provisions of
the Prevention of Corruption Act.It was laid down by the
supreme court in State of Chhattisgarh v. Aman Kumar
Singh, that corruption is eroding public life, and it is the con-
stitutional duty of the Courts to show zero tolerance to cor-
ruption,” the bench said.The court also observed that the
absence of the bribe-giver's name in the FIR did not invali-
date it, noting that an FIR can be lodged against unknown
persons, and investigations could reveal identities later.
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lacked evidence, the court held that there was sufficient
evidence to support ongoing investigation into a case of
possible criminal conspiracy and illegal gratification during
the election process.The judgment also relied on the apex
court’s observation in Kuldip Nayar v. Union of India, warn-
ing that cross-voting under the guise of “conscience vot-
ing” undermines party discipline and the parliamentary
system.“This would weaken the party discipline over the
errant legislators,” the bench said quoting from the
judgement.Further, the Court emphasized that while enthu-
siasm in registering FIRs must be curbed, the presence of
prima facie material justifying investigation cannot be
ignored.The court ruled that since the FIR discloses the com-
mission of a cognizable offence and the investigation is
ongoing, the petition seeking to quash the FIR is premature
and thus liable to be dismissed.The petition was accord-
ingly dismissed, with the court clarifying that its observa-
tions were limited to the disposal of the present petition and
would not affect the merits of the case.Senior Advocate
Randeep Singh Rai represented the petitioners while Ad-
vocate General Anup Rattan represented the State.

50 Pakistan nationals
with NORI visa allowed
10 cross over to India

pakistan nationals nori visaA NORI visa is issued by
India to Pakistani and Bangladeshi nationals who have close
relatives holding Indian citizenship. A total of 50 Pakistani
nationals, who hold the NORI (No Obligation to Return to
India) visa, crossed over to India through the Integrated
Check Post (ICP) at the Attari border Until recently, Paki-
stan authorities were not permitting NORI visa holders to
travel to India, citing their Pakistani passports. However,
following discussions, an
exception has been made,
officials said.In total, 240
people from Pakistan, in-
cluding the 50 NORI visa
holders, entered India.
Meanwhile, 140 others
from India returned to Pa-
kistan via Attari.A NORl visa is issued by India to Pakistani
and Bangladeshi nationals who have close relatives hold-
ing Indian citizenship. They include men and women who
are married to Indian nationals.While revoking all visas is-
sued to the nationals of the neighbouring country following
the Pahalgam terror attack, in which 26 people, mostly tour-
ists, were killed on April 22, India had made an exemption
for NORI visa holders, allowing them to cross over to Paki-
stan. There, however, was no clarity on the issue from Pa-
kistan side.Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara Prabandhak Commit-
tee (PSGPC) president Ramesh Singh Arora, who is also
a Member of the Provincial Assembly of Punjab, said he
raised the issue with the Pakistan government. Speaking
to The Indian Express, Arora said, “I was approached by
three Sikh families whose members holding NORI visas
wanted to return to India.”The recent suspension of normal
cross-border movement had caused disruptions for fami-
lies with members holding different nationalities. Several
families, where one spouse holds an Indian passport and
the other a Pakistani passport, have suddenly been sepa-
rated. Officials said the current easing of rules for NORI
visa holders is a step toward addressing the hardship faced
by such families

4 held with 211 grams of heroin, Rs 8.10
lakh drug money, 2 pistols in Mohali
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GNS News Agency, May 3

In a significant success in the ongoing campaign
against drug trafficking and organised crime, the Mohali
police arrested four individuals and recovered a major cache
of narcotics, illegal weapons, and vehicles.Addressing a
press conference, Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Deepak Pareek said that the police seized 211 grams of
heroin, Rs 8.10 lakh in drug money, two illegal .32 bore pis-
tols with 11 cartridges, five cartridges of .30 bore, and two
vehicles from the accused.

