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Harish Rao finds fault with
Congress government over false

claims of interest-free loans

CM Revanth reprimands Congress
MLAs over poor style of functioning

200 million square feet of Grade-A

commercial space by 2030 : Sridhar Babu

CM Revanth narrowly
escapes lift accident

BRSV, BRSY launch
three day long padayatra

Women got special powers thanks to

Ambedkar, Rajiv Gandhi: Bhatti

Rains lash several areas in city
Hyderabad, April 15 (NSS): Rain greeted the city residents, who were groaning under sweltering heat today. The rain

lashed several parts of Hyderabad. Moderate rains lashed out at Begambazaar, Koti, Sultan Bazaar, Abids, Basheer
Bagh, Nampally, Liberty, Himayat Nagar, Narayanaguda, Lakdikapool, Tank Bund and other areas in the city. The Motor-
ists and passers-by faced difficulties due to rainwater flowing on the roads.The Rains lashed several parts of the city with
gusty winds. The Roads were flooded in Begambazar, Koti, Basheer Bagh, Nampally, Lakdikapool, Tank Bund, Ameerpet,
Khairatabad, Patny and Maredpalli areas. Vehicles were stranded for kilometers in several areas. The rains hit several
areas across the State due to the influence of a surface level cyclonic circulation. The Meteorological Department has
already issued warnings that there would be rains in Telangana for the next three days due to this effect. It has said winds
were  likely to blow at a speed of 30 to 40 kilometer per hour.

Errabelli dares CM to
hold local body elections

Mahabubabad, April 15  BRS party leader and former
minister Errabelli Dayakar Rao today made sensational
comments. He announced that if the Congress party wins
the local body elections, he would quit politics.A prepara-
tory meeting of the BRS party was held in Thorrur in the
undivided Warangal district on Tuesday. Errabelli Dayakar
Rao participated as the chief guest in the meeting and ad-
dressed the gathering.

 Speaking on the occasion, he challenged CM Revanth
Reddy to hold the local body elections if he has courage.
He stated that CM Revanth Reddy was afraid of holding
the local body elections. He explained that out of the 119
assembly seats in the State, only 10 of them were in favour
of the Congress party. He predicted that the BRS party
would win in the remaining places. He made it clear that if
local body elections are held, the true face of the Congress
party would be revealed

Unsold residential property
stocks go up sharply in Hyd

Hyderabad: Once sold like hot cakes, residential properties of Hyderabad appear to have gone out of favor with
property seekers these days.And the once most sought after property destination, Hyderabad has now won the dubious
distinction of being the only city among major metros of the country, to have its unsold property stocks go up sharply.Across
the country, the latest Anarock research highlights a promising trend of unsold inventory in the affordable housing seg-
ment (< Rs. 40 lakh) falling by 19 per cent across top seven cities in the past year, from 1.40 lakh units (Q1 2024-end) to
1.13 lakh units (Q1 2025-end).

Hyderabad, April 15 : Telangana Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy had a close call with an accident due to a
brief malfunction in the lift at the Novotel Hotel in Hyderabad
on Tuesday. The lift, which had unexpectedly halted while
he was using it, was designed to accommodate 8 people
but had been occupied by 13, leading to an overload.Initially,
there was tension among the Chief Minister and his staff,
as they were uncertain about the situation. However, after
a short period, they managed to regain their composure
and exited the lift.Hotel personnel and the Chief Minister’s
security team were promptly notified. The lift was eventu-
ally opened, and Revanth Reddy was escorted to the sec-
ond floor via another lift. Officials and police personnel ex-
pressed their relief that the Chief Minister emerged
unscathed.Chief Minister Revanth Reddy arrived at the
Novatel Hotel for the CLP meeting. Government Whips and
MLAs welcomed him and escorted him inside the venue.
While heading to the upper floors, several leaders entered
a lift that was designed to hold a maximum of 8
individuals.Inside the lift, there were 13 people present, in-
cluding Revanth Reddy, which led to it immediately sinking
due to the excess weight. Upon the activation of the alarm,
officials and hotel staff quickly responded and assisted in
getting everyone, including the Chief Minister, safely out of
the lift.

Hyderabad, April 15
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy has expressed dis-
content with Congress
MLAs regarding their inef-
fective approach to gover-
nance and their tendency to
publicly discuss party
matters.During a meeting of
the Congress Legislature
Party (CLP) held at a hotel
in Shamshabad on Tues-
day, the Chief Minister
emphasised that the MLAs'
behavior would not be toler-
ated if they continued to
speak freely about internal
party issues. He voiced con-
cerns about the conduct of
numerous MLAs, noting that
none of them were utilising
social media to highlight the
developmental works and
welfare initiatives being car-
ried out by the Congress
government. The Chief Min-
ister criticised the MLAs for
failing to counteract negative
narratives aimed at the gov-
ernment and pointed out that
some MLAs were neglecting
their constituencies and

spending most of their time
in Hyderabad. Revanth
Reddy urged them to refrain
from engaging in politics
solely on
weekends.Revanth Reddy
stated that there should be
no uncertainty regarding
ministerial positions, affirm-
ing that the party leadership
will manage the situation. He
warned MLAs to be cau-
tious, as all their remarks are
being recordeThe Chief Min-
ister also gave directions to

Congress MLAs on taking
the government welfare
schemes to the people and
suggested that activities
should be planned so that
MLAs can visit constituen-
cies from April 17 to June 2.
He highlighted the long-term
benefits of distributing qual-
ity rice to the people and ad-
vocated for improving the
accessibility of the 'Bhu
Bharati portal' for farmers.

 Revanth Reddy also
emphasised that the

Indiramma Housing
scheme serves as a national
benchmark. He noted that
the BC caste census has
addressed a longstanding
issue, as the government
has introduced legislation to
ensure 42 percent reserva-
tion for BCs. Additionally, he
mentioned that the govern-
ment has enacted the SC
Categorisation Act to pro-
vide a permanent resolution
for the sub-castes within the
SC community The Chief
Minister stated that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
being burdened by the initia-
tives from Telangana and
that the categorisation of
Scheduled Castes has be-
come an obstacle for the
BJP.The Telangana devel-
opment model is a topic of
conversation nationwide.
Both the BJP and BRS par-
ties have misrepresented
the Kancha Gachibowli
lands using AI technology
and have disseminated
negative propaganda about
the Congress government,"
he added.

Murshidabad is burning, they
are silent: CM Yogi slams Oppn

 GNS News Agency, April 15

New Delhi: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday launched a scathing attack on the
Opposition over their silence on the violence in West
Bengal’s Murshidabad.During the inauguration of various
development projects at the Amar Senani Raja Narpati
Singh Memorial site in the Hardoi district, he referred to the
ongoing communal tensions in Bengal, where Hindus were
attacked during protests against the Waqf Act.

CM Yogi lambasted political opponents for what he
called “selective outrage” and “appeasement
politics”.Addressing a large gathering, the CM said, “Those
who create unrest and incite violence, their only treatment
is with the danda (stick). You’ve all seen how West Bengal
is burning, yet the Chief Minister there remains silent.”

He further criticised Mamata Banerjee’s stance, add-
ing, “She calls the protesters and those causing unrest
‘peace bearers'. But those who deserve a danda cannot be
handled with words. In the name of secularism, they have
given complete freedom to the unruly elements of
society.”“Murshidabad has been burning for a week, yet
the state government chooses to stay quiet. Such intoler-
ance cannot be accepted in a democratic society,” CM Yogi
added.CM Yogi also thanked the judiciary for stepping in to
ensure the safety of citizens. “I would like to express my
gratitude to the court for deploying Central security forces
and taking action to ensure the security of Hindus.”

Turning his criticism toward Congress and the
Samajwadi Party (SP), the Chief Minister said, “Congress
is silent on Murshidabad; SP is silent too. These are the
same people who supported the unrest in Bangladesh. It
seems they would rather go to Bangladesh than stay in In-
dia; why be a burden here?”Praising the Central leadership
on the Waqf Act, CM Yogi stated, “I am indebted to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for passing the Waqf Amendment Bill. It’s a signifi-
cant step to reclaim land that was forcibly taken from the
poor.”On Sunday, CM Yogi lashed out at his West Bengal
counterpart Mamata Banerjee over the Murshidabad vio-
lence and said that the Hindus being targeted in Bengal were
Dalits, who stand to gain the most from the amended Waqf
Act.

Hyderabad, April 15 : It was Architect of Constitution
Dr B R Ambedkar and former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
who laid foundation for special powers and rights to women
and share in political power in the country, said Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka.He was the Chief Guest at “Stree
Summit” organised at Taj Deccan here on Tuesday."Ban
on child marriages, demand for  dowry,  voting right, di-
vorce, Acts  like Property Right for women came for imple-
mentation through Dr Ambedkar’s Hindu Code Bill in our
country. Former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi made it pos-
sible for 33 per cent reservation for women in local bodies,"
Bhatti said. Thanks to these measures women could enter

electoral politics and administratioIn Telangana, the Con-
gress government is working with the objective of women
empowerment. It has set a target to make one crore women
crorepathis in the State in five years, the Deputy Chief Min-
ister s  He stated that as part of its endeavour, the State
government extended Rs 21,000 crore interest free loans
to women belonging to SHGs in the first year exceeding
the target. In the coming four months every year Rs 20,000
crore interest free loans will be extended to women, Bhatti
said. Bhatti Vikramarka said that partnership was given to
women in the new Green Power policy brought by the gov-
ernment to help women become entrepreneurs. He further
stated that the agreement was entered with women groups
to set up solar plants  through bank linkage, government to
give vacant lands on lease to set up solar plants and to buy
back the solar power generated by women’s groups.The
State government also took up the process to make women
groups buy buses through bank loans and give them on
lease to RTC and benefit financially. In addition to this, op-
portunity is being given to SHG groups for setting up Indira
Shakti canteens in all publuc sector enterprises in the State.
These steps will help women to become financially strong,"
he added.The Deputy Chief Minister said programmes like
“Stree Summit” would help in making people tread on right
path and help government in enacting proper legislations.

GNS News Agency, April 15

Hyderabad: Former Minister and senior BRS leader T
Harish Rao came down heavily on the Congress govern-
ment for misleading women with hollow promises and in-
flated claims about interest-free loans.Calling out Finance
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka’s recent claim in
Mancherial that interest-free loans worth Rs.21,000 crore
were disbursed to women, Harish Rao termed it a publicity
stunt. “As per GO 27, interest-free loans are applicable only
up to Rs 5 lakh. Women are still paying interest on the re-
maining Rs.15 lakh,” he said.He demanded for an immedi-
ate release of a government order, if loans up to Rs.20 lakh
were indeed interest-free. He warned that failing to do so
would expose the Congress’s deceit. “If this is not corrected,
women will teach Congress a lesson,” he cautioned.The
BRS MLA stated that the same loan insurance and acci-
dent insurance cheques were handed out twice by the Chief
Minister, initially in Warangal in November last year and
again in Hyderabad (March 2025)—but none were cleared
yet.Harish Rao also slammed the government’s mishan-
dling of uniform stitching charges for students, questioning
how Rs.75 would suffice. While the Congress increased
uniform stitching charges from Rs.50 to Rs.75, the in-
creased amount is yet to reach the beneficiaries.“Even the
additional Rs.25 has not reached women,” he said, demand-
ing the amount be increased to Rs.150.The former Minister
also expressed concern over the mismanagement of
Srinidhi, the lending arm for self-help groups, where 40 per
cent of loans have turned into non performing assets
(NPAs). He urged the government to appoint an IAS officer
to salvage the issue.“Revanth Reddy promised to make
women millionaires.

Nalgonda, April 15 The BRSV and BRSY Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri District wings have launched   a three-day large-
scale padayatra from Vemulakonda Lakshmi Narasimha
Swamy Temple to the feet of Yadadri Sri Lakshmi
Narasimha Swamy. Former minister & MLA Guntakandla
Jagadish Reddy, former MLAs Paylla Sekhar Reddy, Dr
Gadari Kishore Kumar, Kusukuntla Prabhakar Reddy,
Bhullu Bhikshamayya Goud flagged off the padayatra. The
main objective of the yatra was to make the BRS Party
Silver Jubilee public meeting to be held in Warangal on April
27 a grand success.

Speaking on the occasion, Jagadish Reddy called
upon the party leaders to leave no stone unturned for the
grand success of the party meeting. He said the people of
the State were eagerly waiting for hearing the speech of
their party president and former CM KCR at the public meet-
ing. The State party leaders like Gongidi Mahender Reddy,
Chintala Venkateswar Reddy, Onteddu Narasimha Reddy,
Kyama Mallesh, Palla Praveen Reddy, Regatte Mallikarjuna
Reddy and others also took part in the padayatra

Speaking on the occasion, Jagadish
Reddy called upon the party leaders to
leave no stone unturned for the grand
success of the party meeting

Hyderabad, April 15 Minister for IT and Industries
Duddilla Sridhar Babu has announced that the State gov-
ernment plans to develop 200 million square feet of Grade-
A commercial space in Hyderabad by the year 2030.He
was speaking at the formal inauguration of the "Citizens
Global Capability Center," a joint initiative by Citizens Fi-
nancial Group (USA) and Cognizant Technologies, held in
Nanakramguda on Tuesday.The Minister emphasised that
Hyderabad is rapidly evolving into a Global Business Hub,
resulting in a significant surge in demand for high-quality
commercial space."Unlike metro cities such as Delhi and
Chennai, where demand is tapering off, Hyderabad recorded
a remarkable 56 percent year-on-year growth in commer-
cial space absorption last year. The highest in the country.
In the retail sector alone, 1.8 million square feet was leased
by various firms in the previous year," he said.

 Highlighting Hyderabad’s growing global relevance,
Sridhar Babu noted that the city currently hosts 355 Global
Capability Centers (GCCs) from multinational corporations
such as Amgen, GlobalLogic, Eli Lilly, Marriott, and Cigna,
collectively employing over 300,000 professionals. More
than 70 new GCCs have been established in Hyderabad

within just one year.Sridhar Babu underscored the state’s
vision to not only make Hyderabad a hub for GCCs but to
also transform them into global value-added centers focus-
ing on innovation, R&D, and product development. He ex-
pressed confidence that Telangana’s contribution to India’s
GDP will reach one trillion dollars by 2030.The Minister re-
affirmed the state government’s commitment to attracting
investments and generating employment for the youth.
Criticising attempts by some to deliberately spread misin-
formation and discourage investment, he stated that under
the leadership of Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, the gov-
ernment enjoys the trust of the industrial community with
many investors showing keen interest in setting up opera-
tions in Telangana.
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Beri Ramachander Yadav participated in the
distribution of BP Mandal Yadav awards

““Gachibowli April 15: The death anniversary of Shri
Bindeshwar Prasad Mandal Yadav was celebrated at
Basheerbagh Press Club. The awards of the BP Mandal
were distributed at this event. Speaking on the occasion,
Beri Ramachandra Yadav said that BP Mandal made many
sacrifices and became the backbone of the poor and weaker
sections of the country. He demanded that the central gov-

ernment should recognize his services and give him the
Bharat Ratna award. The event was attended by elders of
BC, SC and ST backward castes.““Speaking, the leaders
of the Telangana BC JAC Ikya Vedika Samiti demanded
that BP Mandal Yadav, who sacrificed his post as the Chief
Minister of Bihar and fought for the backward castes, be
given due respect, that his statue be installed in every vil-
lage, and that the government think about making his his-
tory known in education up to the tenth grade.““He demanded
that the central and state governments immediately imple-
ment the 40 recommendations proposed by BP Mandal.
Gaddam Srinivas said that he would set up a building for
the weaker sections of the society, BC, SC,  ST and mi-
norities with his own funds. He said that training classes for
education and medical employment would be organized in
it and all the youth should come forward.“First, Suraj Mandal,
Bodi Ram Chander and BC movement leader Rajaram
Yadav garlanded the portrait of BP Mandal.““

“The program was attended by Satyanarayana Yadav,
Andela Kumar Yadav, Students JAC Chairman RK
Sayanna Mudiraj, BC Federation President Chinni Krishna
Rao Yadav, Builder State BC Leaders, Medchal Malkajgiri
District President Medari Sangam State Leaders Gor
Mukundam, Builder Koteswara Rao Yadav, Raghu Yadav,
National Labour Welfare Association State President
Ananthayya, Film Director Kumaraswamy Yadav, Con-
gress Party Youth Leaders Gontu Suresh, State BC Lead-
ers Paturi Krishnamohan, Muralidhar, Central University BC
Student Association JAC Chairman Shiva, Andela
Satyanarayana Yadav, Andela Kumar Yadav, Srisailam
Yadav Kodakanchi, Gokul Youth Shivakumar Yadav,
Sangareddy District Vidyavantula Vedika President
Panduranga Rao Yadav, Sheep and Goat Breeders State
President Kommu Ashok Yadav, Sarpanchula Forum found-
ing president Soudhani Bhumanna Yadav, student division
BC leaders Praveen Yadav, Tokala Srinivas Yadav, Pilli
Ramaraju Yadav, contested MLA Shetty Vamsi Mohan
Yadav, Langar House Division Yadava Sangam president
Arella Srisailam Yadav, senior fans of the program“and
many women and men corporators participated in the me-
morial program.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar is a
great visionary: TDP

Shalivahana Parliament
President Amudal Tulsidas“

“April 15, Indian Chronicle Rayalaseema co-
ordinator““TDP Shalivahana Parliament President Amudal
Tulsidas praised Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar as a great
visionary.“Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar“Celebrations
were held at the Tirupati
Parliament Office under the
auspices of Yadava Corpo-
ration Chairman Narasimha
Yadav to commemorate his
134th birth anniversary.
Amudal Tulsidas, who par-
ticipated in the program,
garlanded the portrait of Dr.
Ambedkar and paid trib-
utes. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Amudal Tulsidas
recalled that Dr. Ambedkar
was the hope of the weaker
sections of the country.  He
made it clear that every
common man is able to pro-
tect his rights only because
of the Indian Constitution, which was born from his ideas.
TDP leaders, fans and activists participated in this program
in large numbers.

Tiruchanur police cleverly brought back
children who had run away from home.

“April 15,Indian Chronicle, Rayalaseema co-
ordinator““The incident of 5 children running away from home
in Mangalam under Tiruchanur Rural Police Station limits
has created a stir. According to the details given to the media
by Tiruchanur CI Sunil Kumar....five children from
Mangalam, Aman, Asif (brothers), Venkatesh, Vasu, and
Mithunvardhan, all aged 12 to 15, ran away with 3000 thou-
sand rupees without telling them at home on Monday after-
noon around 12 noon as they wanted to visit Pondicherry
as it was summer vacation. The children reached
Pondicherry in the evening and tried to stay in a lodge for

the night after wandering around there. The lodge staff, who
became suspicious, asked the children for their details and
provided information to the police.  Tiruchanur police had
already received complaints from parents and coordinated
with Pondicherry police to cleverly call back the children.
Tirupati District SP Harshavardhan Raju congratulated SS
Jagannath Reddy and Sainath Chaudhary for their active
role in this case on the orders of Chandragiri Sub-Division
DSP Prasad. Tiruchanur CI Sunil Kumar appealed to par-
ents to be vigilant about their children's activities as the
summer holidays are approaching. He said that they will
always be available to provide them with counseling.

Students Samskruti Inter
College celebrate victory.“

“•Student secures 2nd position at state level“““April 15,
Indian Chronicle, Rayalaseema co-ordinator““The students
of Tiruchanur Samskruti College have achieved the best
results in the recently released Inter results, said Praneeth
Penumadu, the director of the institution. Speaking to the
media on this occasion,““In the second year results, C.K.
Jitesh stood 2nd at the state level with (991/1000) marks,
and secured first position at the Tirupati district level.““In
the Inter first and second year results, more than 50% stu-
dents secured 90% marks, he said. The chairperson of
Samskruti inter College,. P. Sulochana, and Director
Praneeth specially congratulated the students who achieved
excellent results as well as the faculty who worked hard for
it.

"COMPREHENSIVE FIRE SAFETY DRILL
ORGANISED FOR RTC STAFF AT MANTHANI
DEPOT AS PART OF FIRE SERVICE WEEK"“

“ “ P . S . A S H O K A N “ I N D I A N
CHRONICLE“MANTHANI,APRIL 16.““In observance of
National Fire Service Week, a comprehensive fire safety
sensitization program was conducted on the second day of
the week-long campaign at the Manthani RTC Bus Depot.
The initiative aimed to fortify awareness and readiness
among RTC personnel regarding fire emergencies, particu-

larly in public transport environments.““Manthani Fire Of-
ficer Mr. Shiva Shankara Vara Prasad, addressing the ses-
sion, imparted vital knowledge on fire prevention protocols,
emergency mitigation strategies, and effective crisis re-
sponse techniques. Drivers and conductors were especially
trained on how to manage critical situations such as onboard
fire accidents and were instructed on administering CPR
and ensuring passenger safety during unforeseen
incidents.““Furthermore, in an effort to extend public out-
reach, fire department officials also distributed fire safety
brochures to passengers at the bus station, promoting com-
munity-level awareness and preparedness.““Personnel who
played a pivotal role in executing the program included Lead-
ing Fireman Meda Devender, Firemen Narender and Raghu,
and RTC drivers Ramesh and Nagaraju, along with sev-
eral other depot staff members. Their proactive participa-
tion reflected a shared commitment to ensuring a safer and
more resilient transport system.

State Level Golden School Award to
'Disneyland' School and got Ranks in Olympiad..

““Damera, April 15 (In-
dian Chronicle):““The
'Disneyland' school has
been ranked at the State
Level Golden School Award
and got ranks in Olympiad.
The recent Indian talent ex-
ams conducted across
Telangana state -wide Indian
Talent Examinations.
Oglapur Village, Damera
Mandal of  Hanumakonda
District  Disney land High
School in state -level sci-
ence, Maths Olympiad and
Kairav Kant 8th, Samarla
Srivani 15th rank Achieved.

The chief advisers of
the school, Dayyala
Mallaiah, Dayyala  Sadiah,
Baluga Lakshminavasam,
Directors Baluga
Shobharani, Dyyala Rakesh

Bhanu and Dyyala Dinesh
Chander expressed their
displeasure over the
rankings. Teachers and fel-

low students have been
greeted by students who
have been ranked in the
state.  And parents and well

-wishers congratulate the
school ownership for win-
ning the Golden School
Award at the state level.

Signify illuminates over 300
forest villages in Bahraich, Uttar

Pradesh, under Har Gaon
Roshan CSR project

Hyderabad:Har Gaon Roshan CSR project aims to
enhancing safety in forest regions affected by human-wild-
life conflict using the power of light. Bahraich is recognized
as one of India’s aspirational districts, with a focus on im-
proving health, education, and infrastructure. The installa-
tion of energy-efficient lights has reduced human-wildlife con-
flict, allowing villagers to move freely and securely after dark,
has also extended opportunities for livelihood activities and
improved access to education, particularly for children
studying in the evenings. By empowering communities with
sustainable lighting solutions, this initiative has paved the
way for a brighter future, where safety, opportunity, and
progress shine brightly in the heart of rural Uttar Pradesh.The
project executed in partnership with FINISH Society encom-
passes the installation of over 5000 high-quality LED and
solar streetlights across a vast network of 300 forest vil-
lages. The recent inauguration event was attended by Mr
B. Shiv Shankar, Divisional Forest officer(DFO) of
Katarniaghat Wildlife Division, Bahraich. In addition, a cal-
endar featuring slogans on forest and wildlife conservation
was also launched at this event. Nikhil Gupta, Head of
Marketing, Strategy, Govt. Affairs & CSR - Signify, Greater
India, shared his thoughts on this project, “At Signify, we
believe in the transformative power of light to uplift lives.
Through this initiative, we are creating safer and more se-
cure environments in some of the most remote villages.
This initiative reflects our dedication to leveraging lighting
technology for social impact, and we are honoured to col-
laborate with the forest department .

PhonePe goes live
with UPI Circle

Hyderabad:PhonePe, today announced the launch of
UPI Circle on its app, allowing its users to create a circle
and make payments on behalf of their family, friends or
trusted contacts. UPI Circle enables dependents to gener-
ate their own UPI ID without needing a linked bank account,
opening up secure online payment solutions for those with
limited access to digital financial services.

 With UPI Circle on PhonePe, a UPI account holder
(primary user), can add their family/trusted individuals (sec-
ondary user) to their circle using UPI ID or QR code and
seamlessly authorize payments for them from anywhere.
The primary user retains complete control over the usage,
including the ability to review payment requests, track sec-
ondary user expenses, get secure access to detailed pay-
ment records within each circle and delink access from their
UPI Circle, as needed.

The feature's enhanced security protocols and seam-
less integration with the PhonePe app ensures a secure,
reliable, and inclusive payment experience for all users, ul-
timately simplifying everyday transactions for PhonePe
users and their trusted connections.Speaking on the fea-
ture launch, Sonika Chandra, Chief Business Officer, Con-
sumer Payments, PhonePe said, “UPI Circle is a signifi-
cant step forward in extending the ease and convenience
of digital payments for those who are underbanked and those
new to the ecosystem. This can be a parent providing ex-
penses to their college kids, authorizing payments on be-
half of older parents who may be wary of digital payments
or busy individuals who want to delegate household chores.
Integrating UPI Circle into the PhonePe app, aligns perfectly
with our vision of democratizing digital payments and mak-
ing financial services accessible to all. This innovative ad-
dition to the UPI stack offering simplifies shared expenses
and empowers users to create trusted payment circles that
streamline their financial interactions. We're confident that
this will further accelerate the adoption of UPI across In-
dia.”

Six platforms to remain
shut for over four months

at Secunderabad
Railway Station

GNS News Agency, April 15
Hyderabad: The railway passengers arriving at the

Secunderabad Railway Station are likely to face temporary
inconvenience as six platforms will be closed for nearly 130
days due to the redevelopment works being carried out at
brisk pace in the station.The routes of at least 60 trains were
being diverted from Secunderabad to Cherlapalli,
Kacheguda and Nampally railway stations. In particular,
more trains will start running from Cherlapalli to decrease
the load on Secunderabad railway station.

As per available information, a huge two-storied sky
concourse is going to be built at the station as part of the
redevelopment project. This concourse will have all the fa-
cilities for passengers, such as restaurants, kiosks, esca-
lators, lifts, foot over bridges, etc. Plans are made to con-
nect all the sky concourses.

A huge 500-tonnes capacity heavy-duty crane is be-
ing installed between Platform Nos. 5 and 6. For this, the
gap between the platforms will be filled with sandbags and
construction work will be carried out with the help of a crane.

To relieve rail passengers from this temporary incon-
venience, the South Central Railway (SCR) has made ar-
rangements to run trains from Charlapalli, Kacheguda and
Hyderabad railway stations.