The SSP said that on April 25, under the supervision
of Inspector Harminder Singh, incharge of CIA Staff, a CIA
team was conducting surveillance near CP-67 Mall, Mohali,
targeting suspicious individuals. Acting on specific intelli-

gence, the team learned that Satnam Singh, alias Nikku,
resident of Phase-1 Mohali; Suraj Kumar, alias Pehalwan,
resident of Sohana; and Sukhwinder Singh alias Sukh, resi-
dent of Gura village, Jalandhar district, were carrying illegal
firearms.The information indicated they were moving around
in a white Swift car (HR13-L-7069) in the Mauli Baidwan
area under Sohana police station, allegedly planning to com-
mit a crime. Based on the tip-off, an FIR (No. 103 dated 25-
04-2025) under sections 25-54-59 of the Arms Act was reg-
istered at Sohana police station.According to SSP Pareek,
the CIA team apprehended the trio near Mauli Baidwan. A
search of their vehicle led to the recovery of a .32 bore pis-
tol, an extra magazine, five live cartridges, and 201 grams
of heroin. Following this, additional charges under sections
21/29-61-85 of the NDPS Act were invoked, and the ac-
cused were taken into custody.During interrogation, Satnam
Singh, alias Nikku, confessed that he sourced heroin from
Suhail, son of Mohammad Shabbir, resident of Sai Enclave,
Jhampur village, Mohali.Acting swiftly, the police arrested
Suhail from his residence. A search led to the recovery of
another .32 bore pistol with six cartridges, five cartridges of
.30 bore, Rs 8.10 lakh drug money, and 10 grams of heroin
from his black Thar vehicle (CH01-CQ-3251).Acording to
SSP Pareek, Satnam Singh, alias Nikku, and Suhail were
already booked in various police casesSSP Pareek added
that the accused were produced before the court on April
26 and were remanded in four days of police custody.

Pakistan-backed drug syndicate busted;
kingpin among 9 held in Chandigarh

GNS News Agency, May 3

The Chandigarh Police has claimed to have dismantled
a Pakistan-backed international drug syndicate, arresting
its alleged kingpin Gurmeet Singh along with his eight as-
sociates, including a woman.The seizures include 312.71
grams of heroin, Rs 5.12 lakh worth drug money, 2 cars
(Ertiga), and one scooter (electric), according to the
police.Acting on a tip-off, a team from the Crime Branch
Police Station launched a targeted operation on April 14.Dur-
ing the initial raid, two drug peddlers, Balkar Singh and
Navneet Kaur, were apprehended with 35.17 grams of
heroin, leading to the registration of an FIR under the NDPS
Act.Further investigations and disclosures by the arrested
individuals led to a series of coordinated raids across Punjab,
Haryana, and Rajasthan.Police said that Gurmeet Singh,
who is from Jalalabad, Punjab, was found to be in direct
contact with Pakistan-based smugglers Riyaz Sarvar and
Aabid Ali from the Kasur area of Pakistan, and was facili-
tated initially by notorious drug peddler Mahinder
Singh.During the probe, the police learnt that over a span of
five years, the syndicate is suspected to have smuggled
more than 100 kilograms of heroin into India, using sophis-
ticated methods such as 4-inch pipes to push the contra-
band through the border fencing under the cover of fog and
weather disturbances.According to the police, among the
arrested accused, Balkar Singh, 42, a resident of Sadar
Fazilka, was supplying heroin in the Tricity area along with
his associate Navneet Kaur (28).