 Digital education
must catch up

Public investment is a critical element of a country’s
educational development. Various schools of economic
thinking — classical, neoclassical and Keynesian — have
recognised the public-good nature of education, and ad-
vocated public investment for educational development.
Greek economist George Psacharopoulo and others have
demonstrated that there are private and social returns to
education.From the human capital perspective, the trinity
benefits of labour productivity and economic growth, pov-
erty reduction and intergenerational mobility, and easing
technological dissemination and adaptation have made a
strong case for public investment in education. However,
a 2022 UNESCO report has exhibited the experience of
developed countries that continue to rely on public educa-
tion, at least school education. However, the developing
countries’ experience, especially India, shows a growing
share of the private sector in education.Digital education
technologies have become an integral part of modern edu-
cation systems across the world over the last few decades,
with the rapid evolution in teaching systems. Covid-19 has
only accelerated their adoption. As the quality of educa-
tion is increasingly tied to digital, universal access to tech-
nology has become a necessity. Therefore, public invest-
ment in digital education technologies has become ex-
tremely critical. Most participant countries, about 133, in
the Transforming Education Summit-2022 committed to
making necessary arrangements and finances for digital
education technologies.For various reasons, State gov-
ernments in India continue to languish in providing proper
buildings and other infrastructure in public schools. Fur-
ther, they have also been unable to invest much in digital
education technologies.
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Citizens Financial Group to set up
its first India GCC in Hyderabad

“SCR Celebrates 134th  Birth
Anniversary of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar”

Kamala Hospital & Research
Centre operating undere TSCS

EThames Business School
teaming up with KPMG

‘Agraharamlo Ambedkar’ film unveiled

PS to Gujarat govt visits Telangana
lauds foolproof e-POS system

Hyderabad, April 15 Telangana continues to surge
ahead as a global innovation powerhouse, as Citizens Fi-
nancial Group (NYSE: CFG), one of the United States’ pre-
mier financial institutions, has selected Hyderabad to set
up its first Global Capability Centre (GCC) in India. In a stra-
tegic partnership with tech leader Cognizant (Nasdaq:
CTSH), the centre will create 1,000 high-value jobs by
March 2026 and become a key driver of Citizens’ digital
transformation journey.The launch event, held in Hyderabad,
was graced by Minister for IT and Industries Duddilla Sridhar
Babu, special chief secretary Jayesh Ranjan and IT Advi-
sor Sai Krishna, along with senior leaders from Citizens
and Cognizant.We’re not just building infrastructure, we’re
building the future,” Sridhar Babu said.Hyderabad’s rise is
not based on hype, but on hard numbers and bold deci-
sions. With Citizens Bank and Cognizant joining forces here,
we’re moving closer to our goal of making Telangana the
first Indian state to contribute $1 trillion to the national GDP.
We are transforming Hyderabad into a Global Value Centre
— where innovation is born, IP is built, and world-class prod-
ucts are developed," he said.The Minister emphasised that

the State’s success is rooted in visionary leadership, ro-
bust infrastructure, sustainable policies, and strong public-
private partnerships — a sentiment echoed by both Jayesh
Ranjan and Sai Krishna, who have played pivotal roles in
shaping Telangana’s vibrant tech ecosystem. The new
GCC will serve as a next-generation innovation engine, fo-
cused on accelerating Citizens' enterprise tech capabilities,
customer experience platforms, data analytics, and prod-
uct innovation. The centre is a core pillar of the bank’s strat-
egy to reduce third-party dependencies and build strong in-
house expertise. Michael Ruttledge, CIO and Head of En-
terprise Technology at Citizens, said:  “Hyderabad offers a
world-class talent pool and a dynamic ecosystem. This GCC
will be central to our tech modernization, helping us bring
modern banking products to market faster and deliver su-
perior experiences for our customers,”.

 Nageswar Cherukupalli, SVP and BU Head (BFSI),
Cognizant, stated that Hyderabad has become the global
HQ for BFSI innovation. With over 350 GCCs and one new
GCC setting up every week, the momentum is real and
Citizens is the latest elite name to join this journey," he said

Hyderabad, April 15 : South Central Railway (SCR)
celebrated the 134 th Birth Anniversary of Bharat Ratna,
Baba Saheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on Tuesday at SCR Head-
quarters, Rail Nilayam Auditorium, here.Arun Kumar Jain,
General Manager, was the Chief Guest,  Neeraj Agrawal,
Additional General Manager and  Siddarth Kati, Principal
Chief Personnel Officer, South Central Railway were the
Guest of Honour. Principal Heads of Departments, other
senior officials and staff members, senior leaders from SC&
ST, OBC associations and recognized trade unions also
participated in the program and paid floral tributes to Dr.
B.R Ambedkar.

 Addressing the gathering,  Arun Kumar Jain stated
that the legacy of Dr. B.R Ambedkar is to encourage and
inspire generations of Indians to realize their full potential
through education and social reform. He stated that irre-
spective of caste, creed and religion all Indians are the ben-
eficiaries of the great legacy of Dr. Ambedkar. Setting aside
his personal family and health, Dr. Ambedkar worked re-
lentlessly towards the upliftment of the deprived and equal-
ity of all Indians until his last breath, he said. The General
Manager also stated that Dr. Ambedkar was not just an
educationist but also an economist, Politian, social reformer
and a champion of women and labour rights.

 He stated that Dr. B.R Ambedkar has provided us
with the long lasting constitutional framework which enables
and empowers each and every citizen irrespective of their
socio-economic status. He said that today we should reaf-

firm our commitment and imbibe the true spirit of Dr. B.R
Ambedkar. He called upon each one to teach young chil-
dren the ideals of Dr. Ambedkar particularly treating fellow
Indian with equality. He said that we should treat everyone
with equality and respect, not just at our workplaces but
also in our homes. Let us respect the great soul and live up
to his ideals, he added.The General Manager presented the
awards to the winners in essay writing competition which
was organized on this occasion by Personnel Department,
South Central Railway on “Social Justice in India”. Earlier,
representatives of SCR SC& ST; OBC and Trade Union
leaders have spoken about the achievements, contributions
and legacy of Dr. B.R Ambedkar.

Hyderabad, April 15 (NSS): Kamala Hospital & Re-
search Centre for Thalassemia and Sickle Cell Disease,
operating under Thalassemia and Sickle Cell Society
(TSCS), Hyderabad, has been officially designated as one
of the key Thalassaemia International Federation (TIF) Col-
laborating Centres in India. This recognition places the fa-
cility among a global network of elite centres that are com-
mitted to raising the standards of care, education, and re-
search in the field of haemoglobinopathies, including Thalas-
semia and Sickle Cell Disease (SCD) making it a signifi-
cant achievement in India’s healthcare landscape.The pres-
tigious selection is the result of a rigorous and multi-stage
international assessment process conducted by world-re-
nowned experts, following which Kamala Hospital and Re-
search Centre (TSCS) has now joined a powerful global
initiative led by TIF to enhance comprehensive care,
strengthen medical training, and build capacity in countries
with high disease burden.

In February 2025, an official on-site evaluation was
carried out by an expert delegation comprising Prof. Anto-
nio Piga and Prof. Dimitrios Farmakis. Their inspection in-
cluded Kamala Hospital & Research Centre (TSCS) in
Hyderabad, All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS),

New Delhi, and Post Graduate Institute of Child Health,
Noida. Following an in-depth post-visit assessment, Kamala
Hospital and Research Centre (TSCS), Hyderabad, was
selected as one of the two TIF Collaborating Centres in In-
dia. TIF collaborating centres network is a cornerstone ini-
tiative designed to close persistent gaps in care, education,
and human resources across countries struggling with high
burdens of Thalassemia and Sickle Cell Disease.Speaking
about the collaboration, Chandrakant Agarwal, President,
TSCS said, “This designation by TIF is not only an acco-
lade for Kamala Hospital and TSCS, but a beacon of hope
for thousands of Indian families affected by Thalassemia
and SCD. It acknowledges TSCS outstanding patient care
model, our unwavering dedication to equitable access, our
leadership in voluntary blood donation and free treatment
and our growing stature in research and prevention. As a
TIF Collaborating Centre, Kamala Hospital Research Cen-
tre (TSCS) will now expand its impact beyond Telangana
uplifting regional centres, supporting national policies, and
collaborating with international experts”. Dr Suman Jain,
Chief Medical Research Officer and Secretary, TSCS, Prof
Antonio Piga and Prof. Dimitrios Farmakis, Ratnavali
Kottapalli, Vice President, TSCS also spoke.

Hyderabad, April 15 EThames Business School
(EBS), a Hyderabad-based futuristic business management
school, today announced that it is teaming up with KPMG
in India to offer a suite of forward-thinking, industry-relevant
academic programs that bridge the gap between education
and professional practice, preparing students to excel in
the ever-evolving business landscape.As part of this col-
laboration, KPMG in India, as academic partner will help in
delivery of the following programs offered by EThames
Business School (EBS). These include B.Com (Taxation),
B.Com (Financial Accounting), BBA (Business Analytics),
BBA (Financial Markets and Investment Banking), BCA
(Data Science and AI) and BCA (Cyber Security).

These programs combine EBS’s academic excellence
with KPMG in India industry expertise, thereby providing

students with practical, real-world insights and a good blend
of academic rigor and practical applications. Additionally,
students enrolling for these programs, will also have ac-
cess to hands-on learning experiences, valuable insights
and skills, mentorship from experts, directly relevant for their
future careers. “The job market today is constantly evolv-
ing, and it is essential for young professionals to stay up to
date with the latest trends and skills to stay relevant” said
Narayanan Ramaswamy, Partner and Head of Education
and Skill Development, KPMG in India.By harnessing com-
bined strengths, this collaboration aims to pave the way for
high-quality and advanced education that aims to foster in-
novation, leadership, and critical thinking, making students
professionally ready for a career in a competitive global
workforce

Two-day protest rally against
Waqf Amendment Act, 2025 held
Kamareddy, April 15  Congress MLC Amer Ali Khan

on Tuesday concluded a two-day protest rally against the
Waqf Amendment Act, 2025, calling it a direct assault on
the constitutional and religious rights of Muslims in India.
The rally, which began in Adilabad on Monday, passed
through Nizamabad and culminated with a massive public
meeting in Kamareddy, where thousands
participated.Addressing the gathering, Amer Ali Khan de-
scribed the Act as a “draconian measure” aimed at seizing
Waqf properties and stripping Muslims of their personal laws
and religious autonomy. “This is not just about land or prop-
erty. It is a deliberate wound to the dignity of Muslims and
the soul of our Constitution,” he said. He warned that the
legislation violated Article 25, which guarantees the Right
to Freedom of Religion, and accused the BJP-led Central
Government of using the law as a tool to erode autonomy
and allow encroachments on Waqf lands worth lakhs of
crores.    The two-day protest rally, held under the Con-
gress party's national campaign ‘Jai Bapu, Jai Bhim, Jai
Samvidhan’, witnessed strong participation from across
communities. People joined on foot, bikes, and cars, carry-
ing placards demanding the repeal of the Waqf Amendment
Act. Amer Ali Khan said the Waqf Amendment Act was not

only a legal assault, but also a calculated political move to
weaken the Muslim community. “We cannot stay silent
while our protections are dismantled. Let us rise, protest,
and reclaim the idea of India,” he urged.

  Referring to widespread poverty among Muslims,
especially in Hyderabad, he raised serious questions about
the effectiveness of previous government efforts. “BRS says
it spent Rs 12,000 crore on minority welfare. But why are
Muslims still living in poverty and miserable conditions?”
he asked. He also announced a commitment to bring one
lakh Muslim families living below the poverty line out of dep-
rivation. “Why have minorities fallen so low in every sector
of life?” he asked. “Is it because of government negligence,
failed Muslim leadership, or our own silence? We must ask
ourselves these tough questions.”

Amer Ali Khan said the rally was not the end, but the
beginning of a broader national campaign against the Waqf
Amendment Act. He reaffirmed that the Congress party
would fight this law both politically and legally, standing
shoulder-to-shoulder with the people. “Let us protect our
rights. Let us protect our Constitution. Let us protect our
India,” he appealed.

Hyderabad, April 15  Marking the 135th birth anniver-
sary of Dr B.R. Ambedkar, the principal architect of the In-
dian Constitution, the first look of the film "Agraharamlo
Ambedkar” was officially launched. The event was graced
by Telangana MLC Addanki Dayakar, who attended as the
chief guest.The critically acclaimed film, which has already
bagged awards at several prestigious international film fes-
tivals, is produced and directed by Mantha Krishna
Chaitanya under the banner of Ramoji-Lakshmoji Films.
Notably, Krishna Chaitanya also plays the lead role in the
film.Speaking on the occasion, the filmmakers stated the
primary objective of the film is to revive and globally pro-
mote the fading ideology of Ambedkar. MLC Addanki
Dayakar emphasized the importance of honouring
Ambedkar, saying, “Every citizen should respect
Ambedkar, the creator of our Constitution. His statues
should be installed in every school.” He also pledged full
support towards the film’s release.  The launch event wit-

nessed the presence of several dignitaries, including re-
nowned director Chandramahesh, noted producer
Tummalapalli Rama Satyanarayana, Santosham Suresh,
senior actor Ramki, Telangana Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Chairman Hari Govinda Prasad, Makers of
Milkshakes CEO Rahul, Royal Ridge Properties CEO
Srivikas, Civil Court Judge Suresh, Ambedkar activist
Anitha, and Venkat Bulemoni, head of Cinetaria Media
Works. All extended their best wishes for the film’s grand
success.The film is set to be released globally by Cinetaria
Media Works.

 Highlighting the efforts behind the project, actor-pro-
ducer-director Mantha Krishna Chaitanya shared that the
film is a heartfelt tribute to Dr Ambedkar, who worked tire-
lessly to create an inclusive society beyond caste, religion,
and regional divisions. He also expressed his gratitude to
everyone who supported him throughout the making and
upcoming release of the film.

Won’t topple Revanth govt: Kishan Reddy
Hyderabad, April 15 Union Minister Kishan Reddy to-

day said there was opposition to the Congress government
in Telangana and questioned as to what the BJP would gain
if the Congress government was toppled? He said they
would not topple the government in Telangana in a hurry
and added that the State government has five years.

Speaking to media persons,  Kishan Reddy said “We
have no intention of toppling the Congress government.
There is no profit for the BJP by doing this. There is opposi-
tion to the Congress government. Everyone knows that.
The BJP will win the next assembly elections,” he said.
Commenting on the appointment of the State BJP presi-
dent, Reddy said there was no hurry for them in appointing
the Telangana State party president and added that a new
president would be appointed soon. He criticised that

Telangana had been made number one in selling lands,
selling liquor, and taking loans.“Incidents of cutting down
trees with floodlights at midnight have not happened any-
where else in the country except in Telangana. If a case is
filed against the AI video post of cutting down trees in HCU,
then file it. We have the responsibility to protect the land for
future generations. Don't think that the government should
run by selling the lands. CM Revanth's brand will be clear
in the next elections. Nationalism is my brand,” he said.

  He wondered as to how can they complain to the
National Dam Security Authority about SLBC if the project
is not completed? He said if they come to power, they would
reimburse the IT Taxes of Singareni workers while noting
that Singareni workers are working by risking their lives

Web portal, mobile app for Kaleshwaram
Saraswati River Pushkaralu launched

Hyderabad, April 15  Minister for  Endowments Konda
Surekha and Minister for IT and Industries Sridhar Babu
officially launched a web portal and mobile application at
the Secretariat on Tuesday for providing the comprehen-
sive information regarding the 'Saraswati Pushkaralu,' which
is scheduled to take place from May 15 to 26 at the
Kaleshwaram temple in the Jayashankar Bhupalpally
district.Speaking on the occasion, Minister Konda Surekha
said the State government is making elaborate arrange-
ments at the  cost of Rs. 35 crores for the grand success of
Pushkaralu and it is estimated that about 50,000 to one lakh
people will come to the Pushkaralu every day.  She stated
that the Endowment department has benefited from the free
bus scheme, being implemented after the Congress gov-
ernment came to power in Telangana as women are com-

ing to temples in large numbers.A 17-foot monolithic stone
statue of Goddess Saraswati will be installed on the
Saraswati Pushkara Ghat. Welcome arches will also be
constructed at both the ghats," Konda Surekha said.She
stated that arrangements have been made for special
homas and cultural programmes during the 12 days of
Pushkaralu at the temple. "For the convenience of devo-
tees coming for Pushkaralu, special medical camps will be
set up at the temple, at the bus stand and parking lots at the
Ghats, with doctors and medical staff available 24 hours a
day," she added. Principal Secretary (Endowments) Shailaja
Ramaiyar, Commissioner Sridhar, Dharmika Parishad Ad-
visor Govinda Hari, Bhupalpally District Collector Rahul
Sharma, Temple EO Mahesh and other officials participated
in the inaugural programme.

Public resistance is inevitable if the huts
of the poor are removed: John Wesley
Hyderabad, April 15 : CPM State Secretary John

Wesley today said that public resistance would be inevi-
table if the state government removed the huts of the poor
in Mahabubabad district .

 In a statement, he said that Thousands of homeless
poor people had  been living in huts on government land in
the district headquarters of Mahabubabad for the last three
years. “This morning, the police, revenue and municipal
officials tried to demolish those huts with JCBs. There is a
situation where people are afraid that if the huts are removed,
they will douse themselves with petrol and commit suicide.
There is a conspiracy to remove the huts of the poor on this
land and build houses for the influential people . The CPI(M)
Telangana State Committee is demanding that the Chief
Minister immediately intervene and take steps to issue
pattas to all the poor living there and take up house con-
struction,” he said . He alleged that Many landlords had al-

ready occupied a large part of the 200 acres of government
land in Survey No. 255/1 near Kuravi Gate and had tried to
sell it and added that out of the remaining land , only 20
acres were  occupied by the poor, who have built huts and
have been living there for the past three years. He alleged
that the  previous BRS government also tried to demolish
the huts 19 times and claimed that It filed illegal cases
against 200 people and sent them to jail.The poor are living
there, resisting the government's detention. After the Con-
gress came to power, it tried to demolish them twice. The
CPI(M) is warning that the government should not indulge
in a conspiracy to remove the huts and bind some follow-
ers to them,” he said .Wesley said that When the local MLA
brought it to the attention of the current Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy to issue land titles and build houses for
these poor people, he assured them that steps would be
taken to provide the house sites to the poor.

We will never topple Revanth govt: Kotha
Siddipet, April 15 (N Dubbaka MLA and BRS party

leader Kotha Prabhakar Reddy has clarified that he never
said that they would topple the Revanth Reddy government.
He explained that they discussed the issues brought to their
attention by the respective groups in a meeting of their party
activists.

Speaking to media in Siddipet on Tuesday, MLA Kotha
Prabhakar Reddy alleged that the Revanth Reddy govern-
ment had failed in all fields for a year-and-a-half year and
added that the dissatisfaction of the people with the govern-
ment was the result of the same. He said his party leader
KCR himself had desired that the Revanth Reddy govern-
ment should last for five years while noting that the Opposi-
tion against the Congress party will help the BRS party to
rule for another 20 years. He countered by questioning as
to why they would topple the Revanth’s government when

KCR wished it to last for five full years? He explained that
he had been in charge of Gajwel assembly constituency
for seven years and added that he had done many devel-
opment works with the cooperation of former CM KCR in
Gajwel.

Hyderabad, April 15  Ramesh Chand Meena, IAS,
Principal Secretary to the Government of Gujarat, Con-
sumer Affairs, Food & Civil Supplies Department, during
his visit to Telangana visited two Jan Poshan Kendras lo-
cated at Punjagutta and A.G. Colony.  He expressed ap-
preciation for the foolproof e-POS system adopted by the
Telangana in the distribution of essential commodities to
targeted beneficiaries. He commended the State’s efforts
in leveraging technology for transparent and efficient Public
Distribution System.D.S. Chauhan, IPS, Principal Secre-
tary to the Government of Telangana, CA & F& CS Depart-
ment, provided an overview of the operations of the Civil
Supplies Department, highlighting the key reforms intro-
duced over the past year. He emphasized the successful

implementation of four flagship programs of the State Gov-
ernment, showcasing the department’s commitment to
transformation and accountability.R.C Meena, IAS, was
particularly impressed with the innovative and novel policy
reforms implemented in Telangana State Civil Supplies to
strengthen the paddy procurement and Public distribution
system. He acknowledged the Department’s success in
plugging loopholes ensuring a streamlined process. He also
lauded the Department’s pivotal role in the implementation
of the State Govt. flagship programs such as:Fine paddy
procurement, by providing additional benefit of Rs 500/- per
Qtl to the farmers selling Fine paddy (Sanna paddy) at no-
tified PPCs of the Govt.
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 When the walls came down,
unheard voices found their way in

For 46 years, K.Pitchaiah has clutched onto hope the
way most people might hold on to a fading photograph —
weathered, creased but never discarded. Now a frail sep-
tuagenarian, the farmer still makes the arduous journey to
government offices to secure a patta (possession docu-
ment) for a modest one-acre of land in Errasanigudem vil-
lage in Telangana’s Nalgonda district. Assigned to him in
1978, the land in survey number 215/3 remains his, yet the
pattadar passbook — his legal entitlement — continues to
elude him. For the 74-year-old, it is not a mere document; it
is the key to dignity, ownership and closure. But despite
changing governments, shifting policies and decades slip-
ping by, Pitchaiah’s quest continues, lost in the maze of
files and official apathy.

His case is not an exception. In late 2020, Rukmini,a
middle-aged resident of Edulabad village in Medchal
Malkajgiri district near Hyderabad, was shocked to find that
her 16 guntas of land — her only asset — no longer be-
longed to her, at least on paper. The Dharani portal, touted
as a revolutionary land records system by the previous
Bharat Rashtra Samithi government, had erroneously re-
corded someone else’s name in her pattadar passbook.
For over three years, Rukmini, who hails from a farmer’s
family, made rounds of sub-registrar offices, pleading for a
correction. Dharani, meant to be a one-stop solution, turned
into a bureaucratic nightmare.Then there was Juman Bi,a
grocery shop owner in Saidabad area of Hyderabadwhose
struggle was of a different nature. Coming from an eco-
nomically disadvantaged background and having lost her
husband a few years ago, her 14-year-old daughter’s criti-
cal illness became an unmanageable financial burden. Cor-
porate hospitals were beyond her reach, and there was no
place she could turn to for the treatment of her child’s neck
tumour.

These are not isolated incidents, but indicative of a
larger picture that defined much of Telangana’s first decade
as a separate State. Since its formation on June 2, 2014,
thousands like Pitchaiah, Rukmini and Juman Bi found
themselves adrift, with no formal channel to take their woes
to the corridors of power. The then Pragati Bhavan, official
residence of the Chief Minister, remained off-limits for the
public. An intimidating fortress, access was restricted not
just for ordinary citizens, but also elected representatives
and senior bureaucrats, unless invited. It was, for most, a
symbol of how far the State had moved from the people
who had once fought for it.This wasn’t always the case.
Many remember how the same premises once echoed with
the footsteps of the poor and ailing during the tenure of the
late Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy. Patients would line up with
hope, and YSR would refer their cases for treatment under
the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund, an initiative that laid the
foundation for the pioneering Rajiv Arogyasri health scheme,
later emulated across the country.

Change finally came when the Congress party took
the reins of the State after the last Assembly elections. One
of the first decisions by Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy
was to dismantle the physical and metaphorical walls around
the Jyotirao Phule Praja Bhavan (previously Pragati
Bhavan). Rejecting its exclusivity, he chose not to reside
there himself. Instead, the space was repurposed, to serve
the very people it had once shut out.On December 8, 2023,
just a day after Revanth Reddy took oath as CM, the com-
plex reopened under a new name and purpose. Pragati
Bhavan became the beating heart of Prajavani, a citizen
grievance redressal platform that allows people to walk in,
voice their struggles and seek support from the
government.Since then, a steady stream of people — farm-
ers, widows, the sick and ailing, the displaced — have found
their way to this newly accessible hub, holding onto docu-
ments, and hope. Prajavani, literally translating to “voice of
the people”, has become a powerful symbol of Telangana’s
evolving relationship with its citizens, one that is rooted not
just in governance, but in empathy. And it’s working:
Pitchaiah finally received his long-pending pattadar pass-
book, the error in Rukmini’s land records was corrected,
and Juman Bi secured free treatment for her daughter —
all within days of registering their respective
complaints.Every Tuesday and Friday, the once-distant
corridors of power now open their doors wide as citizens
line up to submit their petitions, each a story of struggle,
loss or hope. At the heart of this weekly ritual is a renewed

promise: that no voice will go unheard.Each petitioner re-
ceives an acknowledgment slip bearing a unique ID, a small
but significant assurance that their plea is part of an ac-
countable process. These grievances are then routed to
the relevant authorities, be it heads of departments, district
collectors or mandal-level officials, based on the jurisdic-
tion from which the grievance had been received.But the
government hasn’t merely built a funnel for grievances; it
has also created a mechanism of response. Realising that
certain departments such as Revenue and Welfare attract
a heavier flow of petitions, specialised desks manned by
senior officials have been set up within the complex. These
are active helpdesks where officials offer immediate solu-
tions, guidance, and, often, resolution.All grievances are
recorded and updated on the Prajavani portal
(prajavani.cgg.gov.in), adding a layer of transparency and
efficiency that has been missing from such public systems
for years. To ensure follow-through, the government has
mandated the presence of top-level officials, including the
State Planning Board vice-chairman holding a Cabinet rank,
to promptly handle urgent or complex matters.Beyond
merely receiving petitions, the initiative emphasises direct
human engagement. The officials concerned interact with
citizens, understand the depth of their issues and commit
to a time-bound response. Help desks assist those who
may struggle to articulate their problems in formal language,
ensuring that technicalities do not drown out genuine
voices.Recognising that not all of Telangana’s citizens live
within its borders, the government has also created a sepa-
rate ‘Pravasi Prajavani’ counter for grievances related to
migrant workers in the Middle East and Gulf countries. It is
perhaps one of the most telling gestures of an administra-
tion trying to bridge distances, both literal and
figurative.Getting to the root of issuesTo many bureaucrats,
Prajavani has evolved into more than a complaint redressal
platform. “It is a vital barometer of governance,” says one
senior official, adding, “It allows us to spot gaps, tweak poli-
cies and design better systems.”One of the defining fea-
tures of the programme is root cause analysis — an at-
tempt not just to resolve the grievance at hand, but to dig
deeper into why it occurred in the first place. This proactive
approach feeds directly into policymaking and ensuring that
services reach marginalised communities effectively. A
case in point is the launch of Indira Giri Jalavikasam, a
scheme specifically tailored for tribal farmers cultivating
podu lands. Based on patterns in grievance data, the gov-
ernment realised a glaring need for irrigation support.

Amravati airport set
 for commercial opera-
tions from tomorrow

 GNS News Agency, April 15
After years of planning and multiple delays, Amravati

in Maharashtra will finally join the aviation map with sched-
uled commercial flights set to begin operations from Belora
Airport on Wednesday, April 16.

A 72-seater plane run by Alliance Air will take off from
Amravati at 11.30 am and touch down in Mumbai, situated
over 690 km away, in just 1 hour and 45 minutes, marking
a major step towards improved connectivity and growth in
the Vidarbha region.Union Civil Aviation Minister K Ram
Mohan Naidu will flag off the inaugural flight under the Ude
Desh ka Aam Naagrik (UDAN) regional connectivity
programme in the presence of Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and other state and Civil Aviation min-
istry officials.According to sources, all 72 seats for the first
flight were booked by Tuesday, well before the launch. The
fare per person is Rs 2,100, ensuring affordable travel for a
larger segment of the population.After the first flight, Alli-
ance Air will have regular flights between Amravati and
Mumbai on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. “Mumbai
flights will leave at 2.30 pm and reach Amravati by 4.20
pm. The return flight will leave Amravati at 4.50 pm and
arrive in Mumbai at 6.35 pm,” a spokesperson for Alliance
Air told The Indian Express.

Located 15 kilometers from Amravati, Belora airport
is constructed by the Maharashtra Airport Development
Company (MADC) to meet the air connectivity require-
ments of Amravati and neighbouring Vidarbha districts with
a new 1,800×50 meter runway and safety features like the
Precision Approach Path Indicator (PAPI).MADC vice-chair-
person and Managing Director Swati Pandey inspected the
facility last week and called the launch “a new era” for
Maharashtra’s aviation sector. “The airport was first devel-
oped in 1992 for non-scheduled operations. With UDAN
funding and state support, we have transformed it into a
fully operational commercial hub,” she said.The airport will
become a multi-purpose facility with South Asia’s largest
pilot training academy — Air India’s Flying Training
Organisation (FTO) — with 34 aircraft by the end of 2025,
and the soon-to-be-completed 1,000-acre PM MITRA Mega
Textile Park expected to draw global investment, create
jobs, and benefit farmers, traders, and tourists through im-
proved connectivity.