Balkar, who had previously served jail time in a rape
case, used his network of local customers to distribute
heroin procured from Navneet's maternal uncle, Satnam
Singh.Navneet, a BTech graduate from Mohali, was unem-
ployed and involved in procuring heroin through family links
and distributing it with Balkar’s help, police claimed. Both
are currently in judicial custody.The UT police further said
that Chamkor Singh, 30, played a key role in aiding cross-
border smuggling operations.He, along with Gurmeet,
Chotu, and Gurjant, conducted reconnaissance along the
Pakistan border and helped smuggle 18 kilograms of heroin,
which he also hid at his residence. He provided supplies to
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his sister Navneet for distribution within the Tricity, police
said.Gurmeet, 33, has been identified by the police as the
mastermind of the syndicate. With two prior cases under
the NDPS Act registered against him, Gurmeet had been
in direct and longstanding contact with Pakistan-based
smuggler Riyaz Sarvar, even maintaining connections over
Facebook.He orchestrated the cross-border smuggling
operations, managed logistics, and distributed large con-
signments of heroin to peddlers across India, according to
the police.At the time of his arrest, police recovered 51.53
grams of heroin, two Ertiga cars, and an electric scooter
from his possession.Kuldeep Singh, 30, and Gurmeet’s
younger brother, supported the syndicate by facilitating the
movement of heroin packets to associates of Sarvar, po-
lice claimed.He was apprehended with 26.02 grams of
heroin and Rs 12,000 in drug money.Notably, Kuldeep was
previously arrested in a rape case.The Chandigarh Police
also revealed that another arrest was of Satnam Singh, 60,
the father of Gurmeet, who has a long history in drug smug-
gling operations and has been actively involved with Paki-
stan-based networks for years.He played a crucial role in
smuggling a 70-kilogram consignment of heroin in 2019 in
partnership with drug peddler Mahinder Singh and contin-
ued aiding cross-border operations with his son and other
associates.Sona, alias Chotu, a 25-year-old resident of
Jalalabad, was another key member of the network.He pro-
vided crucial support in smuggling operations across the
Pakistan border and Rs 5 lakh in drug proceeds were re-
covered from him at the time of arrest, police claimed.

At WAVES 2025, experts call for unified action against
piracy, blending technology, law, and awareness

Mumbai, 3 May 2025:At WAVES 2025, a panel dis-
cussion on “Piracy: Safeguarding Content through Tech-
nology” brought together global leaders in media, law, and
cybersecurity to address one of the most pressing chal-
lenges facing the digital content economy. Moderated by
Neil Gane, Vice President and Head of Asia Pacific at IP
House, the conversation reflected the growing consensus
that piracy is no longer a fringe concern but a mainstream
threat demanding coordinated, multi-dimensional
responses.Vivek Couto, Managing & Executive Director of
Media Partners Asia, underlined the economic cost of un-
checked piracy. “Online piracy is expected to cost the in-
dustry over 10% in lost revenue between 2025 and 2029,”
he said. “But effective anti-piracy enforcement could drive
a 25% increase in legal video service users and unlock a
USS$ 0.5 billion boost in content investment, raising the total
value to US$ 3.8 billion by 2029.” He urged stakeholders to
reframe the piracy discussion from protection to potential,
especially as India’s digital video economy scales.Dr. Shruti
Mantri, Associate Director at ISB Institute of Data Science,
highlighted the intersection of digital piracy and cybercrime.
“Piracy often involves malicious tools like trojans,
ransomware, and spyware. Users between 18-24 years
old are particularly vulnerable,” she said. She called for com-
prehensive public awareness campaigns and educational
initiatives, noting that prevention must begin with informed
consumers. She also announced a Digital Piracy Summit
being organized by ISB in collaboration with CBI and Interpol
onJuly 9-10.

Speaking on anti-piracy operations in the sports sec-
tor, Anurag Kashyap, Head of Anti-Piracy Operations at
DAZN, explained the preventive approach. “Our strategy is
built around the three Ds: detection, disruption, and deter-
rence. We start enforcement even before the event goes
live,” he said. Invisible watermarking, he added, plays a piv-
otal role in tracking leaks.

Harish Rao slams Congress
government over delay in Rythu
Bima premium payment

Hyderabad: Voicing concern over the failure of the
Congress government to pay the insurance premium for
Rythu Bima Scheme, BRS senior leader and former Minis-
ter T Harish Rao stated that the government should have
cleared the Rs 775 crore premium in February. However,
three months had already passed without payment.