Besides trade, the airport will also increase connec-
tivity to tourist spots such as the Melghat Wildlife Sanctu-
ary and the Ambadevi Temple in Amravati.

Covid scam panel recommends action
against deputy commissioners of 3

Karnataka districts and BBMP officials
 GNS News Agency, April 15
While four zones procured Covid equipment and medi-

cine worth Rs 184.62 crore during the period, irregularities
worth Rs 113.09 crore were found in almost two-thirds
(61.31 percent) of them.While four zones procured equip-
ment and medicine worth Rs 184.62 crore during the pe-
riod, irregularities worth Rs 113.09 crore were found in al-
most two-thirds (61.31 percent) of them. The Justice
Michael D’Cunha Commission, which probed a Covid-time
procurements scam in Karnataka, has recommended an
investigation against top Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike officials and the Bengaluru Rural, Gadag and Koppal
deputy commissioners. It found irregularities in 54 per cent
of the purchases (worth Rs 157.55 crore) by four BBMP
zones and the three districts

A recent cabinet note on the second report by the com-
mission, accessed by indianepress.com, said that action
should be initiated against joint commissioners, health offi-
cials and others posted in the Bommanahalli, Bengaluru
South, Bengaluru West and Yelahanka zones between
March 2020 and December 2022. The report was submit-
ted to the government on April 5.While the four zones pro-
cured equipment and medicine worth Rs 184.62 crore dur-
ing the period, irregularities worth Rs 113.09 crore were
found in almost two-thirds (61.31 percent) of them.Along
with a probe by Lokayukta or other investigating agencies,
Justice D’Cunha has also recommended action to recover
losses suffered owing to the irregularities. Recovering ad-
ditional amounts from companies that benefited from the
scam is also among the key recommendations.

Similar punishment should be initiated against the
deputy commissioners, district health officer and other offi-
cials of the three districts, the commission has said. In
Bengaluru Rural, the commission flagged procurements
worth Rs 27.83 crore in the files of purchases worth Rs

45.55 crore. In Koppal and Gadag districts, there were ir-
regularities to the tune of Rs 5.04 crore and Rs 11.56 crore,
respectively, against purchases worth Rs 23.71 crore and
Rs 35.13 crore.The commission has recommended action
against the officials for violation of norms prescribed in the
Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act, pro-
cedural lapses, improper management of files related to the
purchases, breaking rules to aid a few companies while
procuring medical equipment, and differences in expenses
recorded over actual expenses. There was also a mismatch
in the number of files related to several purchases, the com-
mission noted. “Whether the files are hidden or expenditure
statements altered is unclear,” it said.The first report of the
commission, formed in August 2023, was submitted in Au-
gust 2024. The government has extended its tenure till the
end of 2025.The first report recommended action against
former chief minister B S Yediyurappa and former health
and family welfare minister B Sriramulu, among others. Huge
discrepancies were reported in the BJP government’s pur-
chases of ventilators, PPE kits and medicines, among other
things, in the peak Covid years of 2020 and 2021. The Con-
gress government has formed a Special Investigation Team
to frame charges in connection with the Covid procurements
scam.

Mamata’s Bengali New Year wish receives taunt
from Oppn and an invitation to Murshidabad
GNS News Agency, April 15
On the morning of Bengali New Year’s Day, West

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee took to X and wrote,
“Ami Banglai gaan gai… (I sing in Bengali).”Soon after the
post, a fresh war of words and jibes among the prominent
parties in West Bengal erupted. Leader of Opposition in the
State Assembly Suvendu Adhikari posted, “While Rome
was burning, Emperor Nero was playing the flute! When
communal violence is blazing in the state, it is natural for
you to sing… But the melody of the song has become out
of tune!”

Congress leader Adhir Chowdhury said, “Chief Minis-
ter, your representative went to Manipur, and Hathras.
Please come to Murshidabad… You love travelling. Come
and travel along the bank of Ganges. You will write poetry
there.”Chowdhury also said, “Now some people are shout-
ing in Murshidabad that this area has become Afghanistan.
That is not true. Many people used to go to other states for
earning and they will not get jobs in the future. This situation
was created because two political parties are playing the
religion card.”BJP leader Dilip Ghosh said, “We always hope
that the Bengali new year will bring prosperity, but never
thought that a Bengali on this day would have to flee away
from his house. It’s a terrible situation. While we always
expect on this day to hear Rabindra Sangeet, we are hear-
ing sounds of bombs and firing. Very unfortunate.”

Adhikari on Tuesday went to Tamluk to pay his tribute
at Bargabhima mandir. He said, “On this day, I am wishing
to God to change the situation of Bengal. All Bengalis should
pray to God for Bengal’s situation to change.”However, state

finance minister Chandrima Bhattacharya during her
‘Nababarsha’ puja with other TMC woman leaders, said, “It
is clear now that some people planne the violence in
Murshidabad to tarnish our state’s image. It is now as clear
as daylight and people can also understand that. So, people
will give a befitting reply to those who created this.”Last
week, parts of Murshidabad saw violence during protests
against the recent amendment of the Waqf Act. On Mon-
day, the Chief Minister said, “I should say that anybody can
engage in movements in a peaceful and democratic way,
but don’t take the law in your own hands. There will be many
provocations but you should not be provoked.”Without nam-
ing any political organisation, she said, “When I go to some
specific programmes, they (Opposition) change my
surname…Religion means respect, humanity, peace, cul-
ture, harmony. There is no bigger religion than love human
beings. If you love people, you can conquer everybody.”

Pune man booked for tearing
passport pages to hide Bangkok

trips at Mumbai Airport
 GNS News Agency, April 15
Mumbai passenger tears off passport pages to hide

Bangkok tripsThe immigration officer, while checking his
passport, learnt that the passenger had arrived from Indo-
nesia via Vietnam. A 51-year-old man from Pune was in-
tercepted by immigration authorities at Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport for allegedly tearing pages from
his passport in an attempt to conceal past trips to Bangkok
from his family on Monday. The man has been booked by
Mumbai Police for defrauding immigration authorities.

According to Rajiv Ranjan Kumar, the immigration of-
ficer who filed the complaint, he noticed the irregularity when
the passenger arrived at the immigration counter in the early
hours of Monday. Upon presenting his passport and board-
ing pass, it was noted that the traveler had arrived from
Indonesia via Vietnam.Upon further inspection, the officer
discovered that several pages on his passport were miss-
ing. The officer then took the passenger for further inquiry.

During questioning, the passenger allegedly admitted
to tearing out certain pages nearly a year ago to hide details
of previous trips to Bangkok from his family, according to
the FIR.Describing the act as illegal tampering with official
travel documents, immigration authorities filed a complaint
with Sahar Police Station. The man has been booked un-
der Section 12 of the Passports Act and Section 318(4) of
the Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita (BNS).

‘Poor experience’:
Passengers left frustrated as

FLY91 flight from Goa to Pune
delayed by over 4 hours

GNS News Agency, April 15
Pune The passengers reported receiving multiple no-

tifications pushing back the departure time, first to 10.30
pm, then 11.30 pm and so on.The passengers reported re-
ceiving multiple notifications pushing back the departure
time, first to 10.30 pm, then 11.30 pm and so on. (Credit:
Pexels)Passengers were left waiting at Goa’s Manohar In-
ternational Airport for hours after a flight for Pune was de-
layed by over four hours Sunday night.Around 40 passen-
gers were scheduled to take the FLY91 flight which was to
depart at 8.05 pm and reach Pune by 10.30 pm. However,
the flight departed after midnight and landed around 1.15
am.The passengers reported receiving multiple notifications
pushing back the departure time, first to 10.30 pm, then
11.30 pm and so on.Ameya Kunte, one of the passengers,
took to X and posted: “The Goa (GOX)- Pune (PNQ) flight,
scheduled for 8 pm, was delayed by 4 hours. Finally, it took
off past midnight. There was no advance intimation, apol-
ogy, or food. There was no pickup bus at Pune airport, so
passengers were forced to walk to the arrivals area, putting
travelers at risk. The manager and ground staff were fight-
ing. It was a poor experience.”FLY91 airlines attributed the
delay to a technical issue in flight IC 1378, following which a
spare aircraft was deployed later.

CM Revanth
leaves for Japan to

attract investments
Hyderabad, April 15 : Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy

began his trip to Japan on Tuesday night. During his week-
long visit from April 16 to 22, the Chief Minister will head an
official delegation to Tokyo, Mount Fuji, Osaka and
Hiroshima.As part of the visit, the Chief Minister will inau-
gurate the "Telangana Pavilion" at the Osaka World Expo
2025.  Aiming to attract huge investments , the Chief
Minister’s delegation will meet with leading company man-
agements, industrialists, and several representatives of
Japan. In scheduled meetings with the prospective inves-
tors, the official team led by the Chief Minister will explain
the  investment prospects in Telangana and also industrial
and technical cooperation offered by Telangana State to
Japan companies to set up their manufacturing units in the
Telangana State

We won’t spare anyone, who
harassed us: BRS MLC Kavitha

Hyderabad, April 15 (NSS): Making it clear that they
write down the names of all those, who are threatening them
in the pink book, BRS MLC Kalvakuntla Kavitha said they
would not spare them under any circumstances. MLC
Kavitha  came down against the Congress party leaders,
who are harassing the BRS party workers. Kavitha partici-
pated in the party’s silver jubilee preparatory meeting in
Banswada Assembly constituency and spoke.

It is learnt that some people are threatening us by call-
ing us not to go to the BRS silver jubilee meeting. There is
no question of forgiving those who have dragged our party
leaders to the police stations and filed cases.  There is no
way that any Congress leader and official, who harassed
the BRS party workers will be left alone. There is no need
to fear the slaps of Congress leaders,” she said while ad-
dressing the gathering.

MLC Kavitha made it clear that they were not afraid of
anybody. She claimed that the Congress party’s nature was
to go back on their word and turn their backs. “The Con-
gress leaders distributed guarantee cards signed by Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi to every house and got votes.
Now the Congress government is cheating by not imple-
menting the guarantees. In the past, the Congress party
promised to give Telangana and then reneged on it for ten
years. The Congress party is the reason for the sacrifices
of hundreds of Telangana children,” she said.Kavitha criti-
cized that the Congress government, which has generated
so much opposition in just one-and-a-half years of rule,
should get a Noble Prize for its achievements. She said
one person from every house should come to the silver
jubilee meeting

GOC TASA held
Protocol meeting
with AP Governor
Hyderabad, April 15 : Major General Ajay Misra, Gen-

eral Officer Commanding (GOC) of the Telangana & Andhra
Sub Area (TASA), held a protocol meeting with Syed Abdul
Nazeer, Governor of Andhra Pradesh. During the meeting,
they discussed crucial aspects related to the role of Army
in State & Nation Building. The importance of the Army's
involvement in nation-building initiatives and its role in sup-
porting State development. Ex-Servicemen (ESM) Welfare,
key issues affecting the welfare of ex-servicemen and po-
tential solutions to address their needs, aspects of the Flag
Day Fund, which supports the welfare of ex-servicemen
and their families.The meeting aimed to foster cooperation
and understanding between the Army and the State gov-
ernment, ultimately benefiting the people of Andhra Pradesh
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Telecom operators publish mobile network
coverage maps in accordance with TRAI mandate

Debt, despair and the dark side
of online gambling in Telangana

Hyderabad: In a landmark step toward greater trans-
parency and consumer empowerment, mobile network cov-
erage maps have been published by the major Telecom
Service Providers (TSP). This step, after all, was brought
into force by the mandate of the Telecom Regulatory Au-
thority of India (TRAI) to aid users make informed choices
regarding mobile and broadband services.

The initiative was in accordance with TRAI’s revised
regulations known as ‘The Standards of Quality of Service
of Access (Wireline and Wireless) and Broadband (Wireline
and Wireless) Services Regulations, 2024 (6 of 2024)’ that
became effective from October 1, 2024, across the coun-
try for wireline and wireless services alike.According to the

new rules, all service providers implementing wireless ac-
cess would be required to post service-wise geospatial
coverage maps on their websites. These maps should
clearly offer a visual representation of areas were wireless
voice or broadband services could be subscribed for under
a standard format issued by TRAI. The final date for publi-
cation has been set for April 1, 2025.In the spirit of common
execution, TRAI directed extensive technical guidelines for
format and structure of the maps via Direction no. RG-17/
(3)/2022-QoS, dated November 22, 2024. This document
is accessible via the official TRAI website.In an effort to
ease access, TRAI also provided the links to all operator
coverage maps under the “Mobile Coverage Map” section
available at its website (www.trai.gov.in) under the path:
Consumer Info ? Mobile Coverage Map ? The users may
also provide their feedback and/or flag any coverage dis-
crepancies through integrated tools within the maps for
which TRAI observed that real-world coverage would vary,
especially inside buildings, due to series of dynamic envi-
ronmental factors.Apart from consumer benefits, these
maps will eventually facilitate national interests by aiding in
planning for telecom infrastructure and determining whether
any policy or regulatory measures should be
adopted.Consumers requiring further information or clarifi-
cations may reach out to Shri Tejpal Singh, Advisor (QoS-
I), TRAI, by sending an email to adv-qos1@trai.gov.in or
by contacting +91-11-20907759.

‘What will Governor do with so much land?’ BJP
MP Udayanraje Bhosale urges Amit Shah to
announce Shivaji memorial at Raj Bhavan

 GNS News Agency, April 15
Ahead of Amit Shah’s visit to Raigad on the death an-

niversary of Chhatrapati Shivaji on Saturday, BJP MP
Udayanraje Bhosale, who is the descendent of the Maratha
ruler, said Friday that he urged the Union Home Minister to
announce the construction of a Shivaji memorial at the Raj
Bhavan in Mumbai.“It was decided to have a monument for
Maratha king Shivaji in the Arabian Sea near Mumbai. Its
foundation stone was laid by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and we were also present on the occasion. However, the
work did not start, most likely due to environmental issues,”
Bhosale said in Pune after visiting Phule Wada on the birth
anniversary of social reformer Mahatma Jyotiba Phule.

Speaking about the 50-acre land at Raj Bhavan, which
is next to the Arabian Sea, Bhosale said, “What will the state
Governor do with so much land? Part of it can be used for
developing the proposed memorial for Maratha king Shivaji.
I have already discussed the same with Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah and Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis. I
hope that they will declare the same tomorrow at Raigad.”

The MP said he hopes that the Union government will
also accept his demand for a law against those making
derogatory statements on national leaders. “Those making

derogatory remarks against our national heroes and figures
should be charged under non-bailable offence and punished,”
he said.The BJP leader said action should be taken against
charitable hospitals for not giving free treatment or conces-
sions to patients from poor families. “Charitable hospitals
get government land almost free of cost but fail to provide
free medical treatment to poor patients,” he alleged.Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, minister Chandrakant Patil, NCP
MP Chhagan Bhujbal, NCP(SP) executive president
Supriya Sule and state Congress chief Harshwardhan
Sapkal also visited the Phule Wada separately to mark the
birth anniversary of the social reformer.

GNS News Agency, April 15
Tears brim in Edire Laxmi’s bloodshot eyes as she

stands outside the gate of the house where her son took
his last breath. “I cannot open the door and see inside. It is
too traumatic,” murmurs the frail 39-year-old from
Pochamma Basti, Maheswaram, about an hour’s drive from
Hyderabad. Unable to return home, she now stays at her
mother’s house in a maze of narrow lanes lined with small
dwellings in the prosperous village.Inside a cluttered room
filled with rice sacks, utensils and a faded calendar, Laxmi
squats beside her mother, staring blankly at her phone.
Memories flood in — of her quiet, brooding son, Sai Kiran,
juggling three mobile phones, worrying constantly about
money, and rarely meeting friends.

December 19 had started like any other day. That
morning, her 21-year-old son skipped college and stayed
home. “I made him breakfast and left for the farm around 9
a.m.,” she says. Then came the call. Her son had set him-
self on fire.When she reached home, she found thick grey
smoke pouring from the house, the acrid stench of burning
flesh and petrol filling the air. Neighbours threw water, but
inside, Sai Kiran sat still — legs stretched out, hands slightly
raised, body burnt beyond recognition. Against the soot-
stained wall, he remained unmoving.Laxmi’s mother
trembles as she recalls his final words: “I have a lot of debt.
I can’t take it anymore,” he had whispered through scorched
lips.The day before, he was seen with a friend. He later
stepped out to buy petrol for his motorcycle, but instead he
doused himself in it and set himself ablaze.

Financial struggles weighed heavily on him. His fa-
ther, a groundskeeper in Shankarpally, couldn’t afford medi-
cal college, so he switched from engineering to a commerce
degree in Hyderabad’s Narayanguda. But money woes fol-
lowed him.He persuaded his family to buy him a ?2-lakh
motorcycle, promising to handle the payments. What they
didn’t know was that he had taken loans against it, leading
to relentless calls from lenders. “I assumed it was just
?16,000 in monthly installments,” Laxmi says, adding, “But
later, I found out he had taken a ?1-lakh loan on it. He bor-
rowed another ?40,000 from a friend. He never told me the
full story.”The debts kept piling up. Sai Kiran had borrowed
50,000, ?20,000, ?30,000 and ?15,000 from different
sources to buy an iPhone and other devices. When the pres-
sure mounted, he admitted he couldn’t go on. Laxmi bor-
rowed ?2 lakh from a village elder to clear his debts, think-
ing it would end there. “I told him to stop taking loans, to
focus on studies, that we would get him married at the right
time. But he wanted to earn. Money came and went. What
was the point?”The last time his father saw him, he gave

him ?200. It was their final conversation. Moments before
his death, Sai Kiran told his grandmother he was drowning
in debt.Police linked his suicide to online betting, but Laxmi
isn’t convinced. “At the morgue, police said his friends men-
tioned gaming and betting. That’s what went into the report,
but no one ever told me. If he had, I would have done any-
thing to save him.”Sai Kiran wasn’t alone. Since 2020,
Telangana has recorded 42 gambling-related deaths, eight
in 2025 alone. Illegal betting spikes during IPL season, indi-
cating a surge in market activity.Just days before Sai Kiran’s
death, Chenamoni Shivalingam, 28, of Thulekalan village in
Telangana’s Ranga Reddy district met a similar fate. On
December 15 last year, he stepped out of home, doused
himself in diesel, and set himself ablaze. His family man-
aged to put out the flames and rushed him to Osmania
General Hospital, but he succumbed after three days. His
brother later revealed Shivalingam had been trapped in online
betting, buried under debt he couldn’t escape.Like Sai Kiran,
Shivalingam showed no signs of struggle until it was too
late. Lured by the promise of quick money, both fell into a
system designed to keep players chasing losses. What
seems like chance is, in reality, a rigged game where the
house always wins. Illegal betting platforms use sophisti-
cated algorithms to create an illusion of near-wins, keeping
players hooked while pushing them deeper into debt.With
instant loans just a click away, many don’t realise the trap
until they are drowning in losses.

For families like Laxmi’s and Ramalingam’s, the
realisation came too late. Their sons, once full of promise,
are now just statistics in a growing crisis. As illegal betting
thrives, fuelled by aggressive ads and an unchecked digital
ecosystem, one question lingers: How many more lives
will it claim before action is taken?Gambling addiction among
Telangana’s youth is rising, driven by easy access to online
platforms. Once confined to matka dens, betting now re-
quires nothing more than a smartphone, making it danger-
ously convenient.Diana Monteiro, a Hyderabad-based
counseling psychologist who has seen a surge in young
clients struggling with gambling-related debt, says: “More
people are coming in with major financial stress, and it’s
only going to grow. The lure of fast money makes gambling
seem like an easy solution.”She links the problem to a digi-
tal upbringing that fosters instant gratification. “From birth,
they have been exposed to quick rewards — games, so-
cial media, entertainment. Gambling operates on the same
principle: thrill, anticipation, and the rush of winning. Their
brains are wired to seek these highs, making addiction al-
most inevitable.”Academic, professional and social pres-
sures add to the problem. Many struggle to keep up —
chasing the latest gadgets, social status or even family
expectations to earn early. Purnima Nagaraja, a psychia-
trist in Hyderabad, says, “This pushes them toward quick
money-making methods, and gambling becomes an easy
escape.”Dr. Monteiro warns of another alarming trend:
“Young people are bombarded with offers of instant loans
— no paperwork, no questions asked. This ease of access
to both gambling and quick money is a dangerous mix.”The
warning signs are often clear. Addicts may withdraw so-
cially, take loans, steal money or sell valuables. “If some-
one constantly talks about quick money, borrows frequently
or has extreme mood swings, they might be struggling.
Lying to family, risking jobs or relationships, and chasing
losses — these are all red flags,” she says.

4 arrested for killing man with
 choppers in Bandra, dargah land

dispute behind attack: Mumbai police

GNS News Agency, April 15
The Mumbai police arrested four people on Friday for

allegedly attacking and killing a person over an old property
dispute related to a dargah land in Bandra.Three relatives

of the deceased who tried to save him also sustained mi-
nor injuries in the attack.

According to the police, the four accused – Imran Khan,
35, his wife Fatima Imran Khan, 37, Usmanali Shaikh, 31
and his father Zakir Ali Shaikh, 62, all residents of Dargah
Galli, behind Badi Masjid, Bandra (West) – attacked Shakir
Ali Shaikh with choppers after a heated argument over the
property dispute.Shakir Ali Shaikh’s relative Afzal Ali Shaikh,
who is the complainant in the murder case, Afzal Ali’s
mother, and another relative Khijatali Sandole, tried to save
Shakir Ali but were attacked too.The fight stopped after the
locals intervened, and the police were called. The injured
were rushed to the Bhabha hospital, where Shakir Ali suc-
cumbed to his injuries.Dikshit Gedam, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police, Zone 9, Mumbai police, said, “The Bandra
police registered a case under Sections 103(1), 109, 118(1),
115, 49, 352, 351(2), 3(5) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) and Sections 4 and 25 of the Arms Act.”

Mumbai One smart card to be launched soon:
Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis

GNS News Agency, April 15
Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis to launch

Mumbai One Smart cardThe project seeks to do away with
the inconvenience of purchasing separate tickets for differ-
ent modes of public transport. Mumbai residents will soon
have the convenience of availing all public transport in the
city on a single card with the new ‘Mumbai One’ smart card,
after Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw gave the go-ahead
Friday.Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis con-
firmed the development, saying the backend work and digi-
tal architecture of the card would be done within a month.
“Once we have the system architecture in place, we will
roll out the Mumbai One card for all Mumbaikars. It will in-
deed be a game-changer for urban mobility,” he said.

Fadnavis also highlighted the need for Indian Railways’
backing in integrating the local train services, which consti-
tute the backbone of Mumbai’s transportation system. “Rail-
ways have a significant contribution to make towards
Mumbai’s daily commute. Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw gave a green signal to this ambitious initiative,
and we are ready to roll out the card,” he added.The project

seeks to do away with the inconvenience of purchasing
separate tickets for different modes of public transport. The
card will provide access to local trains, the metro, the mono-
rail, and Brihanmumbai Electric Supply and Transport
(BEST) buses.Other public transport systems, including
Thane Municipal Transport (TMT) and Navi Mumbai Mu-
nicipal Transport (NMMT) in the Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion (MMR), will also come under the card.

Police official ‘who kicked protesting
teachers at Kasba’ made IO in the case

against teachers; removed after objections
GNS News Agency, April 15
The police personnel of Kolkata police who allegedly

kicked protesting teachers in front of the DI office of Kasba
on Wednesday was deputed as the Investigating Officer of
the case lodged against the teachers. However, after a se-
ries of protests from different corners, Kolkata police with-
drew him and named another officer as the IO.On Wednes-
day, teachers who lost their jobs after the Supreme Court
cancelled the recruitment of over 25,000 school staff —
carried out in 2016 by the West Bengal School Service
Commission (WBSSC) — gathered at the office of the Dis-
trict Inspector (DI) of schools at Kasba to protest against
the state government. The office was locked, and the pro-
testers allegedly tried to break the lock.

When police resorted to lathi-charging to make the
protestors disperse, the teachers alleged that one of the
officers kicked a teacher and that many of the teachers
were injured.After this, DI Sanjay Chattopadhyay lodged a
complaint with police, where he wrote, “This is to inform
you that today (April 9) at about 12.11 pm, all of a sudden, a
crowd of nearly 400-500 protestors assembled at the gate
of Siksha Bhavan and started slogan saying ‘Ajke DI office
bhenge debo, eder jonne amader chakri geche’ (Today we
will break the DI office, we lost our jobs because of them)
loudly, and then without any provocation, instantaneously
broke the locked main gate of the campus. They rushed to
the ground floor of this office and abused and attacked the
working employees of the office.”The complaint further read,
“At that time, a few (police) tried to pacify them, but the
protestors began to beat the office employees and police
personnel with fists and blows and as a result, one police-

woman fell down on the ground and policemen were also
injured while trying to pacify the protestors. Thereafter, the
protestors tried to vent out their anger by damaging the fur-
niture of the office.”

The Kasba police station filed an FIR against protest-
ing teachers. Ritan Das was named as the IO, but after
protests from people, including from some Opposition party
members, the IP was changed. A senior official of Kolkata
police said, “Kasba PS was told to change the name of the
IO from the headquarters. Top officials of Kolkata Police
are not happy with this decision.”The FIR was filed under
sections 190 (unlawful assembly guilty of offence commit-
ted in prosecution of common object), 191(2) (rioting), 115(2)
(voluntarily causing hurt), 132 (assault or criminal force to
deter public servant from discharge of his duty), 121(1) (vol-
untarily causing hurt or grievous hurt to deter public ser-
vant from his duty), 351(2) (criminal intimidation), and 285
(danger or obstruction in public way or line of navigation) of
the BNS.

Punjab deputy commissioners list challenges
as HC cracks whip on highway construction

GNS News Agency, April 15
The deputy commissioners and police chiefs of the

districts in Punjab where national highways are under con-
struction reported a range of local challenges — from land
disputes and compensation issues in Sangrur and Fazilka
to possession delays and negotiations in Gurdaspur,
Ludhiana, and Moga. They filed the report before the Punjab
and Haryana High Court last week following criticism over
repeated obstructions in the construction of the Delhi-
Amritsar-Katra Expressway and related highway corridors
across Punjab. The court, during the hearing, directed the
officials to hand over all land acquired for National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI) projects without delay.Sandeep
Rishi, Deputy Commissioner, reported obstruction on a 70-
metre stretch in Jhaneri village, where farmers objected due
to lack of approach to their remaining land and low com-
pensation. He stated a notification for the approach road
would be issued within two weeks, resolving the issue.