The Rythu Bima scheme, originally introduced by
former Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao, was designed
to provide financial security to families of deceased farm-
ers, ensuring they do not face financial ruin. Concerns were
mounting over the delay in payment of premium to con-
tinue the programme.
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One-man band lends music to protest

GNS News Agency, May 3

These are the lines of a protest song that a Pune-based
musician quietly recited to the Mula river on Sunday. Hun-
dreds had braved the morning heat to participate in a pro-
test march at Pimple Nilakh against the Riverfront Devel-
opment on the Mula. Many had got creative with posters,
costumes and face paint — but one protestor stood out.
Swapnil Thakur aka Indian One Man Symphony, was a
veritable orchestra on the move. He had a drum kit strapped
to his back, operated by a pulley with his legs, a mouth
organ and a guitar. He walked with measured steps as the
instruments played simultaneously and added music to the
protesting chants.“As an artist, | feel that the river is very,
very close to my heart. The river is my source of inspira-
tion. | am a nature lover,” says Thakur, who plays 10-12
instruments including guitar, saxophone and flute.Search
the internet and one gets a sense of awe and admiration
that one-man bands generate the world over. One-man

against Mula riverfront project

bands are musicians who operate different instruments by
themselves and can offer a complete bouquet of sounds.
In India, one of the most famous is Gladson Peter of
Mumbai.

Thakur was inspired by a European musician to cre-
ate his own one-man band. “l did some trial and error for
three to four months and came up with my arrangement,”
he says. Sometimes the welding was wrong and, at other
times, the arrangement of instruments needed tweaking.
Finally, Thakur had it all figured out. Soon, he was being
invited to open mics and shows. It helped that his early in-
terest in music was nurtured by his family and he can play
a range of instruments. He had trained in the tabla but the
rest, including the guitar, was picked up from YouTube,
among others.

Thakur is an engineer who was born and raised in
Madhya Pradesh and first arrived in Pune to join a major
company. “In 2019, | met with a horrible accident in which
nine bones of my body were broken and | had to get three
metal implants, in my humerus from shoulder to elbow and
collar bones. It was because | was wearing a helmet that
my life was spared,” he says. Thakur never returned to
work. Instead he set up a business of wood-pressed oil in
Wakad and devoted the rest of his time to honing his musi-
cal skills.He talks passionately about the pain of watching
the river being polluted with sewage. “The river has made
its own path over the period of thousands of years. It has
raised warriors like Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj. The authorities are not giv-
ing a chance to nature, the natural biodiversity is being threat-
ened and, though it can never be restored to its original form,
we can try to halt future damage,” he says.

Massive fire at Croma showroom
in Mumbai’s Bandra; NDRF
mobilised, nearby building evacuated

GNS News Agency, May 3

Mumbai Bandra Fire News: A major fire was reported
at a showroom in Mumbai’s Bandra West early Tuesday,
prompting the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC)
to mobilise the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
to aid the Mumbai Fire Brigade (MFB) in dousing the
flames.According to officials, no injuries have been reported
so far in the Level IV or serious blaze at the Croma show-
room, which later engulfed the entire commercial building.
They said several shops as well as restaurants inside the
commercial complex were gutted in the fire, causing sig-
nificant financial losses.AThey said the fire was reported at
4.11 am at the Croma showroom inside the basement of
the Link Square building along Linking Road Number 33 in
Bandra West.

According to preliminary information, the fire was ini-
tially confined to the basement, housing the Croma show-
room, of the basement-plus-three-storey structure, but
smoke engulfed the entire building soon. The blaze esca-
lated rapidly with the fire brigade declaring the blaze as Level
| at 4.17 am, followed by a Level Il upgrade at 4.28 am,
Level lll at 4.49 am, and then as Level IV at 6.25 am.MFB
categorises a small blaze as Level |, medium fire as Level
II, major flames at Level lll, and a ‘serious’ fire is declared

Level IV.The Mumbai Fire Brigade evacuated the adjacent
building as plumes of smoke spread across the
neighbourhood. NDRF teams reached the spot at 7.50
am.MFB also pressed at least 13 jumbo tankers, eight fire
engines, and other equipment on the site to put out the fire.
The firefighting operations are still underway with the fire
personnel using 12 lines of 15 motor pumps, of which nine
are small hose lines and two high pressure.While the flames
have been controlled, the fire brigade is carrying out cool-
ing operations at the site. According to officials, they are
conducting a ventilation process by shattering the glass
facade of the structure.

Severed thumb, smartwatch and a threat
letter: 2 arrested, minor held for demanding
Rs 5 crore from Delhi businessman

GNS News Agency, May 3

A smartwatch, a severed thumb, and a letter with a
threat — a 44-year-old garment merchant living in East
Delhi’'s Shahdara was shocked when he received a pack-
age with these items at his home on April 16. The sender
had made a demand of Rs 5 crore “to feed starving people
of Gaza”.“Brother, you don’t know us, but we know you
very well. You must know that there is a war going on in
Gaza...Lakhs of our people are dying of hunger there. We
have to send food to those people, for which you have to
help us...You just understand that Allah has chosen
you...We are giving you 10 days,” the letter read. While
reporting the matter to police, the man recalled the chilling
words of a young girl who delivered the letter to him: “They
killed my father too.”

Scared for his life, the man filed a complaint, and an
FIR was registered under sections of extortion. A police
team traced the route undertaken by the girl by analysing
footage from over 600 CCTV cameras.On April 18, the po-
lice apprehended the minor girl. She told police that her uncle,
the key accused in the extortion case, had asked her to
deliver the package. He had told the girl to help him out of a
tough financial spot he had found himself in. When the po-
lice came to arrest the girl’s uncle, he allegedly admitted
that he and the victim were childhood friends.He had earlier
taken a loan of around Rs 15-20 lakh from the victim but
failed to return it. He then convinced the victim to invest Rs
1.55 crore in a chain restaurant that he wanted to open,
which failed miserably, said police.

Desperate for money, the accused again allegedly
hatched a plan to dupe his friend. “He admitted that he had
hired a few people and paid them Rs 35,000. He also took
help from his niece...and a relative to execute his plan...he
then bought a plastic thumb...and a smart watch. He re-
vealed that he picked his niece up from home at about 6.30
am and made her understand the whole plan...Then, the
girl visited the house of the complainant and delivered the
parcel to...put the fear of death in him,” said DCP Shahdara
Prashant Gautam.The fake thumb was made to look real-
istic by allegedly inserting a chicken bone. It was smeared
with blood and raw flesh. To make the letter more believ-
able, he had told the victim months back how he’d received
a similar threat and negotiated the ransom down to Rs 20
crore to get some “terrorists” off his back. “He hoped that
his friend would come to him for help and he’d convince
him to pay the money,” said DCP Gautam. The key ac-
cused told police that the victim owned garment shops and
a garment factory, which made him believe that he could
easily pay the money.The thumb, the accused told police,
was inspired by a Sanjay Dutt film he’d watched. He thought
that he’d use the smartwatch to track the victim’s move-
ments. “It was a pretty hare-brained plan,” admitted a po-
lice officer privy to the investigation.The accused and his
relative, who helped him, were arrested and sent to judicial

custody after being produced in court, said police.The two
have been booked under BNS sections 308(5) (extortion)
and 61(2) (criminal conspiracy). The minor girl was sent to
an observation home for girls.

Pahalgam terror attack; NIA
officers meet wife of eceased
Bengaluru resident, seek details

GNS News Agency, May 3

NIA officers Monday met with the wife of the Bengaluru
resident who lost his life in the Pahalgam terror
attack.Sources said the officers of the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) asked Dr Sujatha, the wife of deceased
software engineer Bharath Bhushan, 41, about their travel
plans, the sequence of events during the Pahalgam attack,
whether the terrorists spoke to her, how she responded,
and if she noticed any distinctive features that could help
identify the attackers.

Bhushan had travelled to Jammu and Kashmir with
his wife and toddler son on April 18, just four days after
celebrating his birthday. He was killed during the Pahalgam
attack on April 22.Meanwhile, NIA officers are expected to
meet the family of Manjunath, the Shivamogga victim of
the terror attack, in the next couple of days.

Speaking to reporters, Pallavi Manjunath Rao, the wife
of deceased Manjunath, narrated that terrorists did not ask
her about their religion.“The terrorists did not ask us any-
thing about our religion. My husband was shot from a short
distance. But others shared that the terrorists asked Hin-
dus and Muslims to separate. After confirming that some
were Hindus, they shot them dead,” Pallavi Manjunath Rao
said.