Viraj Shayamkarn Tidke, Deputy Commissioner, said
that issues across 836 metres had largely been resolved,
except for five locations where farmer protests continued.
He sought 20 days to clear the remaining stretches.Rahul,
Deputy Commissioner, and Abhimanyu Rana, Senior Su-
perintendent of Police (SSP), sought time until May 3 to
hand over possession, citing standing crops and compen-
sation disbursal issues. They affirmed continued efforts to
support the NHAI.Dalwinderjit Singh, Deputy Commis-
sioner, detailed ongoing work across multiple expressway
packages. Hindrances stemmed from standing crops, par-
tition-related disputes, and inadequate compensation. He
reported progress following intervention meetings and
sought four weeks to resolve pending issues.Himanshu

Jain, Deputy Commissioner, and Abhimanyu Rana, SSP
(Rural), said around 86 per cent of land had been taken.
Pending areas included stretches in Rajgarh and Kaind vil-
lages due to illegal occupation and demands for higher com-
pensation. For the Ludhiana-Bathinda and Ludhiana-
Rupnagar projects, officials cited resistance from farmer
unions and ongoing arbitration as reasons for partial
delays.Himanshu Aggarwal, Deputy Commissioner, re-
ported that land in Lohian Khas, Domana, Phull, and
Gudhuwal was yet to be handed over. He committed to
completing the process by April 30 after crop
harvesting.Amit Kumar Panchal, Deputy Commissioner,
said only an 80-metre stretch in village Meera remained.
The possession was delayed due to the presence of a mint
plant and machines. Notices had been issued, and pos-
session was expected within four weeks.Showkat Ahmad
Parray, Deputy Commissioner, confirmed that all posses-
sion issues in the district had been resolved.Amarpreet Kaur
Sandhu, Deputy Commissioner, and Varinder Singh Brar,
SSP, said a 1.77-km stretch in Abohar-2 (Pakka Seed
Farm) remained due to occupation by ‘Gair Marusi’ cultiva-
tors demanding compensation on a par with private own-
ers. They expected to secure possession after crop har-
vest or through police assistance if needed.

T Benith, Deputy Commissioner, listed several meet-
ings that were held between March 7 and 28 to resolve re-
sistance in villages such as Badhata, Senha, and Ramgarh.
The administration engaged directly with farmer unions and
landowners and undertook repeated site visits to defuse
opposition.Sagar Setia, Deputy Commissioner, and Ajay
Gandhi, SSP, reported that 98.06 km out of 99.9 km had
been handed over.
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China warns Hong Kong's last major
opposition party to disband, members say

Trump's week of tariff
turmoil rings recession alarm

HONG KONG, GNS News Agency, April 15, Five se-
nior members of Hong Kong's Democratic Party, the city's
biggest and last remaining major opposition party, say Chi-
nese officials or middlemen have warned the parties to dis-
band or face serious consequences, including possible
arrests.The Democratic Party, which was founded in 1994
in the years before Hong Kong's historic return from British
to Chinese rule, has over the past few decades been the
flagship opposition party that has united the city's demo-
cratic forces to

Amid a years-long national security crackdown by
China after pro-democracy protests in 2019, the Democratic
Party will hold an extraordinary general meeting on April 13
to seek members' views and possibly pave the way for the
group's dissolution.The group's chairman, Lo Kin-hei, has
not given a concrete reason for the likely disbandment, but
five senior Democratic Party members told Reuters they
had been told in meetings with Chinese officials or individu-
als linked to Beijing in recent months that the party should
close.Fred Li, a veteran democratic party member and
former lawmaker, said a Chinese official had told him this
should be done before this December's legislative
elections."The meaning is that we should be gone by then,"
Li told Reuters. "The message was very direct."Li declined
to identify the individual but said the tone was very different
from frequent exchanges he has had with Chinese officials
over many years.There were no immediate responses to
requests for comment from the Hong Kong Liaison Office,
China's main representative body in Hong Kong, or from
the Hong Kong government.Charts showing the Pro-De-
mocracy camp's vote share in direct Legislative Council
polls and voter turnout in Hong Kong's legislative elections
over time.Four other senior Democratic Party members
also said they had been warned in recent months by middle-
men linked to Beijing, some of whom warned the party would
face "serious consequences" if it didn't disband. Three de-
clined to be identified given the sensitivity of the
matter.Yeung Sum, one of the founding members of the
Democratic Party, said Beijing's move in 2021 to overhaul
the city's electoral system to only allow "patriots" to run for
public office had effectively marginalised the party by re-
moving it from mainstream politics.

"We just keep a voice of advocacy for the people of
Hong Kong on social and political issues, but still we are
under pressure," Yeung, who was also approached by a
middleman, told Reuters.Two Asian and two Western dip-
lomats say they are aware of the veiled threats to the Demo-
cratic Party."For a long time it seemed like Beijing could

live with the situation of having the party around as a fig-
ment of opposition," said one Western envoy."It seems they
are leaving nothing to chance. The message is it is time to
close down once and for all," said the diplomat, who was
not authorised to speak publicly.The envoys see the de-
mise of the Democratic Party as further denting Hong
Kong's international reputation amid U.S.-China geopoliti-
cal tensions. China's recent criticism of CK Hutchison's port
sale to a U.S. consortium has also raised questions about
the city’s autonomy, they say.Founded in 1994 and led by
barrister Martin Lee, the democratic Party has played a piv-
otal role in Hong Kong's transition from British to Chinese
rule, shaping the financial hub's democratic development
and civil society.Emily Lau, a former Democratic Party chair-
woman, said she was saddened by the likely dissolution,
as she had always believed in engagement rather than con-
frontation with Beijing, including a 2013 meeting with the
deputy head of the Liaison Office, Li Gang."What we want
is to see a safe, just and ultimately free Hong Kong," she
said. Lau declined to comment on whether she'd been ap-
proached about disbanding.If the democrats disband, it
would mark the end of nearly 30 years of opposition party
politics in Hong Kong.

At least five democratic party members are currently
in jail or held in custody under the national security law.China
says the security laws have brought stability to Hong Kong
and rejects claims by some countries such as the United
States that it has been used as a tool of repression against
the democrats."Hong Kong's international reputation was
built on its openness, its freedoms, and its respect for the
rule of law," said David Alton, a life peer of Britain's House
of Lords and patron of Hong Kong Watch, a rights advo-
cacy group."The disbanding of the Democratic Party is an-
other sign that Hong Kong is now being subjected to the
same censorship and repression already familiar in main-
land China."Reporting by James Pomfret, Jessie Pang and
Greg Torode; editing by Gerry DoyleOur Standards: The
Thomson Reuters Trust Principles., opens new tabJames
Pomfret is a Special Correspondent for Reuters covering
politics and policy in Asia, with a specialization on China,
Hong Kong and Taiwan. A two-time Pulitzer finalist, his
multimedia career has spanned print, radio, TV and pho-
tography. His reporting includes "The Revolt of Hong Kong"
- an investigative series he helped lead that was a Pulitzer
finalist for International Reporting in 2020, and a series on
China's weaponization of the rule of law against its critics
that won a 2023 SOPA award.Jessie Pang joined Reuters
in 2019 after an internship. She covers Hong Kong with a
focus on politics and general news.

BEIJING/HANOI/WASHINGTON,  GNS News
Agency, April 15,A week of turbulence unleashed by U.S.
President Donald Trump's tariffs showed little sign of eas-
ing on Friday, with financial markets again whipsawing and
foreign leaders grappling with how to respond to a disman-
tling of the world trade order.A brief reprieve for battered
stocks seen after Trump decided to pause duties for doz-
ens of countries for 90 days quickly dissipated, as attention
returned to his escalating trade war with China that has fu-
elled global recession fears.

The Reuters Tariff Watch newsletter is your daily guide
to the latest global trade and tariff news. Sign up here.U.S.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent tried to assuage scep-
tics by telling a cabinet meeting on Thursday that more than
75 countries wanted to start trade negotiations. Trump him-
self expressed hope of a deal with China, the world's No.2
economy.But the uncertainty in the meantime extended
some of the most volatile trading since the early days of the
COVID-19 pandemic.down 4%, though markets in Taiwan
and Hong Kong turned positive and European stocks were
set to open slightly firmer.A sell-off in government bonds -
which caught Trump's attention before Wednesday's pause
- picked up pace on Friday with U.S. long-term borrowing
costs set for their biggest weekly increase since 1982. Gold,
a safe haven for investors in times of crisis, scaled a record
high.

"Recession risk is much, much higher now than it was
a couple weeks ago," said Adam Hetts, global head of multi-
asset at investment fund Janus Henderson.Bessent on
Thursday shrugged off the renewed market turmoil and said
striking deals with other countries would bring certainty.The
U.S. and Vietnam have agreed to begin formal trade talks,
the White House said. The Southeast Asian manufacturing
hub is prepared to crack down on Chinese goods being
shipped to the United States via its territory in the hope of
avoiding tariffs, Reuters exclusively reported on
Friday.Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba, meanwhile,
has set up a trade task force that hopes to visit Washington
next week. Taiwan said it also expects to be included in the
first batch of trading partners to hold talks with Washington.

CHINA DEAL?
As Trump suddenly paused his 'reciprocal' tariffs on

other countries hours after they came into effect earlier this
week, he ratcheted up duties on Chinese imports as pun-
ishment for Beijing's initial move to retaliate.Trump has now
imposed new tariffs on Chinese goods of 145% since tak-
ing office, a White House official said.Chinese officials have
been canvassing other trading partners about how to deal
with the U.S. tariffs, most recently talking to counterparts in
Spain, Saudi Arabia and South Africa.This map shows the
percentage of reciprocal tariffs imposed by the U.S. admin-
istration on each economy.Trump told reporters at the White
House he thought the United States could make a deal with
China, but he reiterated his argument that Beijing had "re-
ally taken advantage" of the U.S. for a long time.

"I'm sure that we'll be able to get along very well," Trump
said, adding that he respected Chinese President Xi Jinping.
"In a true sense he's been a friend of mine for a long period
of time, and I think that we'll end up working out something
that's very good for both countries."China, which has re-
jected what it called threats and blackmail from Washing-
ton, restricted imports of Hollywood films, targeting one of
the most high-profile American exports.The U.S. tariff pause
also does not apply to duties paid by Canada and Mexico,
whose goods are still subject to 25% fentanyl-related tariffs
unless they comply with the U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade
agreement's rules of origin.With trade hostilities persisting
among the top three U.S. trade partners, Goldman Sachs
estimates the probability of a recession at 45%.Even with
the rollback, the overall average import duty rate imposed
by the U.S. is the highest in more than a century, according
to Yale University researchers.The pause also did little to
soothe business leaders' worries about the fallout from
Trump's trade war and its chaotic implementation: soaring
costs, falling orders and snarled supply chains.One reprieve
came, however, when the European Union said on Thurs-

day it would pause its first counter-tariffs.
The EU had been due to launch counter-tariffs on about

21 billion euros ($23 billion) of U.S. imports next Tuesday in
response to Trump's 25% tariffs on steel and aluminium. It
is still assessing how to respond to U.S. car tariffs and the
broader 10% levies that remain in place.Finance ministers
from the 27-country bloc will brainstorm on Friday how to
use the pause to get a trade deal with Washington and how
to coordinate their efforts to handle tariffs if they do
not.European authorities estimate the impact of the U.S.
tariffs its economy would total 0.5% to 1.0% of GDP. Given
the EU economy as a whole is forecast to grow 0.9% this
year, according to the European Central Bank, the U.S. tar-
iffs could tip the EU into recessionA table showing sectors
of imported products and the corresponding estimated price
increases that could result from Trump's sweeping tariffs,
ranging from 10% for medical diagnostic equipment to 30%
for computer parts and toys & video games.

26/11 attacks shocked entire world;
America supports India's pursuit of

justice: US on Rana extradition

 GNS News Agency, April 15New York/Washington:
The 26/11 terror attacks shocked the entire world and
America has long supported India’s efforts to ensure that
those responsible are brought to justice, the US has said,
as Pakistani-Canadian Tahawwur Hussain Rana was ex-
tradited to India to face justice for his involvement in the
Mumbai carnage.On April 9, the United States extradited
Rana, 64, to India “to face justice for his role in planning the
horrific 2008 Mumbai terrorist attacks,” US Department of
State Spokesperson Tammy Bruce said Thursday.“The
United States has long supported India’s efforts to ensure
those responsible for these attacks are brought to justice,
and as President Trump has said, the United States and
India will continue to work together to combat the global
scourge of terrorism,” she said.

Rana is in India’s “possession and we are very proud
of that dynamic,” she said.Bruce added that some people
may not remember the attacks that resulted in the tragic
loss of 166 lives, including six Americans, that shocked the
entire world. “I encourage you to look them up and to find
out exactly how horrible this was in the importance of this
situation today,” she said.Earlier, a spokesperson for the
US Department of Justice said in a statement to PTI that
Rana’s extradition is a “critical step toward seeking justice”
for the victims of the heinous attacks.

The DOJ spokesperson said that the US extradited
the convicted terrorist and Pakistani-Canadian citizen to
stand trial in India on 10 criminal charges stemming from
his alleged role in the 2008 terrorist attacks in
Mumbai.“Rana’s extradition is a critical step toward seek-
ing justice for the six Americans and scores of other vic-

tims who were killed in the heinous attacks,” the spokes-
person said.A team led by NIA authorities landed in India
late Thursday with Rana who will now face justice in the
country for his role and involvement in the 26/11 Mumbai
attacks carried out by Pakistan based LeT terrorists.The
multi-agency team from India had gone to the US and all
paperwork and legalities to bring Rana back to India were
completed.The hugely significant development comes just
days after Rana’s last-resort attempt to evade extradition
to India failed after the US Supreme Court justices denied
his application, moving him closer to being handed over to
Indian authorities to face justice in the dastardly attacks.

Rana was lodged in the Metropolitan Detention Cen-
ter in Los Angeles and had submitted an ‘Emergency Ap-
plication For Stay Pending Litigation of Petition For Writ of
Habeas Corpus’ on February 27, 2025 with Associate Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of the United States and Circuit
Justice for the Ninth Circuit Elena Kagan. Kagan had de-
nied the application earlier last month.Rana had then re-
newed his ‘Emergency Application for Stay Pending Litiga-
tion of Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus previously ad-
dressed to Justice Kagan’, and requested that the renewed
application be directed to US Chief Justice John Roberts.An
order on the Supreme Court website had noted that Rana’s
renewed application has been “distributed for Conference”
on April 4 and the “application” has been “referred to the
Court.” A notice on the Supreme Court website Monday
said the application was “denied” by the court.

In his emergency application, Rana had sought a stay
of his extradition and surrender to India pending litigation,
asserting that if extradited to India, he will be “in danger of
being subjected to torture” and “the likelihood of torture in
this case is even higher though as petitioner faces acute
risk as a Muslim of Pakistani origin charged in the Mumbai
attacks”.The application also said that his “severe medical
conditions” render extradition to Indian detention facilities a
“de facto” death sentence in this case.It cited medical
records from July 2024 that confirm Rana has multiple
“acute and life-threatening diagnoses”, including multiple
documented heart attacks, Parkinson’s disease with cog-
nitive decline, a mass suggestive of bladder cancer, stage
3 chronic kidney disease, and a history of chronic asthma,
and multiple COVID-19 infections.Rana, a Canadian national
of Pakistani origin, is known to be associated with Paki-
stani-American terrorist David Coleman Headley, one of
the main conspirators of the 26/11 attacks.

Israel's military strikes
threaten Syria's fragile

political transition: UN official
United Nations: Israel’s continued military strikes are

threatening Syria’s fragile political transition and undermin-
ing its efforts toward peace and stability, a senior UN offi-
cial warned.

Briefing a Security Council meeting on Thursday,
Khaled Khiari, assistant secretary-general for political and
peacebuilding affairs, said that hundreds of reported Israeli
airstrikes have taken place across Syria since the fall of
the Assad government in December 2024, namely in the
southwest, the coast, the northeast, Damascus, Hama, and
Homs, Xinhua news agency reported.

On April 3, there were reports that Israel carried out
multiple airstrikes in Syria, including in Damascus, the
Hama military airport, and a military airport in Homs, mark-
ing one of the most extensive escalations in recent months.
Simultaneous attacks in Daraa reportedly resulted in nine
civilian casualties.The Israel Defence Force (IDF) has pub-
licly confirmed it has built multiple positions in the area of
separation on the Golan Heights, while Israeli officials have
also spoken about the country’s intentions to stay in Syria
“for the foreseeable future,” Khiari said. “Such facts on the
ground are not easily reversed. They do threaten Syria’s
fragile political transition.”“Syria’s opportunity to stabilise after
14 years of conflict must be supported and protected, for
Syrians and for Israelis,” he stressed. “This is the only way
regional peace and security can be realised.”Jean-Pierre
Lacroix, under-secretary-general for peacekeeping, also told
the Security Council that the IDF currently occupies 12 po-
sitions that they established on the Bravo side, located east
of the area of separation, and continues to construct counter-
mobility obstacles along the ceasefire line, and have flown,
on several occasions, aircraft across the ceasefire line and
helicopters into the area of separation.

Death toll from US airstrikes on
Yemen's port city rises to 14

Sanaa: The death toll from US airstrikes on the Red
Sea port city of Hodeidah has risen to 14, with 15 others
wounded, Houthi-controlled health authorities reported.The
majority of the victims were women and children, they said
on Thursday, adding that the death toll increased after the
badly injured died in the hospital, Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

The tragedy occurred when US military warplanes
struck homes in the Amin Muqbil residential neighbourhood,
according to health authorities and local residents, who also
shared video footage on social media following the
airstrikes.These strikes on Hodeidah were part of a broader
series of 50 US airstrikes across northern Yemen, includ-
ing the capital Sanaa and the provinces of Amran, Dhamar,
and Ibb, as reported by Houthi-run al-Masirah TV.Local resi-
dents said the strikes specifically targeted telephone net-
work facilities in Amran and Ibb.It marks the latest round of
US airstrikes since March 15, when the US resumed at-
tacks aimed at deterring the Houthi group from targeting
Israel following the collapse of the Gaza ceasefire deal.

Earlier three children were killed on Thursday when a

Houthi drone struck a residential house in Yemen’s Red
Sea province of Hodeidah, a local government official told
Xinhua news agency.The official, who requested anonym-
ity, confirmed that the drone was launched by Houthi forces
but missed its intended target and instead hit a civilian dwell-
ing in Hays district of Hodeidah.“The drone attack claimed
the lives of three children from a single family and left two
others wounded,” the official said.

Iran's 'master negotiator'
tasked with averting war

DUBAI, GNS News Agency, April 15, Abbas Araqchi,
Iran's seasoned top diplomat, faces one of his most deli-
cate challenges ever this weekend as he prepares to lead
talks with the U.S. to secure a new nuclear deal and avert a
military strike against the Islamic Republic.His country's
clerical establishment is approaching the talks in Oman
warily, sceptical of progress and suspicious of U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who has repeatedly threatened to bomb
if no deal is reached.

The Reuters Tariff Watch newsletter is your daily guide
to the latest global trade and tariff news. Sign up
here.Whether the talks are direct, as Trump says they will
be, or indirect, as Tehran insists, Araqchi will be squaring
off with U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff, a real estate magnate
without previous experience in foreign policy - let alone of
the thorny, long-running dispute over Iran's nuclear
ambitions.The stakes could hardly be higher for Araqchi,
the scion of an Isfahan bazaar family who joined Iran's 1979
Islamic Revolution as a teenager and fought in the 1980s
Iran-Iraq war before embarking on a dazzling diplomatic
career.Although there is little optimism in Tehran that the
talks will go far, the political establishment appears confi-
dent in Araqchi's ability to play Iran's hand with deftness
and guile.

"Araqchi is the right person in the right position at the
right time," said Iran-based analyst Saeed Leylaz, who is
also a political insider."He is one of the most powerful for-
eign ministers in the Islamic Republic's history, with full
authority from the supreme leader and a deep knowledge
about all aspects of the nuclear issue."Picked as foreign
minister last year by new President Masoud Pezeshkian,
the mild-mannered Araqchi cultivated a reputation as a
master of tough negotiations when playing a key role in talks
that led to a nuclear agreement in 2015.

Western diplomats involved in the talks between Iran
and six world powers described him as "serious, techni-
cally knowledgeable and a straightforward diplomat".The
agreement, which traded sanctions relief for curbs on Iran's
uranium enrichment programme, was torn up by Trump in
2018 during his first White House term and the crippling
sanctions were reimposed.Araqchi was also the point man
for ultimately unsuccessful indirect talks meant to resur-
rect the deal during U.S. President Joe Biden's 2021-25
administration, but was replaced with an anti-Western
hardliner.Soon afterwards, Araqchi was named secretary
of Iran's Strategic Council on Foreign Relations - a key body
advising Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, pulling

him into the inner orbit of the country's ultimate authority.Born
in Tehran in 1962 to a wealthy religious merchant family,
Araqchi was only 17 when the Islamic Revolution washed
over Iran and filled many of its youth with radical
fervour.Inspired by the ousting of the U.S.-backed Shah's
dynastic regime and the promise of a new future, he en-
listed in the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, Iran's mili-
tary vanguard, to fight in the bloody attrition of the 1980-88
war with Iraq.

After the conflict ended he joined Iran's foreign minis-
try in 1989 and served as ambassador in Finland from 1999-
2003 and Japan from 2007-11 before becoming Foreign
Ministry spokesman in 2013.He took a doctorate in politics
from the University of Kent in Britain and was appointed
deputy foreign minister in 2013.

A devout Muslim who staunchly believes in the ideals
of the Islamic Revolution, Araqchi has served under presi-
dents whose instincts have ranged from pragmatic to
hardline.Throughout his tenure, Iran's relationship with the
wider world has been partly defined by its nuclear
programme - which it says is only for civilian purposes but
many Western countries maintain is aimed at developing
the means to build atomic bombs.His reputation in Tehran
may shield him from internal criticism if Iran is forced to
concede on key issues in the talks with the United
States.Despite being a political insider with close ties to
Khamenei, Araqchi has kept himself distant from "political
frays and infighting" between factions, according to a se-
nior Iranian official."He has good relations with the supreme
leader, the Revolutionary Guards and all political factions in
Iran," the official said.
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Living with leopards in Mysuru

For a city recognised as a tourist destination for all
seasons, Mysuru is also the gateway to famed tiger re-
serves and elephant sanctuaries like Bandipur and
Nagarahole — both of which are just a short drive
away.While the city is no stranger to wildlife, which is part
of the region’s identity, Mysuru was in the spotlight in re-
cent times due to high frequency of leopard sightings in its
industrial and residential localities.

It is not that leopards have suddenly made their way
into Mysuru — they have long been a part of the region’s
landscape. But with unchecked urbanisation and the city’s
horizontal sprawl steadily encroaching upon their natural
habitats, encounters between leopards and residents have
become increasingly common. This is drawing attention to
the ‘presence’ of the spotted big cats but which, in fact, have
always been around.Forest department spent nearly a
month looking for a leopard which was sighted on Infosys
campus in Mysuru in January 2025, but it evaded capture
and gave them a slip.Forest department spent nearly a
month looking for a leopard which was sighted on Infosys
campus in Mysuru in January 2025, but it evaded capture
and gave them a slip. | Photo Credit: SPECIAL
ARRANGEMENTTwo recent casesIn recent months, two
high-profile industrial installations in Mysuru suffered a ‘’se-
curity breach’’. A leopard sauntered into the 350-acre cam-
pus of Infosys forcing the company employees to work from
home.The Forest Department scoured the campus for al-
most a month, deployed its staff on a 24x7 basis to monitor
the site, installed camera traps and checked for fresh
pugmarks but only to draw a blank after which the search
operation was disbanded.Within weeks, another leopard
slipped into the woods surrounding the Reserve Bank of
India’ currency note printing unit. However, the leopard was
not as lucky as its counterpart at Infosys, and after a few
weeks of persistent effort, the forest department managed
to outwit the big spotted cat and capture it much to the relief
of the employees.

Leopard sighting and their capture from the industrial
areas in and around Mysuru are not new, and multiple inci-
dents – of leopard capture – have been reported from the
BEML campus alone. In November 2022, a leopard sneaked
into Brindavan Gardens, a popular tourist destination, and
forced the authorities to close the gardens for public for a
prolonged period.In addition, presence of wildlife in indus-
trial areas such as Metagalli, Hootagalli, Belawadi, Kadakola
etc have been reported in the past and is not hard to explain
as these were villages surrounded by scrub vegetation.
They were developed into industrial layouts only in the re-
cent decades. And contrary to prevailing narrative it is not
that leopards stray into villages or cities, but it is human
intrusion in to their territory that has increased sightings and
augmented conflict. Multiple incidents of leopards being
captured from the BEML campus in Mysuru have been re-
ported over the years.

Even today, scrub forests and agricultural fields ex-
tend to miles on end beyond the factory clusters. Though
the habitat has eroded over the years, leopards have
adapted to the changing milieu and thrived, according to
forest department officials.Mysuru is about 80 km from both
Bandipur and Nagarahole, but the forest boundaries are
linked by stretches of scrub jungle, which in turn connect to
agricultural lands with a mosaic of sugarcane fields, fallow
plots, and patches of wilderness. This landscape continuity
provides crucial connectivity for leopard movement and
dispersal.Within the city, Chamundi Hills, designated as a
reserve forest, along with its surrounding areas, also serves
as a green pocket within the urban sprawl—offering cover,
prey, and passage for wildlife all of which have combined to
create a unique setting where humans and leopards increas-
ingly cross paths. In addition, Chamundi Hills itself is sur-

rounded by a landscape marked by agricultural fields and
patches of wilderness that connect to reserve forests in-
cluding Arabhitittu, facilitating free movement of leopards.

While the proliferation of CCTV surveillance cameras
and the social media have played a role in high rate of de-
tection of leopards and dissemination of the news, the real-
ity is that the big spotted cats have for long lived alongside
humans, silently navigating the fringes of the city.Experts
and wildlife biologists have emphasised that, unlike tigers,
leopards are the most adaptable of the big cats as they can
survive not only in dense forests but also in agricultural
fields, farmhouses, and semi-urban areas. And from the
leopard’s perspective, Mysuru ticks all the right boxes as it
provides the perfect blend of conditions required for them
to thrive.That leopard population is significant in the land-
scape around Mysuru is evident in the statistics provided
by the forest department. According to Dr. I.B. Prabhugoud,
Deputy Conservator of Forests and head of Leopard Task
Force, nearly 150 leopards have been captured and trans-
located from Mysuru and surrounding regions in two
years.The Leopard Task Force was established in Janu-
ary 2023 as in the preceding few months, four people were
killed in leopard attacks in T. Narsipura taluk alone. And
ever since it was established, the LTF has attended to nearly
2500 complaints pertaining to leopard sighting - though a
majority of them could not be described as a conflict.

Though the LTF handles cases in Mysuru, Mandya,
Chamarajanagar districts, out of 150 leopards that were cap-
tured till the end of March 2025, 122 of them were captured
in Mysuru district. Of these, 48 were from Mysuru taluk
which underlines how the landscape was suitable for leop-
ards to survive and live cheek-by-jowl in a human-domi-
nated landscape.But for wildlife like leopards to survive, there
should be adequate prey population and Dr. Prabhugoud
pointed out that livestock is their first preference, as evi-
dent in the number of complaints pertaining to cattle kills by
leopards. Around the city, leopards prey on street dogs apart
from poultry waste that is dumped on the city outskirts.While
increase in leopard sighting heightens tension in the local
community, forest department has made efforts to educate
the public about leopard behaviour and the dos and don’ts
that need to be complied with, to evade a conflict.The key
is to stop dumping poultry and meat waste on the outskirts
of the localities which draws dogs and in turn, are preyed
upon by leopards. There is a surge in leopard sightings dur-
ing winter as it is mating season and hence people are ad-
vised to walk in groups during dawn and dusk, which is
when the leopards are most active.Farmers have been in-
structed to be in large groups in their fields during sugar-
cane harvesting which is where leopards tend to leave be-
hind their cubs. Or the mother could be with the cubs mak-
ing it susceptible to be more aggressive when it senses
danger from humans. But generally, leopards tend to slither
away at the sight of a crowd and hence people are advised
to seek security in numbers. Keeping livestock tethered in
secure enclosures is another advisory to reduce predation
on domestic animals and mitigate conflict.The landscape
surrounding Mysuru includes agricultural fields and reserve
forests where leopards come to dwell.

While the forest department is pursuing a ‘’capture and
relocate’’ protocol with regard to leopards in human land-
scape, there is also a proposal to create an enclosure or
sanctuary to house leopards captured in conflict situations.A
92-acre plot of land which is part of territorial forest at Yelwal,
on the outskirts of Mysuru city, has been identified for the
purpose. The facility will have a capacity to house 100 leop-
ards and cost ?73 crore in the first phase. Though it may
appear to be a practical solution, experts aver that housing
leopards in confined spaces or in cages was not the way
forward to redress the problem.A more realistic approach
is to protect the wilderness of the city through habitat con-
servation, besides strengthening and securing wildlife cor-
ridors through scientific landscape management. This could
be reinforced by implementing conflict mitigation strategies
such as early warning system, reduction of prey animals in
peripheral areas by adopting animal birth control measures
for dogs, garbage management etc and nudge the leop-
ards toward their natural habitat, rather than allow them to
be lured to the city periphery due to easy availability of prey
animals.Experts believe such an approach offers a living
example of co-existence with wildlife. It also represents a
sustainable alternative providing a win-win situation for both
humans and leopards and should be pursued, instead of
locking them in cages.

Trade wars benefit no one: Italian Deputy
PM and Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani

Trade wars benefit no one, said Italian Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani who landed in
Delhi on Friday for a bilateral visit, stressing the hope that
after pausing reciprocal tariffs for 90 days, the US can en-
gage with the European Union for an agreement, and that
India and the EU also conclude the BTIA this year. In a
written interview to The Hindu, Mr. Tajani admitted that it
would be hard to achieve the India-Middle East- Europe Cor-
ridor (IMEC)’s potential until there is peace in West Asian
countries, but said Italy is keen to promote Trieste port as a
hub for the trading route.My dream is to see zero tariffs!
Tariffs hurt both consumers and businesses alike. We
firmly believe in the power of open markets, free and fair
competition, and a level playing field for all.

President Trump’s decision to pause his tariffs plan
for 90 days is a signal that we want to interpret positively,
hoping that it will facilitate negotiations. Trade wars serve
no one’s interests, especially when it comes to the vital
transatlantic trade relationship. Italy fully supports the Eu-
ropean Commissioner Sefcovic’s efforts to initiate a posi-
tive dialogue with the US. We are confident that through
constructive negotiations, we can find mutually beneficial
solutions. PM Meloni has said that she often gets asked
where Italy stands- with Europe or with US. Given that Ms.
Meloni even attended US President Trump’s inaugural, is
Italy disappointed that the US has not consulted the EU
more, leading to many public differences in the past few
months, including over Mr. Trump’s  claims on Greenland?

Italy, like India, has already built strong ties with the
Trump Administration. At the same time, Italy remains stead-
fast in its commitment to supporting an effective dialogue
between Europe and the US on key issues, from security
to trade. President Trump is driving a bold agenda both do-
mestically and internationally, which can sometimes cause
friction, even with close partners like the EU. However, we
have also seen a genuine willingness from Washington to
collaborate with Europe. An example is the series of Quint
meetings convened by Secretary of State Rubio, which I
have praised as a significant step forward.We must do ev-
erything we can to prevent a transatlantic divide. Regard-
ing President Trump’s tariff policies, our approach must be
one of constructive engagement, not confrontation, priori-
tizing open and honest dialogue with Washington. I firmly
believe there is room for mutual understanding and greater
reciprocity. The transatlantic relationship needs to evolve
and find a new equilibrium, and I am optimistic that this pro-
cess will unlock fresh opportunities for cooperation—op-
portunities we must be ready to embrace.

During her visit to India in February, EC President Ms.
Von Der Leyen and PM Modi set a year-end deadline for
the EU-India BTIA to be finalized. How likely is this, given
previous delays and in what sectors could India and Italy
most benefit from a trading agreement? We recognize that
past negotiations have not always gone as planned, but it is
undeniable that the political momentum behind the current
talks is stronger than ever. The visit of the entire European
Commission to New Delhi last February was a powerful
signal of trust and political will directed toward the Indian
leadership. The EU is determined to be a key partner to
India, and there is broad consensus across Brussels and
European capitals on the importance of securing a mean-
ingful agreement. Italy fully supports the Commission’s ef-
forts in these negotiations, eager to see them reach a suc-
cessful conclusion.

One of the major blocks to the BTIA negotiations has
been on India’s tariffs and market access issues for wine
and spirits, and agriculture and dairy products. Given that

the India-US BTA is being negotiated this year as well, would
Italy and EU expect the same terms as those being offered
to the US in BTA negotiations?

Every trade relationship is unique and we do not as-
sume that what works for India and the US will automati-
cally benefit the EU as well. In the context of ongoing nego-
tiations, what we seek is the flexibility needed to achieve
the mutually beneficial agreement we all aspire to. On our
part, we are fully committed to going the extra mile to se-
cure a meaningful and balanced EU-India trade agreement,
and we are confident that our counterparts share this same
determination.

Can any progress be made on IMEC between India
and Italy’s Trieste without peace and stability along the route
between UAE, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Israel’s Haifa Port,
countries that have tense ties at present?

Of course, until peace in the Middle East is established,
it will be hard to achieve the full potential of the Corridor.
Nevertheless, for the Italian Government, this project rep-
resents a beacon of hope. It holds the promise of acting as
a catalyst for stability across the broader region. It is es-
sential to start shaping a new vision for progress today—
one that focuses on strengthening geo-economic and
intermodal connectivity between Asia, the Middle East, and
Europe. This is why we are offering the port of Trieste as a
hub to support the “Cotton Road”. Trieste is a key port in
Northeast Italy, a region that leads in our economy and drives
growth and innovation.Our newly appointed Special Envoy
will focus on key areas, including the development of vital
port, railway, and digital infrastructure, as well as securing
the necessary financial support, with a strong emphasis on
the EU’s Global Gateway initiative. I plan to organize a Min-
isterial meeting with all countries part of the Cotton Road
with the goal to strengthen further our cooperation!

Do you support the US’s negotiations with Russia on
Ukraine?

I look forward to discussing the war in Ukraine with
Minister Jaishankar, we appreciate very much the role of
India in fostering peace and dialogue in the international
arena. We deeply appreciate Washington’s efforts to foster
confidence-building measures between the parties, with the
ultimate goal of achieving a just and lasting peace. The Black
Sea deal and the prisoners exchange were encouraging
first steps, facilitated by the US, but much more goodwill is
needed, particularly from Moscow. This war must come to
an end, and the tragic loss of lives must stop. Achieving
this requires a genuine commitment from all sides, along
with good-faith negotiations and concrete actions that fol-
low through on the agreements made.

Your visit to India comes a few months after PM Modi
and PM Meloni adopted the Joint Strategic Action Plan on
the side-lines of the G-20 in Brazil. How much has been
done in concrete terms to take it forward since then?

This moment reflects the culmination of a deepening
of our bilateral relationship —one that has never been more
robust or dynamic. Following the adoption of the Joint Stra-
tegic Action Plan, a series of high-level institutional visits
have laid the foundation for the ongoing Political Consulta-
tions with Minister Jaishankar. Together, we have identi-
fied key priority areas for cooperation in the coming years
(2025-2029), all brimming with untapped potential. These
include energy transition, innovation, connectivity through
IMEC, advanced manufacturing, defence, security, renew-
able energy, tourism, migration and mobility. During my visit,
I will inaugurate the representative office of the Italian joint-
stock company, which promotes Italian companies’ invest-
ments abroad (SIMEST).

Your visit is part of the “political dialogue” pillar, what
are the issues you hope to raise in your meetings with Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Jaishankar and Commerce Minister
Goyal?

Minister Jaishankar and I will take a comprehensive
look at the Joint Strategic Action Plan for 2025-29, focusing
on immediate priorities while setting the stage for future col-
laboration at 360 degrees. In addition to strengthening bilat-
eral ties, we will address the most urgent regional and glo-
bal challenges. In today’s fast-evolving and often turbulent
world, the high-level political diaalogue between India and
Italy is more crucial than ever.

Sabha: A new public space for arts and culture in Bengaluru
“With the world getting very polarised, arts and the

humanities are extremely important,” says Ravichandar V.,
explaining the raison d’être behind Sabha, a new arts and
community centre in Bengaluru, which is all set to host its
first open house this weekend. And it is why places like
Sabha, envisioned by Ravichandar as a “privately enabled,
public purpose space,” with a “focus on arts, crafts and
culture,” are needed.

As someone who has been deeply invested in
organising and promoting cultural events in the city for de-
cades, Ravichandar firmly believes that there are simply
not enough public spaces for the arts in Bengaluru. Unfor-
tunately, it is also an area where overall philanthropic fund-
ing is traditionally low in India. “We have a lot of problems in
health, education, livelihood, and so on, so understandably,
the bulk of philanthropic money goes towards them,” says
the Bengaluru-based civic evangelist and cultural advocate,
a trustee of Ammini Trust, which has spearheaded and
funded this project.“So, my wife and I decided that our fam-
ily trust, Ammini Trust, would help create public spaces in
Bengaluru for arts, crafts and conversations,” he says, add-
ing that Sabha will be primarily geared towards showcas-
ing visual and performing arts and for artisans to display
their work. “The primary motivation really was to create a
public space since we don’t have enough,” he says. “Of
course, other people are doing amazing work, but we could
do much more for a city of 14 million.”On a warm weekday
afternoon, I visit Sabha, located on the Kamaraj Road in
Shivajinagar, flanked by shops and houses, a light-filled,
airy oasis of calm in the city’s busy commercial hub.
Ravichandar shows me around the place, highlighting the
attempts to retain the original structure and repurpose al-
ready-existing material, a nod to minimal environmental
impact and heritage preservation.The property, which con-
sists of two buildings, one with a flat Madras Terrace and
the other with a pitched roof, linked by a courtyard, retains
its old-world charm, thanks to its carved wooden pillars,
large windows and heavy doors. But there is no stinting on
contemporary accoutrements, either, including a retractable
platform, air conditioning, a projector screen and top-class
lighting and sound systems.According to Ravichandar, the
school, the first building of which was built over 160 years
ago, belongs to the RBANM’s Educational Charities,
founded by Dharmarathnakara Rai Bahadur Arcot
Narrainsawmy Mudaliar, one of the most wealthy gentry of
those times. Narrainsawmy Mudaliar, a self-made man who
had started his life as a vegetable trader, was deeply in-
vested in education, especially for the less fortunate, and
went on to establish many educational institutes in the city.

“His descendants continue to run these schools as non-
profits, focusing on education for the underprivileged,” he
says. “Among their many properties is this one on Kamaraj
Road, which has now become Sabha. “

Some of the changes that were made included restor-
ing the 160-year-old Madras Terrace of the first building,
using the original construction method, and redoing the new
roof of the second building to make it a performance
space.The property, which has been in disuse for over 20
years, was in bad shape when the Ammini Trust took over.
“The wood had given way, the structures were damaged,
there were a lot of leakages,” recalls Ravichandar, listing
some of the changes that were made, which included re-
storing the 160-year-old Madras Terrace of the first build-
ing, using the original construction method, redoing the new
roof of the second building to make it a performance space,
doing a damp proof course to prevent water seepage into
the walls and raising the plinth of the building to make it
flood proof. Architect Bijoy Ramachandran of
Hundredhands, the same person who did BIC, was roped
in to restore this property with minimum waste, he explains.
“We also had a well-respected conservation consultant,
Professor Rabindra Vasavada, based out of Ahmedabad,
who guided us through this whole process,” he says.

While Ravichandar prefers not to disclose the actual
cost of the entire restoration, he does mention that restora-
tion is around 40% more expensive than constructing a new
building from scratch. However, he is also convinced that
the additional expense is worth it and hopes that it will in-
spire more philanthropists to go down the heritage-restora-
tion route. “I wouldn’t look at it as an expensive project, but
one worth investing in because the city benefits, there is
this learning moment about heritage conservation and a
connection between past traditions and current modernity.
You cannot put a value to those things.”As far as ensuring
economic sustainability is concerned, Ravichandar says
that they plan to cover the running costs of Sabha by “rent-
ing the place out, carefully curating this by ensuring that the
people who come fit into our larger ethos,” he says. Addi-
tionally, any surpluses generated will go towards bringing
arts and crafts to underprivileged children. “We have built a
community here of 60 kids from relatively disadvantaged
backgrounds and do art classes for them,” says
Ravichandar.

Sabha, which was finished in March 2024 and has al-
ready hosted several events, including those that were part
of the BLRHabba and Bangalore Art Weekend, is now all
geared towards hosting its first open house weekend. “This

is the first time Sabha is doing its own programming,” says
Dipti Ramesh, Ravichandar’s daughter-in-law, who has
curated this event. “We decided to do a little bit of our own
programming to showcase the full capacity of what Sabha
has to offer.”The lineup for this open house weekend, to
held on April 12 and 13 from 10 am onwards, will have some-
thing for both children and adults, free of cost, including
music performances, sketching sessions, talks, heritage
walks, a flea market, storytelling and magic shows and a
book launch by a young author. Some of the highlights in-
clude a special morning walk through the neighborhood
around Kamraj Road led by Arun Pai of Bangalore Walks; a
show by young magician Jayant Patwari, all of 14; a traipse
through the Bangalore Cantonment area at night, led by
Gully Tours; a talk about the city’s temples and a perfor-
mance by Susheela Raman, Sam Mills and Jeet Thayil,
titled A Golden String, which delves into the prophetic words
and vision of the poet William Blake.According to Dipti, two
main ideas went into the programming. “We wanted to stay
rooted in RBANM’s value system of this being an educa-

tional space, so we wanted to keep the doors open for chil-
dren,” she says. Additionally, there is a lot of focus on the
city of Bengaluru. “The idea was to keep us rooted in the
culture of the children and the culture of heritage, and how
we were placed at the juxtaposition of those two,” says Dipti,
who believes that while this is the first of Sabha’s original
programming, more such will follow.

Meet the man who made music portable:
MP3 format co-inventor in Hyd

Hyderabad: Remember the times when music was
downloaded, stored, and shared as MP3 files?While stream-
ing services and newer formats have become more com-
mon, MPEG-1 Audio Layer III — popularly known as MP3
— is still in use due to its compatibility, simplicity, and small
file size. The mention of it brings back many memories for
a lot of people, especially millennials, who used the format
extensively for consuming music before gradually shifting
to streaming services.One of the fathers of the revolution-
ary invention that made the storage of music more personal
and portable, Prof. Karlheinz Brandenburg, was in
Hyderabad, attending the International Conference on
Acoustics, Speech, and Signal Processing (ICASSP) as
one of the speakers.Speaking with Telangana Today at the
event, Prof. Brandenburg shared his experience of being
the co-inventor of software that changed the way the world
listened to music.“I still have to pinch myself to believe that
our work at the Fraunhofer Institute in Germany has yielded
such results and is still popular to this day,” Brandenburg
says, talking about the MP3 format.Talking about the future
in the field of audio technologies, he says: “There is a lot

more to be discovered, a lot more to be developed, and a
lot more to be invented, since sound is perceived by hu-
mans in different ways, based on different factors such as
their location, noise in the background, etc.”When asked
about the impact of Artificial Intelligence in the fields of au-
dio engineering and psychoacoustics, he says that at this
point, AI is just one of the tools used in developing better
sound solutions.On being asked where India stands in the
field of audio engineering, Prof. Brandenburg stresses the
importance of introducing more detailed courses on the
subject at the college level in universities across the coun-
try. He believes that India has a lot of potential to become
more prominent in the field of sound engineering at the glo-
bal level, and that programmes like ICASSP help draw more
and more youth toward the field.“Youth should stick with
their fields of interest even if they are not the most popular
ones, and always remember to work very hard,” he says
when asked to give tips for young Indians interested in sound
engineering.Currently, Prof. Karlheinz Brandenburg is work-
ing on intelligent headphones for super hearing with his team
at Brandenburg Labs.
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The issue with delimitation’s
population-based process

In the age of age-tech: How Bengaluru’s
elderly are getting empowered

Behind the scenes of India’s 73-
year-old travelling Gemini circus

Drop the piecemeal ways
to social security for workers

Delimitation, enshrined in Articles 82 and 170 of the
Constitution of India, has stirred unprecedented passions
that have taken shape in both serious and ludicrous ways.
The serious ones stem from what the Constitution provides
and its possible implications if implemented as provided.
The ludicrous ones include calls by some who are asking
people to ‘multiply’ rapidly to deal with the fear of being out-
numbered..

As passions run high, there is a need to look at the
issues dispassionately. Ironically, those who had hitherto
accused the government of flouting constitutional principles,
now want that the government does not act in accordance
with the Constitution. Are the ‘protectors of the Constitution’
chasing their tail in asking for the ‘freezing’ or ‘postponing’
the delimitation exercise for sound reasons?The Constitu-
tion provides that “upon the completion of each census, the
allocation of seats in the House of the People to the States
and the division of each State into territorial constituencies
shall be readjusted”. A similar provision exists for the Vidhan
Sabhas. Through the 42nd and subsequent amendments,
this ‘readjustment’ was deferred till 2026. The Census after
that will be the basis of any future delimitation, which has
also caused much apprehension in the southern States.
There is little evidence to justify their apprehensions but there
is no reason to dismiss their fear.

There is heated debate, justifiably so, on the principle
of population proportionality and federalism and whether any
principle enshrined in the Constitution should be used to
undermine the other. It is clear that a mathematical approach
to delimitation and allocation of seats based on population
alone will benefit States where population growth has been
faster than the rest.

The data published by the Election Commission of In-
dia show that in the first general election in 1951-52 there
were 489 Lok Sabha seats; 494 in 1957, and 520 in 1967
(as per the Delimitation Commission’s Report of March 21,
1963 based on the 1961 Census). Thirty-one seats were
added and five reduced from the previous election. Andhra
Pradesh went down from 43 to 41, Madras, 41 to 39, and
Uttar Pradesh, 86 to 85. Assam, Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Kerala, Mysore, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Delhi, Himachal
Pradesh made gains. Besides, seats were added in new
States such as Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Nagaland,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Dadra and
Nagar Haveli, Goa, Daman and Diu, Lakshadweep and
Pondicherry.In the 1971 Lok Sabha election, two seats were
reduced in Himachal Pradesh bringing the total to 518. In
the 1977 election, 24 seats were added, taking the number
to 542. Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka (erstwhile Mysore),
Orissa, Rajasthan, West Bengal and Haryana made gains,
and new States such as Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, and Mizoram got additional seats. Daman and
Diu was allotted a separate seat much later to take the total
to 543 — which is the current strength of the Lok Sabha
based on the 1971 Census.An analysis of these trends
suggests that any debate on delimitation must consider three
issues: the principle of population as the basis of allocation
of seats; the impact of public policy on the population crite-
rion, and the ‘representative’ hue of those who are elected.

The increase in the number of seats between 1951
and 2004, determined by the Delimitation Commissions,
contains no formula for the ideal population that a Lok Sabha/
Vidhan Sabhas member should represent. If the population

is divided by the number of Lok Sabha/Vidhan Sabhas
seats, the average goes up from 7.32 lakh per seat in 1951
to about 8.70 lakh in 1967, and 10.10 lakh in 1977. In 2024,
this is about 27 lakh per Lok Sabha seat. Similarly, the num-
ber of Vidhan Sabha seats have increased from 3,283 in
1951-52 to 4,123 in 2024, tripling the average population
that a Vidhan Sabhas member represents. Going by the
nearly 98 crore electors in the 2024 general election, each
Member of Parliament on an average represented about
18 lakh electors; Lakshadweep had 57,760 electors and
Malkajgiri 29.5 lakh.This shows that while population was
chosen as the primary principle of representation, it has not
been followed without accommodating other concerns such
as geographical contiguity and political boundaries. The
Census-based population criterion was the only basis that
had no qualifications attached, unlike in the past where vot-
ing rights were based on religion and educational back-
ground. It was the simplest criterion to ensure universal fran-
chise and one vote, one value. Is the criterion so sacred
that it does not permit any adjustment based on current
circumstances to avoid fissures in our polity, creating dis-
tortions in the representative federal character of the Par-
liament, and the feeling of regional injustice? After all, the
Finance Commission, set up every five years, keeps modi-
fying its criteria for financial allocation and devolution based
on changing reality, regional aspirations and national priori-
ties.

The question that also needs to be debated is this:
“what does it mean to ‘represent’ a constituency”? The Lok
Sabha/Vidhan Sabhas are essentially law-making bodies
and the representative weight of the elected person does
not change because of the number of people in the con-
stituency. Also, the constituency size does not influence
the other functions that elected representatives perform —
namely asking questions or being a part of various House
committees. There are no surveys to show that a smaller
constituency is better represented than a larger one. For
example, let us evaluate how the people of the tenth parlia-
ment constituency created in Haryana in 1977, or the Daman
and Diu constituency benefited because of having a Mem-
ber of Parliament represent them in the Lok Sabha? Or
whether in Haryana, Narnaul Assembly segment with 1.6
lakh voters is better served by its elected representative
than Badshahpur with 5.2 lakh electors. In the first-past-
the-post system, numerical strength of the constituency is
immaterial to ‘representativeness’. Moreover, how many
times do citizens need the Lok Sabha/Vidhan Sabha repre-
sentative to deal with day-to-day problems? Strengthening
the third tier of elected bodies may be more meaningful for
democracy, and devolution of authority to local bodies, a
more effective measure of improving governance than
clamouring for more seats adhering to the ‘fetish’ of popula-
tion-based representation in elected Houses.

The importance of population as the primary criterion
needs moderation because the population control policy was
promoted by the central government. There may not be
another parallel policy, the outcome of which is used to the
detriment of the performer. Perhaps, there is a need to use
a deflator that can moderate the benefit that States might
derive on account of higher population. As real GDP growth
is determined by adjusting nominal growth for inflation, we
need to think of a divisor that will neutralise the unintended
gain due to population growth. For example, if we calculate
the number of seats that the Lok Sabha should have on the
basis of the 10.10 lakh average for the 1977 election of 543
seats, we might get about 1,440 seats as per the estimated
population of 2024. But if this number is divided by the na-
tional total fertility rate (TFR, the single significant factor that
is proportional to population growth) for 2024, this might re-
duce to about 680 seats. Since State-level TFR data is avail-
able, this can be applied to every State for moderating its
population growth figures. Experts may suggest a more
sophisticated formula.A Parliament that can debate consti-
tutional amendments aimed merely to achieve managerial
efficiency in conducting elections, can certainly debate ways
in which the structural political imbalance inherent in the
population-based delimitation of constituencies can be man-
aged.

tance to marry, and loss of spouse.The company has also
invested in a proprietary AI tool which can respond in more
than 100 languages. Singhal notes that more than 65% of
the community members talk to it. There have been in-
stances of users talking to it like a friend, naming it and
even spending hours with it.

Fifty-nine-year-old Miranda (name changed), a finance
professional at a corporate firm, dialled a Sarathi at Sukoon
when she couldn’t come to terms with the thought of retir-
ing in a year.“The thought of being without a job made me
feel purposeless,” she says.  In 2022, WHO revealed that 1
in 4 older people experience social isolation, seriously im-
pacting their health and longevity, with effects on mortality
comparable to smoking, and obesity.In 2022, WHO revealed
that 1 in 4 older people experience social isolation, seri-
ously impacting their health and longevity, with effects on
mortality comparable to smoking, and obesity. | Photo
Credit: istock.com/ObencemEmployment opportunities

Miranda’s concerns are shared by many. Neeraj Sagar
of Wisdom Circle notes that not only is there a significant
population who prefer to work even after retiring from their
permanent roles, but also quite a few companies who are
looking to tap into the experience of the elderly.Wisdom
Circle, which helps retired professionals find employment
opportunities, has been around for three years now. Around
95,000 people and 1,500 companies have registered on the
platform which has listed about 2,500 roles.According to
Sagar, the demand mostly comes from small and medium
businesses and start-ups who are looking to hire special-
ists for a few days of the week. As far as the elders are
concerned, he says, there is a lot more openness to hybrid
roles.But what motivates people to continue working post-
retirement? Is it the money or is it something more?“Money
is important to everyone, not always to meet the financial
ends, but to feel valued,” says Sagar.

It’s often a bid to continue to feel respected and rel-
evant, backed by the impulse to impart the skills they have
acquired over a lifetime and give back to society.“What we
are observing is that people who are worth way more are
applying for roles that are not paying them as much. So,
staying relevant takes priority over getting paid highly. We
are also seeing a lot of people apply to nonprofit roles which
pay lesser.”Keeping the brain sharpIn 2023, a study by
Jinkook Lee and others showed that more than 80 lakh In-
dians suffer from dementia. As the Indian population looks
at an increased lifespan and the elderly population is esti-
mated to be 20% of the total population by 2050, the burden
of neurodegenerative diseases is also high.“Typically, when
somebody in your family reports having memory issues,
you just brush it off as something normal with ageing,” points
out Issac John, cofounder of cognitive health start-up Ivory.
“But ways to assess if it is normal ageing or accelerated
ageing is still not prevalent India.”Co-founded by John and
Rahul Krishnan, Ivory offers neuroscience-backed assess-
ments that claim to help keep the brain sharp and identify
neurodegenerative risks early. The duo who up-close wit-
nessed close relatives suffering from neurodegenerative
diseases wanted to build a differentiated product for the
segment aged above 45 years.

The users first take a simple assessment which tells
them their cognitive age. People who are found at risk are
suggested to take up a clinical grade assessment.“We work
very closely with the medium and high-risk customers, get
them to do a health and lifestyle profiling and recommend
things that they need to change in their life, along with a
personalized cognitive brain training session available for
them on the app,” John explains.The app currently has about
30,000 users with two-third of them females and 60% from
tier-1 cities.Easy on the kneesWhen it comes to physical
health, orthopaedics forms a crucial need for the elderly.
Statistics show that around 50% of the senior population
need assistance with basic tasks like sit-to-stand.“In the
larger scheme of things, the inability to carry out this func-
tion by yourself has two implications. Apart from the physi-
cal exhaustion and the strain, there is the risk that if you do
not perform it safely, you could either fall into or out of the
chair and end up injuring yourself,” notes Sanchit
Jhunjhunwala, co-founder at Translead Medtech, a deep-
tech spin-off from IISc, Bengaluru.“This also leads to a hesi-
tation to participate socially, culturally and economically.
Even at home, you may stop yourself from drinking an-
other glass of water because you will need to stand up, go
to the washroom, sit down, stand up again, come back and
sit down.”

Raghavendra (name changed), 73, is part of around
six WhatsApp groups for the elderly. An electrical engineer
who spent more than 30 years in Mumbai, he moved to
Bengaluru post-retirement to live with his daughter. In a city
of 1.4 crore people, the septuagenarian was starting to feel
lonely given his daughter’s busy work schedule and his
wife’s demise eight years ago. Then, he found his tribe
online.“They get me a cake for Christmas. I get Tirupati
laddus for them. We are all now planning a trip together to
Vietnam,” says a very cheerful Raghavendra, during a
meetup held by Sukoon Unlimited, a city-based start-up
building a community for seniors.

Research on longevity has been receiving unprec-
edented attention across the world. In 2024, the Indian In-
stitute of Science (IISc) announced the launch of the Lon-
gevity India Initiative, a project focused on efforts to extend
human ‘health span’ and combat ageing-related challenges.
Maverick millionaires like Bryan Johnson have even been
attempting anti-ageing experiments.But the elderly in India
have been at an interesting, or rather puzzling, cross-sec-
tion. With social structures changing and families shrinking
to nuclear, how to productively use the silver years without
feeling isolated and not burdening others has been a ques-
tion troubling many lately.