Gun lover, gang member, and mother
of a two-year-old: The making of New
Seelampur’s 19-year-old ‘Lady Don’

GNS News Agency, May 3

Earlier this month, a video of two police personnel es-
corting a young woman into a police station surfaced on
Instagram — she had just been arrested for allegedly bran-
dishing an illegal firearm on social media. Clad in a white
salwar-kurta, a white scarf around her neck, she turns
around, flashes a gleeful smile and a thumbs up. The video
even had a background score, a Haryanvi song “tane reel
mein gunde dekhe se, makha real mein gunde humse...”In
February, several photos on the social media platform
showed the same young woman striking a pose with a coun-
try-made pistol.Her Instagram handle, ‘Sher_ki_Sherni’, has
more than 24,000 followers. And her posts and reels sported
a common tagline — ‘Lady Don’.This young woman is Zikra
of Northeast Delhi’'s New Seelampur. An alleged member
of the Mastan gang, she has garnered quite a reputation at
the age of 19.Ten days after her arrest and subsequent re-
lease on bail in the Arms Act case, Zikra was arrested again
on a far more serious charge — allegedly abetting the mur-
der of a 17-year-old boy in the locality where she lives.On
April 17, police said the 17-year-old was out buying milk
when Zikra’s associates — an 18-year-old and two juve-
niles — cornered him in the market and allegedly stabbed
him multiple times. Zikra was there too, watching it unfold,
police claimed.4. Spot where the 17-year-old boy was killed
on April 17. Amit Mehra 4. Spot where the 17-year-old boy
was killed on April 17.Police have claimed that she was the
key conspirator of the crime, which sparked communal ten-
sionin the area.

They have since apprehended eight others in the case.
DCP (Northeast) Ashish Kumar Mishra had earlier said,
“During the probe, evidence was collected against the ac-
cused — Zikra, another accused and two juveniles — who
conspired to attack the victim. Five suspects aided the main
accused in escaping and hiding.”Police insisted that the teen
was a member of a gang and became a victim of rivalry
between two warring groups. His family, however, has flatly
denied his gang links.

At the centre of New Seelampur's CPJ Block is a
modest square, locally called the chowk or chowki — a
busy crossroad where everyday life converges. Vendors
line the edges selling groceries. Others serve up samosas
and kachoris alongside strong, sweet tea made with buf-
falo milk sourced fresh from local families, who keep the
animals in small sheds behind the temple in the chowk.The
Sheetla Mata temple is at one end, its bells occasionally
breaking through the chatter. The small, beige two-storeyed
house of Zikra’s mother, which now sports a lock on its
door, sits just beside the temple, while her uncle’s home is
a few steps away.Her grandmother’s house, which has lo-
cally earned the moniker “AC wala ghar” — it is the only
house in that part of the block that has a split AC —is a 10-
minute walk through the winding alleys, where two people
can barely pass through without brushing shoulders or bump-
ing into each other.The 17-year-old victim’s house is even
closer, barely a minute away on foot.Tall trees arch over
the narrow streets, offering shade to the busy lanes that
thread through J and H Block, all leading inevitably to the
chowk. It is here that Zikra and her friends gathered every
night before heading out, claimed locals.Zikra is the eldest
child of her parents, Heena and Sharvar Khan. Soon after
her younger brother, who is now 14, was born, their par-
ents divorced. Heena is now married to Sameer.But how
did this young baby-faced woman, with long hair and blonde
highlights, gain such notoriety?

Her social media videos provided clues to the tough
and cool exterior she attempted to showcase. In one reel,
mouthing lyrics and dialogues, she swaggers into the frame,
wearing a sweatshirt and joggers, with her hands in her
pockets.In another reel, she wears a spotless white kurta
and pajama while making finger guns at the camera on cue
with gunshot sound effects.Her favourite accessory is al-
ways a gun. Posing with one casually placed against her
temple, cocking it in a video with a cheeky smile, or even

planting a kiss on the barrel — Zikra adores the guns she
handles. “Mohabbat, meri rani (My love, she’s my queen),”
she wrote in the caption of pictures of her manicured and
painted hands splayed and stroking a gun with bullets scat-
tered around it.