Age-tech, a new and emerging sector, hopes to an-
swer this question with the help of technology and ease the
problems of people like Raghavendra.Neeraj Sagar, founder
of Wisdom Circle, started an online group of age-tech
founders in India about two years ago. The group had its
first offline meetup last year in Bengaluru where almost 40
founders showed up.“In a year that number has become
100,” says Sagar.According to estimates, India currently
has about 15 crore senior citizens (people above 60 years),
a number which is expected to more than double to 32 crore
by 2050. A changing demography means the average age
going up and the market needs shifting, prodding entrepre-
neurs to be early movers in the space. From physical health
to emotional well-being to cognitive skills to the employabil-
ity of seniors, age-tech start-ups attempt to address a spec-
trum of challenges faced by seniors.In 2022, WHO revealed
that 1 in 4 older people experience social isolation, seri-
ously impacting their health and longevity, with effects on
mortality comparable to smoking, and obesity.Vibha Singal,
founder of Sukoon Unlimited, points out that people with
ageing parents often give importance to the latter’s physi-
cal health and financial and logistical needs, but are not al-
ways in a position to help them with their emotional
wellbeing.

“When a person is 60, their kids are between the age
of 30 and 40 trying to build their own families and
careers.”There is also a growing segment of elders who
are financially independent and prefer being on their own
rather than moving in with their children or uprooting their
lives to a different place, Singal notes.“We see if we can
help the parents beat loneliness so that they age slower.
Finding purpose and community are the fulcrums to beat-
ing loneliness. That’s what Sukoon is out to do.”Started in
2024, Sukoon, according to Singal, is India’s first platform
for seniors by seniors offering services such as emotional
support, counselling, group therapies, volunteering oppor-
tunities, and concierge services.

Both the service providers and service takers are
people above 50 years old. “When a service provider is a
senior citizen, it gives them purpose. And if the service taker
is a senior citizen, there is a sense of community,” Singal
notes.From 200 members in the first month, the commu-
nity has grown to 6,000 users spread across 400 cities and
towns in a year with the average age between 58 and 68.
Around 60% of the users are men and 40% women. Some
of the most discussed concerns include children’s reluc-

“Do you know the Kamal film Apoorva Sagodharargal?
He shot it at our theatre. With us. It was magical,” says
Lakshmanan Chakyiath, the 77-year-old production man-
ager of Gemini Circus. Referencing this 1989 tragic Tamil
classic set in the contrastingly exuberant world of a circus,
Lakshmanan launches into a long conversation about the
history of one of India’s oldest modern circuses which be-
gan in Billimoria, Gujarat in 1951. But this story of the likes
of former Prime Ministers Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi
and Atal Bihari Vajpayee having watched the performances
is one that has been oft-repeatedThe more fascinating tale
is that of its people. Composed of many different physical
attributes, the circus folks of Gemini have worked and trained
with this company for years, beginning usually as little
clowns and working their way up the ladder, sometimes
quite literally, to perform stunts and become heroes of wide-
eyed young children who watch the two-hour long shows in
utter rapture.We meet artists who hang from the pinnacle
of the circus tents, form human pyramids and pedal cycles
with their hands, to tell you their story.

The popular phrase ‘joint at the hip’ needs to be modi-
fied to fit Asmani (30) and Yaseen (25), two Swahili-speak-
ing Tanzanians who have been part of the Gemini circus
for a year now. These two acrobats who stun audiences
with audacious stunts are joint at the head instead.“I joined
the circus when I was seven,” says Asmani who is from
Kilimanjaro. “I was 10,” chimes in Yaseen from Zanzibar.
Both these young acrobats would do flips and gymnastics
to elicit claps from friends and neighbours. When the call to
join a touring circus company arrived, the two jumped at
the opportunity as it meant helping the family out
financially.“Tanzania did not have these big circuses. We
would instead go as a group, performing fire dances, bam-
boo dances and other conventional acts at hotels to enter-
tain tourists who’d arrive from different parts of the world.
We learnt to do acrobatics by experimenting around each
other. It was fun in the beginning. Now, it is a job like any
other,” says Yaseen who is more comfortable speaking in
English than Asmani is.

As part of its six member crew that continues to do
fire dances and pyramids at the circus, Asmani says that it
is the joy they see on people’s faces that keeps them go-
ing. They have travelled to England, Scotland and India for
their performances and enjoy being in London and Liverpool
the most because they find pockets of home in the land of
their colonisers. “Many come up to us and want to take
selfies. They want to touch our hair. It is amusing,” says
Yaseen.Asmani wants to go home and begin a hardware
store. Yaseen is into fashion and would like to set up a busi-

ness selling “beautiful shoes to the ladies”. Until then, the
selfies will have to do.

Arthi Matho, a 40-year-old cycle stunt artiste from West
Bengal is one of the senior-most woman performers in
Gemini circus and is well-respected for her
politeness.“When I joined the circus, I was five. I was reluc-
tant to leave my home and parents. But circumstances were
dire at home and I had no choice. When I saw my father
leave, I was actually sad. But five minutes later, I encoun-
tered lions and monkeys at the circus. I completely forgot
everything else. The circus has been my life since,” she
says.Arthi does not intend to make these statements seem
grand. She is just as sincere about them as she is about
the cycle she performs tricks on. When she is on stage,
she says that she feels a firecracker burst inside her. The
energy of the stage is something she truly cherishes.Arthi
has travelled across India for her performances but is in
love with Kerala as she likes the greenery. It is also very
walkable and the crowds are sweet, she says.She says
that her son who has just finished his Class X exams is in
Chennai for his break and to watch his mother perform.
“Life has been on the road so he must travel to me. It is
difficult but I know no other life,” she says.

This loving couple that met at the circus, is up at 6am
each day to ensure that the dangerous stunts they do land
well. “I am concerned for both our safety so practice is key,”
says Bikram (40) from Assam’s Mojai region.This flying
trapeze artiste spends much of his time high up by the ‘big
top’ of the cylindrical tent jumping from bars suspended at
the top and being caught mid-air. No single performance
scares him though as he has been training since he was 10
years old. “When I was young, the circus was a whole world
of possibilities. The lights, music, the public and animals.
What more could a child want? I was in wonderland,” he
says. “

India’s efforts to establish social security for online (app-
based) gig workers are gaining momentum, with the cen-
tral scheme awaiting Cabinet approval. Benefits announced
include health coverage under Ayushman Bharat, registra-
tion on the eShram portal for access to various social se-
curity schemes, and a transaction-based pension policy,
where a universal account number assigned to each gig
worker helps track their earnings across platforms for de-
ductions and company contributions. This pension scheme
is particularly notable because, in a way, it acknowledges
that gig workers (operating outside traditional employee-
employer relationships) can have multiple employers, and
ensures that each contributes, albeit in a limited capacity,
towards worker welfare. In a country where social security
is typically tethered to formal employment and informal
workers are excluded or otherwise disadvantaged, this is
clearly a step forward.However, this progress highlights the
reactive nature of current social protection systems which
tend to respond only when new worker categories emerge.
This underscores the need for India to proactively reimagine
its social security framework to address these evolving
challenges.

Despite being a founding member of the International
Labour Organisation (ILO), India is yet to ratify the Social
Security (Minimum Standards) Convention, 1952 (No. 102),
the ILO’s Convention aimed at establishing basic social
security principles. India’s Code on Social Security (Code),
one of its four new Labour Codes, enacted nearly 70 years
after the 102 Convention, intends to provide a comprehen-
sive framework for social protection. But it has faced sig-
nificant criticism for its ambiguous definitions, watered down
protections, and on-going implementation challenges.One
of the Code’s most prominent features is its insistence on
relying on welfare boards for the distribution of social wel-
fare — a process that has long been found falling short of
its intended goals. For instance, a recent Right To Informa-
tion petition showed that Welfare Boards for Building and
Other Construction Workers of various States were yet to
use ?70,744.16 crore worth of cess they had collected from
employers for the welfare of workers. In another instance,
a Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) 2024 report found
that 99 local bodies in 10 districts had delayed remittance

payments to the Tamil Nadu Construction Workers Wel-
fare Board (TNCWWB), amounting to ?221.8 crore. Even
in Kerala, with its strong thrust on worker welfare, only five
out of its 16 boards were found to function effectively, with
some boards (as per 2016-17 data) not reporting any ben-
eficiaries at all. This has led to repeated calls from activists
and advocacy groups for improvements in the management
and the functioning of welfare boards.One of the main argu-
ments in favour of India’s fragmented, welfare-board run
social welfare systems is its ability to provide targeted re-
lief to segments of workers in need — for example, beedi
and cigarette workers of Karnataka have sought the revival
of a defunct welfare fund to deal with their welfare woes.
Today it is the gig worker; but new worker categories are
bound to emerge with advancements in technology or other
forces of disruption.So, relying on a piecemeal approach
— as opposed to a combination of universal social protec-
tion and targeted support — can fail to account for the pre-
carious nature of all informal work. Such an approach could
also create artificial distinctions between different types of
informal work such as between gig work and domestic work,
and in turn impose arbitrary thresholds on who is deserving
of social protection, and who is not.It is also risky to as-
sume that focusing on just one worker segment will auto-
matically solve the challenge of formalising informal labour.
Because right now, there is understandably growing excite-
ment about how gig work will employ more people in the
future. But banking on it as a solution to formalising infor-
mal labour is overly optimistic.
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Early screening for gestational diabetes can ensure
healthy and happy future for mother and child

This World Health Day (April 7) the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) in its wisdom, has chosen an apt theme:
Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful Futures. As diabetologists, we
have, for decades, been propounding the theory of primor-
dial prevention, or preventing diabetes in the womb itself, in
order to ensure a happy and healthy future for both the
mother and the baby. We see the WHO’s choice of theme
for this World Health Day as a vindication of the work and
advocacy campaigns we have undertaken towards this goal.
Diabetes has long been a silent epidemic, affecting millions
worldwide, but its roots often lie much earlier than com-
monly recognised. Gestational diabetes mellitus (GDM) is
a high risk for type 2 diabetes in mothers and metabolic
disorders in children. GDM is usually diagnosed between
24 to 28 weeks of pregnancy. However, current evidence
also points to the ability to prevent its onset during the first
trimester or even earlier, and its impacts on both the mother
and the child are profound and lasting.

Research in the growing body underlines that mater-
nal glucose levels should be carefully regulated as early as
the eighth week of pregnancy. An early intervention that
would help prevent foetal hyperinsulinemia, a metabolic dis-
turbance that occurs in the 11th week, might avoid this and
reduce the risk of the child developing diabetes and other
non-communicable diseases (NCDs) later in life. Given
India’s recent burgeoning diabetes burden, this matter
needs immediate attention from the medical community and
policymakers.Existing GDM management is based on
screening in the second trimester and commencing treat-
ment. Nevertheless, it may be too late. Maternal hypergly-
cemia in the first trimester appears to program the child’s
foetal metabolism, increasing the risk that the child will be
obese and insulin-resistant or develop diabetes later in
life.Leading endocrinologists concur that glucose intolerance

should be screened much earlier—at about the eighth week
of pregnancy. Reasonable justification exists because, by
the 24-week time point in GDM, the foetus has been ex-
posed to excessive glucose for months. This results
inexcessive foetal insulin production, which can lead to life-
long metabolic disorders.The “Foetal Origin of Adult Dis-
eases” (Barker’s Hypothesis) suggests that conditions dur-
ing gestation will affect the child’s health over the long term.
Early in development, if a foetus is exposed to high blood
glucose levels, the programming will be to store more fat,
resist insulin, and form metabolic disorders later in life. As
a result, researchers have called for a rethink of prenatal
care, with glucose control as a primary concern right from
the start of pregnancy.Our aim is not only to deal with dia-
betes in pregnancy but to prevent it before it starts, as stated
earlier, through a policy called primordial prevention. The
goal of primordial prevention is to prevent diabetes from
ever developing in the first place and decrease risk factors
before they occur.To mitigate these risks, a new model of
early GDM intervention has been proposed, focusing on a
key eight-point agenda. These include: Firstly, glucose test-
ing by eight weeks of pregnancy. That way, anything po-
tentially wrong could be picked up before it starts harming
the development of the unborn.

Secondly, doing so will prevent foetal hyperinsulinemia,
and no long-term hypoglycemia (low sugar levels) is ob-
served. If the 10-week glucose control of postprandial blood
sugar remains below 110 mg/dL, metabolic risks will be
limited. In case the post prandial blood sugar levels are over
110 mg/dL, medical nutrition therapy and low-dose metformin
(250 mg twice daily) can halt the rise of glucose to prevent
the development of GDM later in pregnancy. There is clini-
cal evidence that this strategy has been effective in pre-
venting GDM in the third trimester with less probability. It

further prevents the necessity of insulin therapy since it is
at this stage that GDM is mostly diagnosed.

Currently, India has more than seventy-seven million
people with diabetes, and the numbers are increasing. It is
pretty alarming that about 20% of pregnant moms in India
develop GDM, exposing both the mothers and their offspring
to long-term health burdens related to metabolic disease.
One reason this is so is because the maternal care check-
lists and prenatal care guidelines remain anchored to tradi-
tional screening times.There are several issues which are
prevalent only in India that make early intervention all the
more important. Lack of early care: The majority of women
of Indian origin do not go for antenatal checkups until the
second trimester, thereby missing the screening period.
Indian women are more vulnerable to insulin resistance and
diabetes profile than any other racial group. Therefore,
colourful efforts should be made in early diagnosis and in-
tervention. Not only patients but also healthcare providers
lack sufficient knowledge of first-trimester hyperglycemia
and its possible consequences.Therefore, the development
of the early GDM screening and intervention policy across

the country is now absolutely critical.Diabetologists have
lately urged early detection and intervention of blood glu-
cose levels. While concluding the 18th Annual Conference
of Diabetes in Pregnancy Study Group India (DIPSI 2024),
the delegates and experts stressed on the following points:
Risk modification through the pre-conception period con-
cerns dietary control, exercise, and preventive medication
before conception; Long-term monitoring of blood glucose
levels in high-risk pregnant mothers to trace glucose levels
throughout pregnancy.Some measures are recommended
in the national guidelines to implement them and standardise
the care in India.

The facts regarding the matter are evident and vivid—
timely interventions are well capable of eradicating lifetime-
long complications regarding the health of both the mother
and the child.To ensure that this new approach works, there
is a need for a new conceptualisation of maternal care in-
volving all the stakeholders, including the care providers,
policymakers, and the general public. Key steps include:
Developing educational programmes to encourage
healthcare providers in primary and remote areas to use
early glucose screening; changing the guidelines for preg-
nancy care across all the states and territories to provide
glucose screening by the eighth week.Making all tests and
treatment accessible and affordable for the mother and the
foetus is another key recommendation.Diabetes preven-
tion starts even in the womb. Consequently, the first eight
weeks of pregnancy pose a critical period that we have no
reason to disregard. However, by moving to early screen-
ing and testing, glycemic control, and early interventions,
we can stop the cycle of diabetes development.Since dia-
betes is a major emerging epidemic in India, adapting this
standard of maternal care for the country is no longer a
choice; it is a must. If allowed to fight diabetes, we should
do it right from the roots, or in this case, from the womb.

RRI scientists develop afford-
able device for preliminary

screening of sickle cell disease

Scientists at Raman Research Institute (RRI) have
developed an affordable electro-fluidic device that aids in
preliminary screening of Sickle Cell Disease
(SCD).According to RRI, the innovative, cost-effective
electro-fluidic micropore device, quantifies whole-cell stiff-
ness with high-resolution and high-throughput, with specific
focus on screening for SCD.

“This technology has the potential to change prelimi-
nary diagnostic methods for blood disorders,” RRI
said.Gautam Soni, S. Kaushik, and A. Mishra from the Soft
Condensed Matter Theme at RRI, Bengaluru developed this
device and R. Ross, S. Srivastava, and C. R. Ross from
St. Johns Medical College Hospital, Bengaluru helped with
testing the device on real-world samples by comparing blood
cells from SCD patients to that of healthy donors.“This new
technology makes high-resolution measurement on
changes in RBC physiology and cell stiffness and connects
it to the underlying disease-state” said Gautam Soni, Lead
Investigator.RRI said that the researchers were able to cre-
ate a system that effectively differentiates SCD and healthy
donor RBCs, due to differences in their inherent stiffness
with high precision.“They studied the samples in free-flight
and constricted-flight modes to measure cell volume and
stiffness, respectively. They used Latrunculin A (an actin
inhibitor, that reduces cell stiffness) treated RBCs, to first
quantify the correlation between flight time in the micropore
and cellular stiffness,” RRI said.Using the above methodol-
ogy, they showed that their device allows for the rapid alter-
native detection of mechanical abnormalities in RBCs and
hence, can act as a preliminary screening device for mul-
tiple blood conditions“The portability and cost-efficiency of
the device would make it an attractive option for mass-
screening leading to early detection of SCD in both rural
and urban areas of the country,” RRI said.It further said
whole cell stiffness, being a ubiquitous parameter for cell’s
health, may be applied beyond SCD screening, such as, in
areas of tumor cell detection and veterinary blood
disorders.“The device principle has possible non-medical
applications as well, for example, in improving the hydrogel
materials used in drug delivery systems,” RRI said.

India’s MMR compari-
son to Nigeria unfair,
says Health Ministry

Comparing India’s Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) to
Nigeria is unfair, the Union Health Ministry said on Wednes-
day, while reacting to the recently released United Nations
Maternal Mortality Estimation Inter-Agency Group (MMEIG)
report titled ‘Trends in maternal mortality 2000-2023’, which
has indicated that India has made significant strides in re-
ducing MMR but it registered 19,000 maternal deaths in
2023 contributing almost 7.2% to global mortality.

The biggest contributor was Nigeria (28.7%), followed
by India and the Democratic Republic of Congo (7.2%), and
then, Pakistan (4.1%). “The comparison is not entirely fair
when considering the total populations of the two countries
(Nigeria: 23.26 crore, India: 145 crore),’’ said the Ministry,
in its statement.India has made significant strides in reduc-
ing MMR going from 103 per lakh live births to 80 per lakh
live births. The MMR of India has now declined by 86%
compared to the global reduction of 48% over the past 33
years from 1990 to 2023. Also, the number of estimated
maternal deaths in India has also reduced from 24,000 to
19,000, states the report. However, India is still contributing
7.2% (19,000) of total maternal deaths worldwide, ranking
second after Nigeria, which has 75,000 maternal deaths, it
adds.The MMEIG comprises World Health Organisation
(WHO), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the World Bank
Group and the United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs and Population Division (UNDESA/Popula-
tion Division). In collaboration with technical experts, they
developed global, regional and country-level maternal mor-
tality estimates for the period 2000 to 2023.Maternal mor-
tality rate is defined by the WHO as the death of a woman
while pregnant or within 42 days of termination of preg-
nancy, from any cause related to or aggravated by the preg-
nancy or its management, but not from accidental or other
causes. “It’s a crucial metric to track the progress of ma-
ternal health and identify areas for improvement in
healthcare systems,” it notes.The report adds that every
day in 2023, over 700 women died from preventable causes
related to pregnancy and childbirth - meaning that approxi-
mately one woman is dying every two minutes. Sustain-
able Development Goal (SDG) target 3.1 is to reduce ma-
ternal mortality to less than 70 maternal deaths per 100,000
live births by 2030.

Understanding what drives the
fascination for fairness and skin lightening

The debate over how
the preference for fair skin
impacts on those who are a
darker shade was alive re-
cently, after Kerala’s Chief
Secretary Sarala
Muraleedharan called out
colour and gender bias.
Across much of the world,
and particularly in India, skin
colour remains quietly pow-
erful — shaping ideas of
beauty, respectability, and
even social mobility. In this
environment, the desire for
lighter skin has fuelled a
booming market of creams
and combinations, many of
which are not only ineffec-
tive, but actively harmful.

But understanding this
trend — and challenging it —
requires more than derma-
tological guidance. It calls for
an interdisciplinary ap-
proach, one that draws on
anthropology to trace the
cultural roots of colourism,
and on dermatology to ad-
dress its
consequences.Between
evolution and
meaningHuman skin colour
is, in evolutionary terms, a
remarkable adaptation.
Populations in equatorial
zones developed more
melanin to protect against
ultraviolet radiation, while
those further from the equa-
tor evolved lighter pigmenta-
tion to aid in vitamin D
synthesis.Yet over time, skin
tone came to signify more
than just geography. As S.
Sumathi, Professor Emeri-
tus of Anthropology at the
University of Madras, ex-
plains, “The idea of colour
has historically been linked
to opposites — fair and dark,
good and bad. These duali-
ties became part of how
communities organised
themselves socially.” In the
Indian context, she notes,
these ideas were reinforced
by colonial rule and social
hierarchies.

Early British ethnogra-
phers classified populations
based on skin tone and other
features, embedding a value
system that persists subtly
to this day. “Fairness gradu-
ally came to be associated
with refinement, aspiration,
even moral character,” she
says. “Unfortunately, those
perceptions were absorbed
across communities and
continue to influence how we
see ourselves and each
other.”The quiet cost of
fairnessWhile cultural beliefs
sustain the demand for
lighter skin, dermatologists
are increasingly concerned
with the health risks that
follow.Ramesh Bhat, head of
research at Father Muller
Medical College and former
International Director (2019–
2024) of the International
League of Dermatological
Societies (ILDS), has been
witnessing a steady rise in
patients suffering from the
misuse of topical corticos-
teroids — powerful prescrip-
tion drugs intended for con-

ditions like eczema or pso-
riasis. “These are Schedule
H medications, meant to be
used under medical super-
vision,” he explains. “But
they’re often sold over the
counter or even used in sa-
lons, particularly for skin
lightening.”

The consequences
can be serious. “Prolonged
use leads to thinning of the
skin, acne, infections, and
uneven pigmentation —
sometimes worsening the
very issues people are try-
ing to treat,” says Prof. Bhat.
Even more concerning is the
growing trend of combina-
tion creams, which blend
steroids with antifungals or
bleaching agents. “These ir-
rational mixes not only dam-
age the skin but also pro-
mote resistance, especially
to fungal treatments.”Long-
term misuse can also affect
internal systems. “We’ve
seen cases where extended
use leads to elevated blood
sugar, high blood pressure,
and suppression of adrenal
function,” he warns. “It’s a
quiet but growing public
health concern — rooted not
just in access, but in
aspiration.”Global industry, a
local psychology

Across Asia, Africa,
and Latin America, fairness
continues to be marketed as
desirable — often as a sym-
bol of progress or modernity.
In India, those messages
are reinforced through ad-
vertising, films, and matri-
monial listings. “Even today,
fairness is casually equated
with success and desirabil-
ity,” says Prof. Sumathi. “It’s
internalised from a very
young age, especially
among girls. But increas-
ingly, boys are not immune
either.”At the same time,
skin tone plays a different
role in how masculinity is
constructed. “Dark skin is
sometimes culturally coded
as rugged, strong, or mas-
culine — especially in film
and popular culture,” she
notes. “But that doesn’t of-
fer immunity. These stereo-
types also box men into nar-
row roles and exclude those
who don’t fit the mould.”
While women are often pres-
sured to lighten their skin to
appear delicate or refined,
men may feel compelled to
embody a darker, hyper-
masculine ideal — leaving
little room for nuance,
choice, or vulnerability.

What makes this espe-
cially difficult to unlearn is
that skin tone is not just cos-

metic — it’s socially sym-
bolic. “It becomes a way to
navigate society. Lighter
skin is seen as an asset —
in work, in relationships, in
everyday interactions,” Prof.
Sumathi explains. “That’s
why changing these atti-
tudes isn’t just about prod-
ucts, but about perception.”

Rethinking role of medi-
cine and mediaAs public
concern around steroid mis-
use grows, the ILDS and na-
tional dermatology bodies
have called for stronger
regulation. But Prof. Bhat
believes a more holistic re-
sponse is needed: “Yes,
pharmacists must stop sell-
ing these drugs without pre-
scriptions. But we also need
public awareness cam-
paigns that de-link fairness
from beauty — and promote
skin health over skin tone.”

Education will play a
key role. “Schools and insti-
tutions must challenge long-
standing stereotypes about
skin colour,” says Prof.
Sumathi. “If we wait until
adulthood, these beliefs are
already deeply
embedded.”Both experts
stress that the media — from
cinema to social platforms
— has a critical role to play.
“We need more realistic and
diverse representation,”
Prof. Sumathi adds. “Adver-
tising still centres around
lighter-skinned models, even
when the audience itself is
far more diverse.”Beyond

the BinaryAnthropology also
offers a way forward — by
encouraging us to move be-
yond the simplistic binary of
fair and dark. “Postmodern
perspectives suggest that
these categories aren’t
fixed,” says Prof. Sumathi.
“There are nuances, over-
laps — and a real need to
stop seeing skin tone as a
ladder of value.”Instead of
treating fairness as the ideal,
we can begin to ask differ-
ent questions: What does it
mean to care for our skin?
How can we value health,
heritage, and individual
variation over inherited ide-
als? “We must dismantle the
idea that beauty, compe-
tence, or virtue is tied to
complexion,” she says.
“This takes time, but it be-
gins with everyday language
a n d
representation.”Towards a
different kind of fairness

Skin, ultimately, is a
story — one of ancestry,
adaptation, and lived expe-
rience. In India, that story
has been shaped by history,
reinforced by commerce,
and absorbed into daily life
.But as more voices — from
dermatologists to anthro-
pologists, patients to educa-
tors — come together, that
narrative is beginning to
shift. A new kind of “fair-
ness” is emerging: one that
prioritises equity over com-
plexion, dignity over percep-
tion, and truth over
tradition.This isn’t about
criticising people for wanting
to care for their appearance
— that’s a natural instinct.
But it’s essential to ensure
those choices aren’t shaped
by unexamined ideals or
unsafe products. True em-
powerment lies in informed
decisions, where beauty isn’t
dictated by fairness, and
worth isn’t measured in skin
tone.

Study on women relates poor
oral health with chronic pain
A new study conducted on women has found a signifi-

cant association between poor oral health and chronic pain
conditions, including migraine and fibromyalgia.Using
genomics, the research from the University of Sydney,
Australia, examined the oral microbiome of nearly 160
women in New Zealand and identified specific microbes that
were correlated with chronic pain.Lipopolysaccharides (a
toxin) from cell walls of certain bacteria in the mouth are
known to impact immune responses and have been stud-
ied to contribute to pro-inflammatory cytokines in
fibromyalgia -- in which one feels widespread pain and fa-
tigue, the authors said.Findings published in the journal Fron-
tiers in Pain Research suggest a potential relationship be-
tween the oral microbiome and the nervous system.The
study also highlights the importance of good oral health to-
wards addressing pain and improving overall well-being.

"This is the first study to investigate oral health, oral
microbiota and pain commonly experienced in women with
fibromyalgia, with our study showing a clear and significant
association between poor oral health and pain," said lead
researcher Joanna Harnett, associate professor at the fac-
ulty of medicine and health, University of Sydney.First au-
thor, Sharon Erdrich, a PhD candidate at the university, said,
"Our findings are particularly important to fibromyalgia which,
despite being a common rheumatological condition, is of-

ten under-recognised." Fibromyalgia is also marked by
mood, cognitive and sleep disturbances.For the study, the
women responded to the World Health Organization's ques-
tionnaire on oral health. Body and abdominal pain, head-
aches and migraines were measured using surveys, in-
cluding one created by the International Headache Society.

Women having the poorest oral health were more likely
to suffer from higher pain scores: 60 per cent were more
likely to experience moderate to severe body pain, and 49
per cent were more likely to experience migraine headaches,
the researchers said.

Non alcoholic fatty liver
disease on the rise, Apollo

Health of Nation report
Hyderabad: Cases of non-alcoholic fatty liver (NAFLD)

disease, which is connected to obesity, overweight, and
diabetes, are on the rise not only in Telangana State but
even in other parts of the Country, the fifth edition of Health
of Nation 2025 report released by Apollo Hospitals on Mon-
day indicated.The Health of Nation report, based on the health
screenings of 2.5 million individuals at Apollo Hospitals in
the Country, has indicated that NAFLD has emerged as an
important health issue linked to obesity, diabetes, and
hypertension.“Of the 2,57,199 individuals screened across
all the units of Apollo Hospitals in the country, about 65 per
cent had fatty liver, and 85 per cent of those were non-alco-
holic,” the report said.In Telangana and Andhra Pradesh,
nearly 1 in 2 individuals (47 per cent) showed signs of Grade
I fatty liver, an early-stage condition tied to obesity and
metabolic imbalances. About 24 per cent of the individuals
in TG and AP had hypertension while a combined 82 per
cent of the screened were obese and overweight. About 81
per cent of patients screened in TG and AP are Vitamin D
deficient and 27 per cent screened were found to be
anaemic.• 24 per cent of individuals have hypertension• A
combined 82 per cent of the screened population is over-
weight/ obese• 81 per cent were Vitamin D deficient• Nearly
1 in 2 individuals (47%) showed signs of Grade I fatty liver•
27 per cent were anaemic, pointing to nutritional gaps, es-
pecially in iron-rich foods 83 per cent of people have re-
duced flexibility, an indication of no physical activity
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Dollar sinks to decade-low as US faces loss of
confidence: impact on Indian rupee, other currencies

On Friday, the dollar slumped as investors ditched US
assets in favour of other alternate safe havens including
the Swiss franc, the Japanese yen and the euro, as well as
gold.On Friday, the dollar slumped as investors ditched US
assets in favour of other alternate safe havens including
the Swiss franc, the Japanese yen and the euro, as well as
gold. US President Donald Trump may have hit the pause
on his trade vacillations, but there seems to be a lingering
deleterious effect on the American Dollar, which has
slumped sharply. Reason: waning confidence in the Ameri-
can economy is leading to a huge flight out of the green-
back to other safe haven currencies and gold.

This is reflective of a breakdown of a fundamental as-
sumption underpinning global finance – that when there are
serious bouts of volatility in the forex markets and a spike
in the VIX (volatility index), it normally leads to a surge in
demand for dollar assets. Over the last week, the trend has
been exactly the opposite.On Friday, the dollar slumped as
investors ditched US assets in favour of other alternate safe
havens including the Swiss franc, the Japanese yen and
the euro, as well as gold. Gold recorded a new all-time peak,
and the Swiss franc notched a fresh decade high, accord-
ing to Reuters data.Also, investors dumped Wall Street
stocks overnight after the strong relief rally on Wednesday
in the aftermath of Trump’s pause. Longer-dated US Trea-
suries are also selling off, putting 10-year yields on course
for their biggest weekly jump since 2001, Reuters said.The
rupee opened weak on Friday, even though it is projected
to strengthen if the sharp decline in the dollar index and a
slide in oil prices continue. The dollar’s slide “will obviously”

lend support to the rupee at open, an FX spot trader at a
Mumbai-based bank quoted by Reuters said, adding that it
is unlikely that the rupee will move past 86. The dollar in-
dex, a tracker of the US dollar value relative to a basket of
foreign currencies, was down over 3 per cent Thursday,
falling to the 99.70 level – its biggest dip in over 12-months
that took it below the 100 level for the first time since July
2023.Trump’s sudden climbdown on reciprocal tariffs is said
to have been triggered by the selloff in American bonds, as
confidence in the US economy plummeted and bond hold-
ers waned. Foreign holders, including Japanese and Chi-
nese investors, are among those said to have dumped US
government debt amid spiralling concerns over the impact
of Trump’s tariffs.A government bond is essentially a debt
instrument, issued by a sovereign government to raise
money from financial markets to finance public spending,
in return for which interest is paid. Is there a relation be-
tween bond yields and the currency value of a country?
Higher bond yields and lower bond prices typically attract
investments from other regions, boosting a country’s cur-
rency. The difference in the interest rates between two coun-
tries then incentivises investors to borrow money in a low-
rate environment and invest in the high yielding one. Also
called carry trade, this strategy can be a major factor of
currency movements.

The US has bonds worth more than $35 trillion in cir-
culation, much of which is in foreign hands. America does
not normally see interest rates — or yield — spikes on its
debt since its bonds are viewed as among the safest in-
vestments. That seems to be changing now.US dollars The
dollar index, a tracker of the US dollar value relative to a
basket of foreign currencies, was down over 3 per cent
Thursday, falling to the 99.70 levelLarge-scale selloffs of
American bonds could pose a problem for the world’s big-
gest economy, making it more expensive for it to raise the
money to finance its budget gap. If the American govern-
ment cannot sell its debt, it is then unable to pay for things
such as social security or flagship programmes such as
Medicaid.The bond spike came after Trump escalated
Washington’s trade war with China. Bloomberg reported on
Tuesday that for the first time in 24 months, investors had
started to demand a bigger premium to hold junk-rated
American debt over European equivalent, reflecting fears
of a slowdown in the world’s largest economy.

Inflows into equity mutual funds decline 14.4%
to Rs 25,082 crore in March: AMFI data

Inflows into equity mutual funds declined by 14.4 per
cent on a month-on-month basis to Rs 25,082.01 crore in
March, compared to Rs 29,303.34 crore in February, the
latest data from the Association of Mutual Funds in India
(AMFI) showed.The inflows in equity schemes in March
were lowest in 11 months. The decline in inflows was wit-
nessed despite the Sensex and Nifty rising 5.76 per cent
and 6.3 per cent, respectively in March.In March, inflows
through systematic investment plan (SIP) stood at Rs
25,926 crore compared to Rs 25,999 crore in February
2024.

Net assets under management (AUM) of the mutual
fund industry increased by 2 per cent to Rs 65.74 lakh crore
in the reporting month compared to Rs 64.53 lakh crore in
February.Within equity mutual fund schemes, inflows into
small cap funds stood at Rs 4,092.12 crore in March, com-
pared to Rs 3,722.46 crore in February. Flows into mid cap
funds was Rs 3,438.87 crore as against Rs 3,406.95 crore
in the previous month.Large cap funds witnessed inflows
of Rs 2,479.31 crore compared to Rs 2,866 crore in
February.Inflows into sectoral/thematic declined 97 per cent
to Rs 170.09 crore in March from Rs 5,711.58 crore in the
previous month. Flexi cap mutual funds witnessed inflows
of Rs 5,615 crore, as against flows of Rs 5,104.22 crore
last month.

Debt mutual fund schemes saw outflows of Rs 2.02
lakh crore in March as against outflows of Rs 6,525.56 crore
in February. Higher outflows can be attributed to the higher
redemption pressure from corporates due to the quarterly
payments for advance tax. Liquid funds saw highest out-
flows of Rs 1.33 lakh crore.During the reporting month, out-
flows from the money market funds were Rs 21,301.14 crore
and from overnight funds were Rs 30,015.8 crore.Net out-
flows from the hybrid mutual fund schemes stood at Rs
946.56 crore in March compared to inflows of Rs 6,803.85
crore.

Insider trading? The allegations
against Donald Trump amid tariff pause

Just hours before he
announced the 90-day tariff
pause, US President Donald
Trump posted messages on
his social media platform,
Truth Social, that seemed to
be a stock tip for his follow-
ers: “THIS IS A GREAT
TIME TO BUY!!!” Trump
wrote, signing off with his ini-
tials “DJT”. DJT incidentally
is also the stock symbol for
his company, the Trump
Media and Technology
Group Corp.This came at a
time when stocks were still
in negative territory over an
intensifying trade war, espe-
cially with China.Also,
Trump signed off the post
with his initials—something
that he generally does not
do in his posts. After the an-
nouncement of the tariff re-
versal on Wednesday,
Trump Media and Technol-
ogy Group saw its stocks
shoot up over 20 per cent,
as did other stocks.

“BE COOL! Everything
is going to work out well. The
USA will be bigger and bet-
ter than ever before!” Trump
had said in yet another Truth
Social post as the markets
opened Wednesday, just a
few hours before he posted
his decision to pause his tar-
iffs for 90 days.These posts
are now at the centre of a
stock manipulation charge
levelled by opposition
Democrats, who say the
post, coming just hours be-
fore the Trump
administration’s decision to
pause, was tantamount to
insider trading.“We need to
get to the bottom of the pos-
sible stock manipulation that

is unfolding before the
American people, including
what if any advanced knowl-
edge did members of the
House Republican Confer-
ence have of Trump’s deci-
sion to pause the reckless
tariffs that he put into place,
there are several members
of Congress who will be ag-
gressively demanding an-
swers and transparency,
particularly as it relates to
stock purchase decisions
that may have occurred over
the last few days, there will
be several avenues that we
will be able to pursue and
will do so aggressively,”
Hakeem Jeffries, House of
Representatives minority
leader and leader of the
House Democratic Caucus
since 2023, said in a conver-
sation with reporters in
Washington DC.

The question really is,
whether these charges will
stick? There are two as-
pects to this: one, the release

of privileged information it-
self and if that falls foul of
procedures. Secondly, and
more importantly, if some-
one made money from
that.According to current US
congressional rules, mem-
bers of the House of Repre-
sentatives will have to dis-
close any stock trades that
they have made 30 days
from the date of those
trades, and this has to be
done no later than 45 days
as the outer limit. So, that
information is anyway set to
come out in the public do-
main.

There is no historical
precedent of a sitting US
President weighing in on
when to buy or sell stocks,
especially when the admin-
istration is about to an-
nounce such significant
changes to economic poli-
cies that could have a stock
impact globally.But the crime
here would not be merely
posting the statement, but if

Trump or the White House
insiders told anybody else in
advance of his putting that
post up, that he was going
to do this. That could poten-
tially involve the insider trad-
ing laws in the United States.
The White House did refer to
a meeting that happened in-
volving Trump, Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick
and Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent, that eventu-
ally led to the decision for the
90-day pause. The timelines
of that meeting are
unclear.The Democrats,
though, do not have a par-
ticularly strong case here
politically, because they had
vociferously defended the
then House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi when she and her
husband was trading in
stocks, and they refused to
pass a bill in the US Con-
gress that would have pro-
hibited members from trad-
ing in stocks while voting on
bills that affect those stocks.

UAE-based Indian national, his 4 firms sanctioned
by US over alleged involvement in Iran’s oil trade

iranian oil, US India, world news, indian expressThe
Treasury Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control
(OFAC) designated Brar, two UAE and two India-based
entities that own and operate Brar's vessels that have trans-
ported Iranian oil on behalf of the National Iranian Oil Com-
pany (NIOC) and the Iranian military.(Source: File)US Sanc-
tions: A United Arab Emirates-based Indian national and
four of his firms have been sanctioned by the United States
for their alleged involvement in trade and transportation of
Iranian crude oil and petroleum products. According to the
US Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC), the Indian national—Jugwinder Singh
Brar—owns multiple shipping companies that cumulatively
have nearly 30 vessels, many of which operate as part of
Iran’s “shadow fleet”.

Apart from Brar, four of his companies—India-based
Global Tankers and B and P Solutions, and UAE-based
Prime Tankers and Glory International—have also been
sanctioned by Washington as part of the Trump
administration’s “maximum pressure campaign” on Iran,
which has now seen five rounds of sanctions against indi-
viduals and firms in less than three months. For instance,
in February, the OFAC and the US Department of State
had imposed sanctions on over 30 persons and vessels in
various countries, including four India-based firms . Then in
March, the US sanctioned a Chinese refinery for buying
and processing large volumes of Iranian oil, which is under
US sanctions that were imposed in 2018 during the first
Trump presidency.According to the OFAC, Brar’s four firms
that have been sanctioned own and operate vessels that
“transported Iranian oil on behalf of the National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) and the Iranian military”.

The OFAC claimed that Brar’s vessels engage in high-
risk ship-to-ship (STS) transfers of Iranian petroleum in
waters off Iraq, Iran, the UAE, and the Gulf of Oman, fol-
lowing which these cargoes reach other facilitators who
blend the oil or fuel with products from other countries and

falsify shipping documents to conceal links to Iran. The US
agency also accused Brar of coordinating with the “illicit
shipping associates” of Sa’id al-Jamal, who is claimed to
be an Iran-backed financier for the Yemen-based Houthi
militia.“The Iranian regime relies on its network of unscru-
pulous shippers and brokers like Brar and his companies
to enable its oil sales and finance its destabilizing
activities…The United States remains focused on disrupt-
ing all elements of Iran’s oil exports, particularly those who
seek to profit from this trade,” said US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent.

“OFAC is committed to aggressively targeting Iran’s
oil supply chain, including imposing sanctions on those en-
abling Iran’s export of its oil to key third countries and the
wider international market. These shipments rely on an in-
tricate and extensive web of shell companies, clandestine
smuggling, STS transfers, oil storage and blending, and
document falsification,” the OFAC said.The shadow fleet
refers to vessels involved in Russian, Iranian, and Venezu-
elan crude oil and petroleum products trade. With Western
fleet operators loath to get involved in the oil trade of these
countries due to sanctions of varying degrees, obscure
operators from countries like Greece, Russia, and China,
and tax havens like Marshall Islands, Liberia, and Panama
have emerged as the major players. The oil and gas indus-
tries of Russia, Iran, and Venezuela have been under sanc-
tions or restrictions from international powers, particularly
the US.

A large number of opaque fleet tankers have complex
and obscure ownership structures and are registered in
geographies with lax regulatory oversight. Often, such ves-
sels, which are quite old, operate with substandard insur-
ance and certifications.Even prior to Trump’s
administration’s campaign against Iran’s oil trade, a few In-
dian companies had been placed under sanctions for in-
volvement in sanctioned energy transportation and trade
through the so-called shadow fleet of tankers. For instance,
in October, India-based Gabbaro Ship Services was sanc-
tioned for alleged involvement in transportation of Iranian
oil. In August and September, three India-registered ship-
ping firms were sanctioned by the US over their alleged
involvement in transporting liquefied natural gas (LNG) from
Russia’s Arctic LNG 2 project, which is under American
sanctions.Most of the Indian companies that have been
sanctioned by the US over purported violations of energy
sector-related sanctions appear to be small and hitherto
little-known entities set up in recent years, and not large
enterprises. It is in line with the trend observed in other coun-
tries where shipping entities have been sanctioned for fa-
cilitating trade that is restricted or under sanctions.

India set to ‘expedite’ relief on quality
norms as sought by US and EU

Amid flaring trade wars that have heightened the ur-
gency for trade diversification globally, India has hinted at
greater flexibility in accommodating trade concerns — such
as quality control orders (QCOs) — raised by Western part-
ners including the US, UK, EU, and New Zealand, all of
whom are negotiating a trade deal with India, The Indian
Express has learned.This comes after the conclusion of
initial talks between India and US when officials from the
US were here in March to finalise the scope of the trade
agreement. The US had then sought a range of commit-
ments from the Indian side to ease market access for Ameri-
can goods into India.

In its report on foreign trade barriers, the United States
Trade Representative (USTR) had particularly pointed out
flaws in QCOs stating that the Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) norms are “not always fully aligned with international
standards” and “without a clear demonstration that the in-
ternational standards would be ineffective or
inappropriate”.“A number of concerns were raised by ex-
porters on QCOs, who find it difficult to source input mate-
rials due to these norms, during a meeting with government
officials on Wednesday. The government said it would ex-
pedite concerns raised by Western partners, as there are
not many quality-related challenges originating from them,”
a source said, indicating that QCOs may primarily be tar-
geting goods from China and the ASEAN region.

QCOs, which typically require foreign exporters and
domestic producers to mandatorily meet specific quality
norms, have been a source of major concern for both do-
mestic manufacturers who import input materials and for-
eign countries looking to access the growing Indian
market.In recent years, India has dramatically ramped up
the use of QCOs to prevent the influx of low-quality goods
and simultaneously build a domestic manufacturing base,
in tandem with schemes such as the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI).However, the US, EU, and UK have raised
as many as 10 trade concerns over QCOs at the World
Trade Organisation (WTO). These cover a range of prod-
ucts including furniture, automotive parts, man-made fibres,
cookware and utensils, toys, chemicals, and footwear.The
USTR said QCOs often lack “clear means of establishing
conformity” or involve significantly burdensome require-
ments. “For example, India requires chemicals to have BIS
marks prior to importation, which necessitates a site visit
to the manufacturing facility by an Indian inspector,” the
USTR said.

“India’s National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority
(NPPA) caps prices of coronary stents and knee implants.
US companies have raised concerns, noting that the price
controls have not kept pace with inflation and do not differ-
entiate based on production costs or technological innova-
tion, which discourages US firms from serving the mar-
ket,” the US flagged.Earlier, the US had also asked India to
“ensure” that QCOs “do not create unnecessary barriers to
international trade”, in a trade concern raised over QCOs
on chemicals and petrochemical products during a June
2024 meeting of a WTO committee. Similar concerns were
raised by the US, EU, and five other countries.At the same
time, even the domestic industry has raised red flags over
certain QCOs that apply to key input goods such as chemi-
cals and man-made fibres. Domestic users of such goods
have long called for these QCOs to be scrapped, arguing
they restrict access to raw material imports and undermine
export competitiveness.The EU, alongside Indonesia, has
raised a trade concern over India’s QCO on viscose fibre
and supported South Korea’s concern over QCOs on chemi-
cal fibres and yarns, including polyester. Viscose and poly-
ester fibres are key inputs for synthetic textiles.

In a WTO meeting held in November 2024, the EU
said India’s “policy of adopting” QCOs across sectors “con-
tinues to send worrying signals to EU industry, EU inves-
tors, and EU Member States, as the majority of QCOs in-
troduced by India appear to have a protectionist
orientation”.“The EU regrets that significant issues faced
by EU exporters of viscose staple fibres persist and cause
major problems in accessing the Indian market. The EU

also regrets that India has not responded to questions raised
by Members in their statements on this issue,” it said.The
EU further described the current certification process car-
ried out by BIS as “excessively burdensome and
onerous”.“Manufacturing facilities in the exporting country
must be audited in person by a team of BIS officials—at the
expense of the EU company—in a procedure which can
take several months to organise. Such a system effectively
prevents EU companies from accessing the Indian market
and thus creates a barrier to trade,” it added.The focus on
easing QCOs flagged by the US, EU, and UK coincides
with India’s ongoing trade negotiations: a bilateral deal with
Washington, and separate FTAs with Brussels and Lon-
don.

Ola’s Roadster X+ to
hit road this month,
check out details

New Delhi: Ola Electric Mobility on Friday said it has
rolled out the first Roadster X+ motorcycle from its
Futurefactory in Krishnagiri, Tamil Nadu.The electric bike
is set to hit the road this month.“The Roadster X+ series
represents our commitment to taking the EV revolution to
the next level. Today’s rollout celebrates not just a new prod-
uct, but a new era for us and the industry, as it represents
the next phase of revolution in electric mobility,” Ola Elec-
tric Chairman and MD Bhavish Aggarwal said in a
statement.The Roadster X+ Series comes with a mid-drive
motor that boosts performance and safety. Its also features
a chain drive and an integrated MCU for efficient torque
transfer, providing better acceleration, and improved
range.The Roadster X+ series also features flat cables in
the motorcycles — an industry-first innovation.These cables
improve packaging efficiency, reduce weight, and enhance
thermal performance, improving overall durability and
reliability.The Roadster X+ series offers a breakthrough in
motorcycle technology and comes with first-in-segment pat-
ented brake-by-wire technology with single ABS, and smart
MoveOS 5 features such as advanced regeneration, cruise
control, and reverse mode.

The battery system of the Roadster X+ series gets an
IP67 waterproof and dust-proof certification, advanced wire
bonding technology, and a serviceable Battery Management
System (BMS) enabling easy maintenance.Prices of Road-
ster X+ series are Rs 84,999, Rs 94,999 and Rs 1,04,999
for 2.5kWh, 3.5kWh, and 4.5 kWh, respectively.
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Stubbs praises KL Rahul’s match-winning knock,
calls him "seriously good player" in top form

Hyderabad:  GNS News Agency, April 15,Tristan
Stubbs of Delhi Capitals said that he had the best seat when
the seasoned campaigner and India star K.L. Rahul played
a blinder to help the team cross the line against Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru on Thursday night.“Rahul said it after-
wards; this is his ground. He has grown up here, so he
knows how to play and stay positive throughout the innings.
He kept enforcing and reminding me to look straight and
that gave me confidence,” Stubbs recalled.“Rahul can do
anything. He’s a seriously good player and he’s in really

good form. So, if he can get on a really good wicket, we will
be able to see his full potential,” he said.“I had sort of had
old school cricket in mind and chatted with Faf (du Plessis).
We were like, it’s an old school game. You set it up and
then you look to get 50 off the last five. But, KL did his thing,
so Ididn’t have to take a risk early on,” Stubbs said in the
post-match briefing.“And then when we sort of got a sniff, I
joined him on the act and we got the game over the line,” he
said.

When asked about Yadav and Nigam’s performances
with the ball and the team’s approach in the net sessions,
Stubbs revealed that it had been so good to watch them
perform well for the team.“Kuldeep actually asked to bowl
to me (in the nets) because the last time he bowled to me
was in the World Cup final. Honestly, if you can get through
that next session, you’re in a really good position,” hesaid.
“You feel really confident because they are bowling really
well and then if you walk out of that session feeling good,
you are in a good space,” he added.

Talking about his role, Stubbs said the roles had been
pretty different. “I feel international cricket can sort of be
classed as old school cricket because the scores aren’t as
big as they are here. So you sort of always in that space,”
he said.“It’s sort of just falls back on past experiences. It’s
tough playing in different situations, but it’s cricket and that’s
why we love it,” Stubbs concluded.

More women than men at 2028 Los
Angeles Games; ‘merit based’, says IOC

 GNS News Agency, April 15
The Los Angeles Olympics are more than three years

away. But already, the Games have secured a place in the
history books — for the first time, there will be more women
competing at the Olympics than men.Following years of
steady rise in their participation numbers, the scale tipped
in the favour of women athletes after the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) on Wednesday decided to shrink the
men’s football competition from 16 teams to 12. At the same
time, the Olympic body expanded the women’s tournament
by four teams, taking the total to 16. The addition of two
teams in women’s water polo and one extra weight cat-
egory in women’s boxing, taking the total to 12 and 7 re-
spectively, meant that women will have more spots (5,655)
than men (5,543) over 36 sports.‘Momentous decision’

“It’s a momentous decision, one that will encourage a
lot of women to get into sports,” boxing legend Mary Kom,
who won the bronze medal at the 2012 London Olympics,
told The Indian Express. “The current generation will get
opportunities we didn’t get. I wish I was competing right now
just so that I didn’t have to wait for so long to compete at the
Olympics.”Mary, a women’s boxing pioneer who won five
World Championships between 2002 and 2010, had to wait
till 2012 to compete at the Olympics. Until then, women
boxers were not invited to the biggest sporting party. And
even after their inclusion, only three categories were ap-
proved for women as opposed to 10 for men.But the addi-
tion of women’s boxing to the 2012 programme ensured
the first big step towards gender parity was taken. It meant
that women, after first competing in 1900, finally were able
to vie for a medal in every event at the Olympics.Twelve
years later, another landmark was achieved at the 2024
Paris Olympics, which saw an equal number of events for
both genders for the first time. If Paris marked the culmina-
tion of a 128-year battle for equality, Los Angeles would go
a step further and have 50.5 percent women representa-
tion.

At Paris, India fielded 45 women in a contingent of 110.
The number is likely to increase in LA if the women’s hockey
and cricket teams qualify.The IOC’s sports director Kit
McConnell said ‘every single one of those decisions was
merit based.’ “All of these decisions are supported by num-
bers. The ticket demand — the incredible success of Paris
across all venues including every single session focussed
on women sports. We have seen the broadcast numbers
of women’s sport being absolutely equal if not even stron-
ger and we’ve seen the media coverage increase expo-
nentially. All reflective of participation and popularity,”

McConnell said.Interestingly, most professional sports,
which ironically also form the core Olympic disciplines, cite
the same points – ticket demand and broadcast numbers –
as reasons for not being able to strike gender parity in their
own events. Stories of unequal pay, discrimination and lack
of opportunities are rife across sports, including football,
tennis and cricket.Yet, the symbolism in the IOC’s deci-
sion is hard to miss, especially in relation to football.The
US is where one of the biggest and landmark gender equal-
ity battles took place. The USA women’s football team
dragged the country’s federation to courts over equal pay
and rights. In 2022, after six years of legal wrangling, they
finally reached a landmark agreement where their demands
were met.

The US is also where women’s football was introduced
in the Olympics programme, back in 1996. The hosts went
on to win the gold medal, the first of their record five titles,
including the top-of-the-podium finish at Paris 2024. Come
2028, the Stars and Stripes will headline the largest ever
women’s Olympic competition.The IOC acknowledged the
increasing popularity of women’s sport, especially the US
women’s football team. “We wanted to do something to re-
flect that growth and equally with the United States being
the home of the highest level of popularity of women’s foot-
ball,” McConnell said.He added that the decision will also
lead to an increase in overall participants as more teams
will compete for the additional spots.“We have seen the in-
credible growth of women’s team sports around the world
— women’s football being a leader in that regard,” McConnell
said. “For every single one of those quota places in the
Olympic Games, there’s a number of countries that are in-
vesting in women’s sports to chase that qualification. So
when we add two teams in water polo, it’s not just further
investments in two countries… four women’s football teams,
that’s not just another four countries that are chasing those
places.”

Norway Chess organisers exploring
possibility of a chess tournament in India
GNS News Agency, April 15
The organisers of Norway Chess, one of the most

prestigious tournaments on the chess calendar annually,
are exploring the possibility of hosting an event on Indian
shores next year. The top management of Norway Chess
— including founder Kjell Madland, co-owner Hogne Hide
and marketing manager Dea Maioli Egeli — were in Mumbai
on Thursday to meet with potential partners. The push to
have an event in India comes from India’s growing footprint
on the chessboard.First started in 2013, Norway Chess has
become an annual fixture on the chess calendar with some
of the world’s greatest players like Garry Kasparov,
Viswanathan Anand and Magnus Carlsen competing at the
event in the past, with Kasparov famously calling it the
Wimbledon of Chess. While Anand has competed at the
event in Stavanger eight times in the past, he is going to be
in the commentary panel this year. Last year, there were
three Indians in the fray, including Praggnanandhaa. This
year, the event will see four Indians competing, including
world champion Gukesh, Arjun Erigaisi, Koneru Humpy and
Vaishali.“We have done Norway Chess for many years. It
has been a very well known name and we are exploring the
possibility to do something more. Of course, India is very
interesting for us because there are so many chess fans
and so many good players. So we are exploring the possi-
bility of doing something in India maybe next year. And of
course, we are looking if there are some possible partners,
sponsors, things like that, to be a part of the event. We have
some meetings and it’s interesting for us to meet people
who could maybe help us and maybe are interested to be a
part of this,” Madland told The Indian Express on the side-
lines of an event in Mumbai before clarifying: “We don’t want
to move the actual Norway Chess tournament.”

This year, the Norway Chess event will see former
world champion Magnus Carlsen take on Indian stars like
world champion Gukesh and Arjun Erigaisi. This will be the
first time Carlsen will face Gukesh in classical chess after
the 18-year-old became the world champion. Last year,
Praggnandhaa had created a flutter at Norway Chess by
defeating Carlsen for the first time in classical chess.