When The Indian Express spoke to acquaintances and
neighbours of Zikra, they said she has always been head-
strong, even in school.A former classmate, Manisha (18),
said Zikra was expelled in Class X after she allegedly
slapped a teacher who reprimanded her. “She would tell
other girls not to mess with her or she’d beat them up. She
would often start fights as well,” she said.A senior police
officer said she got married when she was 17. She lived
with her husband, who is in the scrap business, for over a
year at his home in Janta Colony in Welcome. They have a
two-year-old son. But she soon returned to her family home
in Seelampur, along with the child. She moved in with her
mother, her stepfather, and her younger brother.Last year,
she got divorced. “She was often in contact with people
who had criminal backgrounds, so she divorced her hus-
band,” the officer said.Mohammad Atiq, a neighbour, said
she was always a wilful child. “But around the time she
turned 12-13 years old, she became very stubborn. She’d
often talk back to her grandmother and mother, never lis-
tening to them... she had a gang of 14-15 friends who she
was close to.”

Bismillah, who runs a tea stall near the family home,
said she became more brazen as she increasingly became
embroiled with the police. “After her recent arrest, she found
greater admiration and respect among her friends... she
started going out with her group more often... All night, they
would roam around, shooting bullets in the air and mugging
people who dared to cross their path,” he claimed.Atiq added
that frequent complaints from neighbours only elicited help-
less responses from her family. “They’d just say, ‘What can
we do? She doesn't listen’,” he said.The area’s pradhan,
Vinod Pradhan, tried to shed some light on why Zikra and
several young people have taken to crime. “These children...
don’t see a point in studying... There are no jobs... they
see people around them engage in crime and earn money.
Most of the children come from violent households... or
their parents are neglectful... So they mimic what they see
around them.”It was around the time of her marriage, police
said, that Zikra came in contact with Zoya Khan, the wife of
jailed gangster Hashim Baba. Zoya — recently arrested in
connection with the murders of a businessman and a gym
owner — lived near the home of Zikra’s husband.During
questioning, police said, Zikra admitted that she was inspired
by Zoya, who would also make reels on Instagram. Zikra
wanted to join Hashim Baba via Zoya but she had to return
to Seelampur after the divorce. She then decided to join the
Mastan gang, a recent entrant into the crime world, said
police.The Mastan gang is allegedly led by Shoaib Mastan
(21), who lives in the same locality. His criminal records
show he’s been involved in thefts and snatchings. He has
been in and out of jail several times; he was lodged in Tihar
Jail in connection with a robbery case till recently, police
said.The gang, which has been around for the past three-
four years, counts several juveniles among its members,
added the police — some of these young men are Zikra’s
relatives.Their rivals are the group led by Lala. Police records
show that Lala alias Prashant (25), a resident of the same
area, faces two criminal cases of causing hurt. Like Mastan,
his group also comprises youngsters.

According to police, the 17-year-old’s murder appears
to be a fallout between these two groups. A police officer
claimed the teen was with the Lala group, part of the ‘Gyara
Samaj — a collective term for 11 different castes living in
the area.The members of the two groups often engaged in
fights over supremacy in the locality and frequently posted
photos with guns on their social media profiles, challenging
each other to showcase their power, an officer said. “She
(Zikra), too, would post reels of herself posing with pistols
on Instagram,” the officer added.During Diwali last year, an
officer said members of the two groups had fought over an
issue of parking a bike in a lane. After this incident, police
said, Lala’s group attacked an 18-year-old from the Mastan
gang — who is now one of the accused in the 17-year-old’s
murder — in November 2024.Things came to a head on
the evening of April 17. In revenge for the November at-
tack, police said, Zikra’s associates allegedly knifed the
teen. Before the attack, they asked him about Lala’s where-
abouts, police added.According to the victim’s mother,
members of the Mastan gang had often come around de-
manding to know where Lala was. “They asked my son,
too, but he refused to tell them... he knew they’d kill Lala.
The Mastan gang cornered several people in the locality
and asked them to give up Lala. Zikra even threatened
people at knife point,” claimed the mother.

Jamia Millia Islamia staffer arrested
for stalking, harassing student

GNS News Agency, May 3

a post-graduate student from Jamia Millia Islamia
lodged a complaint against a college staff worker for alleg-
edly assaulting her