Former world champion Anand, who would be doing
commentary at this year’s Norway Chess event, said he

was looking forward to the battle between the Indian prodi-
gies and the Norwegian, who succeeded him on the world
champion’s throne.“I expect a very exciting battle. Gukesh
will not lack motivation or the determination to go after
Magnus Carlsen. But Magnus is also highly motivated by
the challenge of playing against our young players. I’ve seen
him in multiple tournaments, whether it’s Kolkata (Tata Steel
Rapid and Blitz) or World Rapid and Blitz, he eagerly looks
forward to these match-ups and so we have the perfect
storm,” he said.

 ‘Compliment to Liverpool, Mo Salah,
 a great player, could’ve gone anywhere,

but he stayed with our club’

GNS News Agency, April 15
Arne Slot was chuckling away in his press conference

ahead of the West Ham game, and talking tertiary benefits
of getting a contract extension from Mo Salah. It’s a flex for
the Liverpool manager as he pursued his ambition of big
signings, knowing that Mo Salah is in his camp.However,
the grinning manager first shared his glee with fans. “Happy
ofcourse. He’s shown this club for so many years in a row
now how much value he has for team and club so I as-
sume all our fans and his team were very happy and hope-
fully he can show us again how important he has been for
the club,” Slot said.The manager who’s settled in nicely at
Anfield also quipped that as manager he might’ve just had
a heads-up on the famous contract extension that
Telegraph’s Chris Bascombe put at £480,000 per week.
“Relief for fans I’m sure it is. I don’t think it’s a surprise to
you that I knew a bit better how his contract situation went
over the course of the season. Maybe for fans it was a
pleasant surprise. I knew a little bit longer it was headed in
right direction,” he said. “I think it’s a big compliment to
Liverpool we managed to achieve to extend Mo Salah, such
a big player as a free agent. He can probably go to any club
wherever he wants to. But he stayed in our club,” he added.

However as manager, Slot has an entire squad to look
after, and though he remained tight lipped on confirmations,
all indications pointed to Slot having secured two of three

key players to stay – with a new two-year deal for Van Dijk
to follow, according to ThisisAnfield.com – and giving
Liverpool crucial breathing room. “I can tell you I’m very
happy with Virgil this season, he’s been incredible for us.
Even in the last few games where there were maybe mo-
ments where he could do better, but if you look at the other
80 or 90 minutes, he’s such an important player for us. Let’s
hope he can do the same what I just I hoped for from Mo,
on Sunday, that he can be our leader again as he’s always
been this season,” Slot added.The Reds manager however
saw the deeper impact of Mo Salah staying on. It’s a cer-
tain flex when chasing other big potential signings.

“If I would put myself in the shoes of a player who we
might want to sign, it’s always nice to tell them that Mo has
extended his contract,” he told his pre-West Ham press
conference. So that helps, but what helps the most is that
we kept a quality player that scored seven or eight years in
a row so many goals for us. In the end, I just said, football is
a game where we are mostly judged on the goals we score
and we don’t concede, so it’s helpful to have a player that
can score goals, that’s for sure,” Slot admitted.He discussed
the positive aspects of positive vibes in his own inimitable
style. “Like I just said, I think it’s important. I’m 100 percent
sure that our fans love to see him extend.

So it gives a positive vibe towards the club, maybe a
positive vibe we might even not need, but it’s always good
to have positive vibes instead of negative vibes. On the
other hand, Mo performed so well, the club performed so
well, with you guys only talking about their contracts. But I
think it’s only positive, because if you want to sign new play-
ers or players that want to extend here yes or no, it’s al-
ways positive to see that one of our star players over the
last seven or eight years made the choice to extend his
contract.”He said the Salah flex finally signified ambition. “It
also shows maybe how ambitious this club is, so not only
Mo but also the owners and the ones that came in last sea-
son. We are really ambitious to keep performing the way
this club has performed for so many years now,” Slot ex-
plained.

Tanisha-Dhruv journey ends in quarters, but
Ningbo will remain memorable for precedent

The Chinese ‘rural’ city of Ningbo has held some eye-
popping surprises for a large number of Indian students last
few years (more on that later). But the city’s personal inter-
est in the progress of badminton’s mixed doubles pairing of
Tanisha Crasto and Dhruv Kapila peaked when they re-
mained the only Indian shuttlers in the Badminton Asia
Championships draw on Friday. Ningbo city social media
handles noted their impressive buzz in a close first set with
fiery exchanges.

A 22-20, 21-13 loss to World No 6 Tse Yong Suet and
Tang Chun Man however ended their promising foray even
as the 18th ranked Indians are still looking for that big Top
10 scalp that will bring them due attention. The Ningbo ex-
perience offers insights into where the two fell short.It was
only the third match of the tournament, and winning titles
will need them to string together five wins, with the intensity
increasing as the week progresses. Against the consider-
ably higher ranked opponents, the Indians started well lead-
ing 8-0, but the HK pair had caught up at 10-10. From trail-
ing 10-12 to regaining lead at 17-16, the Indians did well to
threaten an upset and stayed in the fray at 19-18.

However the Indians couldn’t close out at the crunch
of 20-19. Experience and a far more composed tempera-
ment saw HK take the opener at 22-20.In the second,
Tanisha and Dhruv were once more up 8-5. However it was
the HK pair’s turn to wrack up 8 points in a row, as they
went on a point binge to lead 17-9. The end was nigh for the
Indians, as an opportunity was lost to nick a Top 10 scalp.Not

being able to close out has been an Indian malady across
singles and doubles, and the general levels of low confi-
dence in converting tiny margins aren’t really helping
anyone.Maybe, they needed inspiration from Ningbo’s most
famous recent shuttler, mens doubles Olympics silver med-
allist Wang Chang, who patiently built his famous partner-
ship with Liang Weikeng.Ningbo happens to be a popular
university graduation centre for several Indian students,
known for the weekly gong that goes out in the countryside
when 55-year-old Zhong Yunyan, (a.k.a Chinese mom)
packs home made lunches for the international students.
The Chinese city known for its manufacture on a large scale
of Russian designed home appliances, is a melting pot with
many Indian students pursuing niche education along cam-
puses lined with cherry blossoms.

Mohamed Salah extends contract
with Liverpool for two more years

GNS News Agency, April 15
Liverpool's Mohamed Salah, right, kicks the ball ahead

of Fulham's Antonee Robinson during the English Premier
League soccer match between Fulham and Liverpool, at
Craven Cottage, London, Sunday, April 6, 2025. (AP
Photo)Liverpool's Mohamed Salah, right, kicks the ball dur-
ing the English Premier League soccer match between
Fulham and Liverpool, at Craven Cottage.

Mohamed Salah has signed a new contract extension
at Liverpool for two years thereby ending months of uncer-
tainty over his future. Salah’s future was a major point at
the club given that he’s established himself as a club leg-
end during his stint at the Merseyside club with 243 goals in
394 appearances. This sees him ranking third in the list of
Liverpool’s all-time top scorers.“Of course I’m very excited.
We have a great team now. Before also we had a great
team. But I signed because I think we have a chance to win
other trophies and enjoy my football,” Salah said after the
announcement was made by the club. “It’s great, I had my
best years here. I played for eight years, hopefully it’s going
to be 10. Enjoying my life here, enjoying my football. I had
the best years in my career (at Liverpool).”

“I would like to say to (the fans), I am very, very happy
to be here. I signed here because I believe we can win a lot
of big trophies together. Keep supporting us and we’ll give it
our best, and hopefully in the future we’re going to win more
trophies,” Salah added.Liverpool will now hope to convince

two other stars — Trent Alexander-Arnold and Virgil van
Dijk — to extend as well because they are also out of con-
tract at the end of this season.Thanks to Salah banging in a
league-high 27 goals so far this campaign, Liverpool com-
mand an 11-point lead in the Premier League as they chase
their record-tying 20th English league title.Over the past three
Premier League seasons, Salah has been the league’s top
scorer. At Liverpool, he has helped the club win seven major
trophies including the Premier League in 2020 and the Cham-
pions League in 2019.Club manager Arne Slot said: “Mo
Salah is such a great player that as a free agent he can go
probably to every club in the world, wherever he wants to.
But he stayed at our club.”

Hyderabad-based Shrivally's hat-trick wins help in India's
victory at Billie Jean King Cup Asia-Oceania Group 1

Hyderabad: Shrivally Rashika Bhamidipati of
Hyderabad completed a remarkable hat-trick of wins to help
the Indian team carry on the winning run at the Billie Jean
King Cup Asia-Oceania Group 1, delivering a strong per-
formance to secure a 2-1 victory against Hong Kong, China,
here on Thursday evening.India got off to the ideal start on
day three, courtesy Vaidehi Chaudhari’s splendid perfor-
mance against Ho Ching Wu, in the Indian’s first game of
the tournament. The youngster, hailing from Ahmedabad,
fought tooth and nail in a tightly contested first set, winning
the tiebreak 10-8. She wasted no time to impose herself in
the second set,eventually securing a 7-6 (10-8), 6-1 victory

in 2 hours and 3 minutes, to give India a 1-0 lead in the tie
against Hong Kong, China.In the second singles match
between the two countries, Shrivalli Bhamidipaty carried on
her fabulous run in the tournament, maintaining a perfect
record after three matches.The young Indian star had to
dig deep against Hong Yi Cody Wong in a three set en-
counter that lasted 2 hours and 27 minutes. Shrivalli bagged
the first set in a tiebreak, winning 8-6, before her opponent
fought back. However, the Indian had the last laugh with 8
aces, securing a crucial 7-6, 2-6, 6-3 victory to give India
an unassailable 2-0 lead in the tie.In their final match of the
day, the Indian duo of Ankita Raina and Prarthana Thombare

fell short in a hard fought battle against Eudice Chong and
Hong Yi Cody Wong.The experienced Indian pair secured
the first set in a tie-break, before the Hong Kong, China duo
fought back in the second set. And from there on in, Hong
Kong, China had the better of the exchanges, winning the
final set, and the contest at 7-6, 3-6, 11-13.Sponsored by
Suhana, the Indian team will take on the Chinese Taipei in
their third match of the Billie Jean King Cup on Thursday,
April 11.The tournament is powered by the Sports Author-
ity of India (SAI) and the Ministry of Sports and Youth Wel-
fare (Maharashtra). Other partners for the tournament in-
clude Bisleri, Shiv-Naresh, Manipal Hospitals.
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Are Walton Goggins and Aimee Lou Wood

feuding after on-set romance gone wrong?

White Lotus 3 controversy explained

Hrithik Roshan secretly went on auditions

before debut, dad Rakesh found out and

called him back: ‘Don’t do such things’

The White Lotus Season 3 might have ended with
an underwhelming finale, but behind-the-scenes drama
seems to be compensating for it. It all started when some
fans noticed a digital fallout: Walton Goggins and Aimee
Lou Wood, who played Rick and Chelsea—the lead
couple in Season 3—are no longer following each other
on Instagram. Many found it odd, considering they had
shared screen space, posted tributes, and spoken warmly
about each other during the press tour. And just as Reddit
began rolling out theories, fellow cast member Jason
Isaacs made cryptic comments, calling the shoot a “pres-
sure cooker,” and hinting at a tense dynamic on set.

Did Rick and Chelsea’s romance turn sour off-
screen?

It was just days ago when Aimee Lou gave an inter-
view to The Hollywood Reporter, expressing her sadness
over Walton skipping the White Lotus Season 3 finale view-
ing party, saying she missed him since it was something
they did together. “Like, of course Walton had to watch it
alone, and of course I had to watch it in the group, because
there is so much Aimee in Chelsea and so much Walton in
Rick.”Now, a subtle change on social media quickly snow-
balled into full-blown speculation. Some even noted the ab-
sence of tags in recent posts where the actors posted each
other’s photos and pointed out that Aimee Lou’s past com-
ments on Walton’s posts had mysteriously vanished. A
section of fans is convinced that the beloved on-screen
couple has blocked each other. It’s worth mentioning that
even months earlier, their bond appeared solid. In August
2024, Walton left a glowing comment on one of Aimee Lou’s
posts: “You are the brightest light in every room. A Human’s
Human. Miss you.

Naturally, Reddit and X (formerly Twitter) had thoughts.
Some fans believe a fallout may have occurred during or
after filming. “They used to idolise each other,” one Reddit
user wrote. “It’s so weird that all of a sudden there’s this
switch up.” One user even broke down all the changes in
bullet points—like how he was the one who blocked her,
and skipped the finale only to end up watching it with an-
other co-star. The same user also hinted there might be
trouble in paradise for Walton, pointing out that “Leslie Bibb,
his co-star, absolutely loves Aimee Lou, always brings her

up in interviews, and was apparently close with Walton’s
wife before.” The Reddit user mentioned how Walton’s wife
recently posted twice, and both times he commented, “I
love you so much.”Just last week, he also shared an
Instagram story about leaving for another trip and said again
how much he loved her. And then, both Aimee and Walton
ended up posting tributes to their characters using Fleetwood
Mac’s “Silver Springs”—hers was a post, his was just an
Insta story. But, amid all this just a few days ago, Walton
shared a carousel of behind-the-scenes photos from their
time filming in Thailand, calling their story “a love story…
hindered by unresolved, childhood trauma.” In a long, hand-
written post, he thanked series creator Mike White and
Aimee Lou, writing, “Thank you Aimee Lou for being my
partner… a journey I will never forget.” She also recipro-
cated the feeling and shared her own tributes. A simple
caption—“The perfect storm ?? ?? ??”—on a photo of their
on-screen characters walking together, and another image
of graffiti that read, “I love you. Forever,” signed off with “R
and C forever ??.”

In an appearance on The Happy Hour on SiriusXM,
Jason Isaacs (Timothy Ratliff) seemingly acknowledged that
“there were tense dynamics during production.” He de-
scribed the summer set as filled with “friendships, ro-
mances, arguments, cliques that form and break and re-
form.” But he also pushed back at fan speculation. “No-
body has the slightest clue what they’re talking about,” he
said, addressing internet theories. “I’m careful. I’m not stu-
pid. I look at the Internet. I only read every single word writ-
ten about The White Lotus and about everybody in it,” he
said. Isaacs clarified that his earlier hints about drama re-
ferred to crew departments, not necessarily the main cast.
Still, for fans convinced something went bad between Walton
and Aimee Lou, his comments didn’t do much to quash
speculation. Despite the online theories, neither Walton nor
Aimee Lou has publicly confirmed any fallout. All we know
so far is that they have always spoken fondly of each other.
Yet, the absence of mutual tags, vanishing comments, and
conspicuous unfollowing have left fans to create their own
conclusions.

Mike White and White Lotus Composer fallout

Mike White, the creator of The White Lotus, has finally
addressed the behind-the-scenes drama with the show’s
composer, Cristóbal Tapia de Vee. During his appearance
on The Howard Stern Show, White revealed he was
shocked to see that Tapia de Veer went to the press and
said they had a falling out. “I don’t think I ever had a fight
with him, except maybe some emails — it was basically
me giving him notes,” White said. The director added that
he genuinely wasn’t sure from the start how much of a team
player the composer was, and labeled the composer’s press
move ahead of the finale as “kind of a bitch move.”The
Emmy winning composer, on the other hand has already
confirmed he won’t be back for season four. In that same
Times interview, he hinted that their creative clashes started
as early as season one. “We already had our last fight for-
ever, I think,” the composer said. White, on the other hand,
believes the real issue was Tapia de Veer’s attitude. “He
didn’t respect me,” White said adding that the composer
“wanted to do it his way.”

Actor Hrithik Roshan, who is on tour in the US cur-
rently, attended a fan meet-and-greet event in New Jersey.
Several pictures and videos from the show, hosted by
Sophie Choudry,  are doing rounds on social media. During
the event, Hrithik opened up about feeling ‘nervous’ and
‘afraid’ ahead of his directorial debut, Krrish 4, and how his
father, filmmaker Rakesh Roshan, reacted when he found
out that he was secretly auditioning for Shekhar Kapur once.
The actor also revealed that he chilled with his Krrish co-
star Priyanka Chopra and her husband Nick Jonas while in
the US.He shared, “Last night, I was with Nick Jonas and
Priyanka Chopra watching his Broadway show, which, by
the way, is brilliant. It’s called The Last Five Years if you
haven’t seen it, you must see it. We were chatting and he
actually told me that he is from New Jersey.”

Hrithik made his debut at the turn of the century with
the blockbuster film Kaho Naa Pyaar Hai, but he didn’t know
that his father was planning on launching him. A young Hrithik
took matters into his own hands, but his strategy didn’t work
out. He said, “My father always told me that you have to
make your own life, don’t expect me to make a film for you
just because I am a director and you are my son. So, I
grew up knowing that my dad would never compromise his
work just to make a film for me. I really had to be deserving
of it. There came a time when I thought I am not deserving
of that. So, I would just go outside and audition. I went to my
friend Daboo Ratnani, and we did a photo session. I had no
money to pay him, so I said if I earn some good bucks
once I become an actor, I will pay you back, he said ‘Don’t
worry about it’.”

    Wow HR never spoke about this before: He had on
his own gone to audition for a movie called Ta Ra Rum
Pum Pum helmed by Shekhar Kapur before KNPH but his
dad felt a sense of loss that he couldn’t be the one to launch
him so he dissuaded Hrithik from doing it

He continued, “Then, I auditioned for many filmmak-
ers and one of them was Shekhar Kapur. He was audition-
ing me for a film called Ta Ra Rum Pum Pum, which never
got made, it was an amazing script. My dad found out and

he called me while I was in the audition. He said, ‘Hello,
where are you?’ I told him that I am auditioning for Shekhar
Kapur’s film. He said, ‘What? Come back now, don’t do
such things’. I think my dad felt a sense of loss that some-
body else is going to take his son away and make a film for
him. Before that, he only thought of a film for me. I always
feel great and want to pat myself on the back because I did
not get an offer from the father Rakesh Roshan, I got an
offer from the director Rakesh Roshan. That is something I
am always going to be proud of.”

When the host pointed out his versatility in different
films, Hrithik said that he is just doing his job as an actor. “I
don’t think it should be a problem that I am doing my job.
The job is to get into the character and getting paid for it.
You are paying to go into a theatre and to get some honesty
and integrity. You want to watch something that entertains
you. I love my job, I love being an actor and getting into a
character,” he said.Expressing his happiness about the love
that the Krrish franchise has received, Hrithik said, “I am
so full of gratitude that all of you have kept the idea of Krrish
alive. Also, thanks to social media I think. I keep hearing
about Jaadu and Krrish, so we are on the heels of begin-
ning the journey of Krrish 4 now, as soon as I go back. I
hope and pray that you will give it as much love as you did
to the previous ones.”Talking about turning director with
Krrish 4, Hrithik said, “Deep inside, I think I am a filmmaker.
I don’t know what to say. I am afraid, I am nervous. I am
back to kindergarten. There will be so many uncertainties
and new things. The moments where I face fear, I will re-
member you all. It is going to be a new challenge.” Hrithik
recently made headlines with his Dallas show, when the
attendees returned unhappy due to mismanagement by the
organisers. Several fans took to social media to complain
and express disappointment about the event.

Hrithik Roshan meets ‘brilliant’ Nick Jonas and Priyanka Chopra

in New York, fuels Krrish 4 cast rumours

Actor Hrithik Roshan is about to make his directorial
debut in the 4th edition of the Krrish franchise, as his
father Rakesh Roshan, who directed Koi Mil Gaya (2003),

Krrish (2006), and Krrish 3 (2013), announced that his
son will be taking his spot in the director’s chair. Since
the announcement, speculations are in the air about who
is going to be returning from the cast of the previous films.
To fan the flames even further, Hrithik just met with
Priyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas, although the reason
for the meeting is still unclear.

Both Priyanka and Roshan attended Nick Jonas’
Broadway show on Wednesday, and during a meet and
greet the next day, Roshan commented, “Last night, I was
with Nick Jonas and Priyanka Chopra. We were watching
his Broadway show, which is, by the way, brilliant. He was
absolutely amazing. It’s called The Last Five Years. If you
haven’t seen it, you must see it.”Chopra and Roshan worked
together in Krrish (2006) and Krrish 3 (2013). In the 2006
film Hrithik’s character Krishna was introduced as the son
of Rohit Mehra from Koi Mil Gaya, who also inherited his
father’s powers. The film was a big hit at the box office and
was considered India’s entry into the superhero genre. Af-
ter 12 years, Krrish is back on people’s minds, as Roshan
will likely be playing a double role on the screen and will
definitely be playing a role behind the camera.According to
a report by India Today, the studio is planning to bring back
many familiar phases. Throughout the three films in the fran-
chise as of yet, there have been many big names such as
Preity Zinta, Priyanka Chopra, Vivek Oberoi and Rekha,
but none of these names have been confirmed for the new
film.

Warfare movie review: Bareboned film on battle of

Ramadi accurately showcases futility of war
Stripped literally to the bones, here is a film about

war that does not feature grand battles or majestic battle-
fields. All of its action involves an ordinary house on an
ordinary street on an ordinary day, and surviving that one
day, through one battle and then the next and the next.
With limited dialogues, no showboating, and neither
moralising nor lecturing, it illustrates the futility of America’s
foray(s) into Iraq, with scared men on both sides shooting
at each other, often randomly and repeatedly, blinded by
smoke and sweat.Of talk there may be little, but with
sound, writer-directors Garland and Mendoza (hat-tip to
sound effects editor Danny Freemantle) mount an as-
sault all its own. The night is dotted with scattered gun-
shots, but as the day dawns, every sound carries a warn-
ing. A Navy SEALS team cooped up inside a house in
Ramadi, Iraq, that they have taken over to prepare for a
Marines ground operation – shepherding the two Iraqi
families sharing the house into one room – must keep
their eyes open and ears cocked for the scenes outside.

Does the busy street market have too many young
men walking around? Now, does it have too few? Is the
market emptying? Why are all the men going into one build-
ing? What is that car driving up to this building, and what is
the thing being taken out of its boot? And the call to prayer,
what is that about?

If quiet fills the house, but for the scribbling of notes
about the operation and the peeing of SEALS into bottles as
they take duty breaks, sound bombards and stuns when
the men call in a “show of strength” and US planes fly in for
that, zooming close to the ground and rattling every living
being and standing structure. An IED blast hits a tank and
day turns instantly to night, with the men taking their time
waking up to distorted, muddled senses and the sounds of
their own screaming. There is no hiding those screams as
pain and fear wipe away any stoicism, with streaks of blood
on the floor and the insides of a body on the street staring
the men in the face.The determination of the men to not
leave their severely injured buddies behind is the one flour-
ish of heroism in Warfare. For the most part, shot almost in
real time as the SEALS team is ambushed, and waits des-
perately for a difficult rescue, Warfare wants us to look past
the helmets, the bullet-proof jackets, the gear and the guns,
at very young men just trying to survive.

’Poulter leads a cast that does what is required of it,

being as spare and as unsparing as Mendoza and Gar-
land want them. Woon-A-Tai plays Mendoza himself, with
this film a real account of a day survived by Mendoza, a
former Navy SEALS, in Ramadi. Jarvis plays the sniper
Elliott, the man who almost died that day, and to whom
this film is dedicated.Mendoza has talked about making
Warfare to honour the real Elliott who, apart from his legs,
lost his memory of what had happened that day of No-
vember 16, 2006, in Ramadi. Warfare, the filmmakers
say, has been made with “as much accuracy as memory
allows”.Of course, Mendoza’s memory does not extend
to the scared Iraqi family and their destroyed home. But it
is telling that as that fateful day ends, the family and the
other Iraqis emerge haltingly from their homes, left with
the losses.The Battle for Ramadi was one of the fiercest
chapters in the US invasion of Iraq, and while it pushed
the pendulum a bit, it swung right back soon after. It also
saw one of the first deaths of a Navy SEAL in the Iraq
war.In its ambition, Warfare is smaller than Garland’s re-
cent Civil War, which had Mendoza as a consultant on
the battle parts, and which faltered when it strayed into
politics. However, it’s good to remember that it is the am-
bitions of men that have led mankind into battles like
Ramadi’s. About time we had this brutal look at the cost.

Warfare movie cast: Will Poulter, D’Pharaoh Woon-
A-Tai, Cosmo Jarvis, Joseph Quinn, Aaron Mackenzie

Warfare movie director: Alex Garland, Ray Mendoza

Warfare movie rating: 4.5 stars

Karan Johar, Akshay Kumar clap back at General

Dyer’s granddaughter calling Jallianwala Bagh

massacre victim ‘looter’: ‘How dare she?’

Kesari 2 actor Akshay Kumar and producer Karan
Johar strongly criticised the comments of General Reginald
Dyer who recently called the victims of the Jallianwala Bagh
massacre as ‘looters’. Akshay plays C Sankaran Nair in
the film who sued the British Empire for carrying out the
genocide in Amritsar in which at least 1,650 people were
killed.Talking about the film and the Jallianwala Bagh inci-
dent, Karan Johar said, “I have heard stories of true valor
and bravery of unsung heroes various times. These sto-
ries have been embedded in the archives of history and not
portrayed on celluloid. This took me back to a few stories
that came on my table like Raazi, that film went on to prove
that true stories resonate gorgeously, it could strike a chord
with the audience. There was also The Ghazi Attack, and
Kesari.

“This one is an absolutely outstanding story of C
Shankaran Nair, based on the book, The Case That Shook
The Empire. We knew the massacre, but none of us knew
the truth. Every time we have watched the tragedy, we have
felt the pain, the anger. What makes us all angry is that
there isn’t an apology even now. Neither the crown, nor the
monarchy or the British Government apologized. We came
out of the British Raaj valiantly as a country, but as a nation
we deserve an apology and this film demands just that,” he
said.Earlier, in an interview General Dyer’ granddaughter
spoke to a family member of the victim where she said,
“General Dyer is an honorable man, greatly liked by the
Indians, who spoke three or four Indian languages which
very few people did.”

Responding to the victim’s family, she asked, “Was
he a looter? I think history is history and you’ve got to ac-
cept that.”Reacting to this, Karan Johar said, “I have seen
that video, and not just as an Indian or humanitarian, but as
anyone who has an iota of empathy, it will anger you. How
ridiculous was she to say that, and how dare she? She was
calling those thousands of people looters, they were inno-
cent people who collected on the auspicious day of Baisakhi,
thinking something else was going to be the eventuality of
the day. By his own admission, General Dyer said that he
only stopped shooting when the bullets ran out.”“She went
on in an interview to say that he loved India, and all kinds of
things that he had the greatest compassion. What love can
you have, when your actions only spoke of hate. She is
living in a lala land of her own and in some delusion. I don’t
know her, haven’t met her, and don’t wish to. The fact that
she even said those things boiled my blood, she had such
disdain for the biggest genocide in the history of our nation,
that it made me demand an apology even more,” Karan
added.Akshay Kumar also shared his views and said, “One
nation’s trauma is another nation’s lesson. That is what she
never understood and kept saying History is history. I ap-
preciate what Karan said and the way he said it.”

At the Kesari 2 press conference,
Karan Johar expressed his anger
over General Dyer's granddaughter
calling the Jallianwala Bagh geno-
cide victims 'looters'.

'Kingdom’: 50 days to go
for theatrical release

Hyderabad: The makers of Kingdom have released
an official poster announcing that the film will hit theaters in
50 days. The movie is set to be released on May 30,
2025.Kingdom stars Vijay Devarakonda, Bhagyashri Borse,
and Satyadev in key roles.
Details about the rest of the
cast and crew are yet to be
announced.This marks
Vijay Devarakonda’s 12th
film. It is directed by
Gautham Tinnanuri, known
for Jersey, and produced by
Suryadevara Naga Vamsi and Sounjanya under Sithara
Entertainments and Fortune Four Cinemas, while Anirudh
Ravichander is composing the music.


